BISHOP ABU ASAL: NO PEACE TILL 
JERUSALEM ISSUE IS RESOLVED 


PEACE WILL NOT prevail in the region, 
unless the issue of Jerusalem — the core 
of the pence process — is resolved, 
according to the Bishop of Metropolitan 
Jerusalem and the Middle East Church. 
Riyah Abu Al Asal, who also charged that 
Israel had no intention of implementing 
the peace process's provisions in an 
interview with The Arab Daily. Following 
is the hill text of the interview: 

The Arab Daily. How do you see the sit- 
uation of Jerusalem under the Israeli 
occupation? 

The Bishop: Well, Jerusalem is occupied 
like any other part of Palestine, except for 
the fact that the Israelis have annexed it 
to their territories and declared it their 
eternal capital, hence violating the UN 
181 and 242 resolutions. 

Israel Is trying to get complete hold of 
the Holy City. This has dispersed hope for 
a lasting and just peace in the region. 

Second, the Israelis are trying to evac- 
uate the Holy City from its original citi- 
zens, namely the Arab Palestinians, both 
Christians and Muslims. 

Israeli authorities intend to withdraw 
around 50,000 iD cards from the 


Jerusalem Arab residents. In fact resi- 
dents of the holy places are as important 
as (he places themselves. 

The Christian com munity in Jerusalem 
is very small and is gradually disappear- 
ing as a result of the Israeli policies. 

The Arab Dally: Israeli PM Netanyahu 
said 'Jerusalem belongs to us.’ What is 
your comment? 

Hie Bishop: Well, Netanyahu may contin- 
ue to say that Jerusalem is an Israeli land, 
but we wii! clinch to our position that the 
Holy City is ours. 

With all wliat it stands for, Jerusalem is. 
the core of the Palestiniapjlsra^lt-cQnllict, 
and no settlement wijH^^ni^d fftho’ 
issue of Jerusalem istf^resolvetf. * ; 

This will only be double if Israel 50m- 
draws from the roctubied p^Hyof 
Jerusalem and hanM.J&ty^Otp>' (he 
Palestinians to take as "thi&lf^ capital. 
Meanwhile, the west part of the dty 
would be Israel's capital. 

The Arab Daily: How do you look at the 
EU stand reganding Jerusalem last week? 
The Bishop: VWfll, the EU community has 
made it dear that they will not succumb 
to the expansionist policies of the Israeli 


government. Unlike tire US congress, the 
Europeans consider Jerusalem as an 
occupied land just like the Wfcst Bank, 
Gaza, die Golan Heights and south 
Lebanon. 

The Arab Daily: As a Christian, what do 
you have to say about tiie claim that the 
Ifemple of Solomon is under the Aqsa 
Mosque whereas the Samaritan Jewish 
Sect .say the temple is on Jabal Jcrzeem7 
Tl* Bishop: As far as we are concerned, 
thirds no, evidence that the remains of 
—'the Jtepfple under the Al Aqsa. 

. — Mdfeojjer^ffie existence of such a reli- 
..gtous'siri is questionable. The whole 
is§U£Js.tf matter of speculations and the 
/Israeli beliefs are groundless. 

The Arab Daily: Christians have lived 
under the Muslim and Israeli rules, could 
you compare between the two situa- 
tions? 

Hie Bishop: We have lived with the 
Muslims for 1300 years and we estab- 
lished distinguished and brotherly ties 
widi them in Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and many other places. 

But after the establishment of Israel in 
1948 many of our people ended up as 


refugees who have been denied the right 
to return, while many have been forced 
one way or another ro immigrate. 

As a result, the Christian pupulatiun 
went down considerably, 1 estimate that 
the Arab Christians are not more than 1 .5 
percent of the Arab population. 

Certainly, the Arab Palestinian 
Christians were treated like the rest of 
the Arab minority inside Israel. 

The Arab Daily: What is your message to 
the Muslim-Christian inlerfaitli dialogue? 
The Bishop: Unite, light in one line, join 
hands and stop fighting amongst each 
other over trivial issues. Believe that you 
are members of the one nation. Our 
hopes for a better future rely on our 
national unity. 

Hie Arab Daily: How do you see the rela- 
tionship between the Vatican and Israel 
after the Vatican recognized Israel? 

The Bishop: There is a new relationship 
between the Vatican and Israel, but they 
have not yer reached any agreement on 
the question of Jerusalem. I think they 
will not discuss it until the stance of 
Israel is made clear. 

The Arab Dally: Does the Virican have 



the right to recognize Israel? 

Hie Bishop: Hie Vitican is a state, they 
are entitled to recognize Israel. But m 
expect the Vatican to recognize Palestine 
as well. 

And 1 think the Vatican recognized 
Israel in light of UN resolutions, so they 
will have ro recognize*the Palestinian 
state here on the same basis. 

Hie Arab Daily. Do you think that Israel 
wants peace? 

Hie Bishop: So far, Israel has never Wj 
a strategy for peace. The Israeli leaden 
have always been belligerent, and too for 
from being peace loving. 

Interviewed by ASA'D AZ0UNI 




NATO KEEPS BOMBING 
DESPITE FIGHTER LOSS 


Ike Arab Dally & Agencies — Yugoslavia's 
Quige d'Affalres in Amman Oliver Potezica on 
Sunday denied a secret military pact between 
ha country and Iraq. 

"There Is no secret military deal as men- 
tioned by news reports, '* said the Yugoslav 
Envoy referring to a Sunday Telegraph report. 

The British weekly, citing no sources, 
reported that Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Iraq's Saddam Hussein have 
joined forces in an alliance Bimed at continu- 
ifl8 their defiance of, western air strikes. 

The Sunday Tfclegraph quoted an unidenti- 
fied senior diplomat as saying: “It appears that 
they have identified a common aim to shoot 
town allied aircraft.” 

According to the newspaper, Milosevic has 
(peed to help Saddam shoot down allied air- 
craft involved in bombing raids against Iraq. 

The Sunday Ttlegraph yesterday claimed 
to Baghdad has promised to provide 
Belgrade with oil and cash to sustain Serbia's 
toered economy in return for receiving Serb 
tosMiKe in rebuilding Iraq's air defenses and 
™king its Jet fighters airworthy. 

The Sunday Telegraph quoted a spokesman 
frwi the British Foreign Office as saying: “We 
m aware of the reports that there Is a con- 
nmlon between the Iraqi and Serbian 
regimes." 

toezlca brushed off the report saying 
These are British and American allegations.’ 1 

However, he told The Arab Daily that a 
“jgoslav delegation, led by the Yugoslav 
^rector of Government 1 Companies 
Dt P a hment 1 had visited Baghdad earlier tills 
month, 

added that tiie visit was aimed at con- 
deals within the United Nations’ "Oil 
w.Food" program. 

Potezica also denied yesterday that the del- 
visited Amman, on its way to Baghdad. 
^According to. the Sunday Telegraph, the 
delegation, visiting Baghdad earlier this 
JWj was led by Serbia's deputy defense 
■Muster. 

The Serb delegation's visit follows an earlier 
(nn . 0 . n htorch 9 by a Serb chemical and bio- 
wapons expert, Ivan Ivanovich, 

according to the newspaper. 
Meanwhile, NATO launched late 


Sunday a fifth consecutive night uf air raids on 
Yugoslavia, an alliance official said. 

Several cruise missiles fired earlier in the 
day from US navy vessels in’tlie Adriatic appar- 
ently hit a military airport in Montenegro. 

lire expanded bombing raised the risk to 
NATO piloii lull also held the promise of more 
effective strikes at die heart of Yugoslavia’s 
ground offensive. 

The Pentagon and NATO were officially 
mum on wliat brought down an Air Force F- 
1 1 7A stealth fighter-bomber near the Yugoslav 
capital on Sauirday. 

A senior defense official, however, said 
there are strong indications it was hit by an SA- 
3 surfece-ro-air missile. 

The official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said no mechanical problem was 
reported but an explosion was heard. NATO 
officials, without referring to the F-l 17A, said 
SA-3 missiles were fired Saturday. 

The F-l I7A pilot, whose identity was not 
made public, was reported in “good shape” at 
Aviano Mr Base in Italy after a daring rescue 
and recovery operation. 

The F- 1 17A went down near Budjenovri. 60 
kilometers nortliwest of Belgrade. The stealth 
fighter's loss was the first by NATO in the 
Kosovo operation. Allied planes, however, 
have shot down five RussiBn-made MiG-29 jet 
fighters. Including two that had flow over 
Bosnia. 

The F-II7A had never before gone down in 
combat, although it flew almost t ,300 sorties 
during the Gulf War in 1991 and was the only 
allied aircraft to strike targets in downtown 
Baghdad. 

' But the $45 million stealth fighters have had 
problems, including the September 1997 crash 
of one at a Maryland air show. The pilot-eject- 
ed safely, but the accident prompted die Air 
Force to temporarily ground the F-l 17s, sus- 
pending routine flights as a precautionary 

measure. . 

United States President Bill Clinton, who 
. planned to discuss the Kosovo situation later 
Sunday, was greeted by protesters as he 
attehded church. 

; US and IMTO officials provided a. few details 
of Saturday’s air attacks, which Included a for- 
'. ther use of the Air Force's B-2 Spirit bomber, a 


stealth aircraft built with radar-evading tech- 
nologies that are a leap ahead of those 
employed by the smaller 1 980s- vintage F- 1 1 7A 
lighter-bomber. 

NATO officials said 66 allied aircraft ] 
attacked 17 major targets on Saturday, includ- 
ing various elements of the Yiigosl.iv air 
defense network as well as an ail Held and an 
ammunition supply facility. 

Hie Pentagon released a few aerial pho- 
tographs of damage done by ihe NATO bomb- I 
ing. One showed a destroyed Serb military 
HQ in Kosovo, which US General Henry , 
Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, ; ( 
said was hit by an American cruise missile j > 
on the second night of the attacks. i * 

He denied that the loss of the F-H7A I »* 
would jeopardize the American monopoly fc 
on stealth technology. 

in Belgrade. Milosevic met government and 
army leaders and declared the country fit to 
continue its resistance. 

But there was growing fear in Montenegro, 
Setbia's sister republic in the Yugoslav federa- 
tion whose government is supported by the 
West that the attacks were only boosting 
Milosevic and threatening its own stability 

And the former ttigoslav republic of 
Macedonia, where NATO troops intended as 
Kosovo peacekeepers are based, said it would 
press urgently to be admitted to NATO as pro- 
tection from Serbia. 

Hie state-run Tfcnjug news agency said’ 
the Yugoslav people and armed forces were 
linked by "strong unity, a high patriotic con 
sdence and determination to endure in the 
just struggle against the criminal aggressors.' 

Britain said it would more than double its 
contribution of warplanes to the NATO mis- 
sion from eight to 20. . 

NATO' Secretary-General Javier Solano said 
the alliance was not planning to send . ground 
troops into Kosovo at present, but did not rule 
out that option, fraught with grave political 
risks for NATO govemments, In (Unite; . 

Several blasts rocked Belgrade on die fifth, 

, day of die NATO strikes and air-raid sirens 
walled from early morning. : ' 

1 Thnjug said missiles landed near two, air- 
ports In die suburbs.”- ; ;; : '■ ,. h 
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CROWN PRINCE 
HAMZAH TURNS 19 


Prince Hamzah attended 
military courses at the 
Jordan Armed Forces, 
including a parachute 
course, snipers course. 


TODAY MARKS THE nine- 
teenth birthday of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hamzeh Bin Al- 
Hussein. 

Born in 
Amman on 
March 29th 
1980, Crown 
Prince Hamzah t t r- _*• 

is the eldest son gOld medal jOf dlStltlCtlOtl 

Queen NooT ty and Al-Kawkab medal 

The Crown 

Prince attended his ele- bodyguard course, and his 


His Roydl Highness hds 
been accorded AI-Hussein 


mentary education in 
Amman where he excelled 
among his classmates as an 
avid reader of books, 
namely the Holy Koran, 
and was awarded numer- 
ous certificates of appreci- 
ation for his participation 
in curricular and extra cur- 
ricular educational and 
sports activities. 

Crown Prince Hamzah 
has also received a number 
of prizes for religious 
excellence, including "the 
dome of the rock" from the 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs in 1990, and 
the history prize from 
Harrow School in the 
United Kingdom, where he 
obtained his GCSE certifi- 
cate. 


other courses in the spe- 
cial forces and the anti ter- 
rorism units. 

Prince Hamzah holds the 
flying wing having success- 
fully completed a special 
course in helicopters, and 
an international certificate 
in scuba diving. 

His Royal Highness has 
also been accorded AI- 
Hussein gold medal for dis- 
tinction and Al-Kawkab 
medal. 

His Royal Highness's 
hobbies include shooting, 
fencing, judo, skiing and 
water skiing, as well as fly- 
ing. 

The Crown Prince has 
accompanied his late 
father, King Hussein on 
most of his recent official 


and state visits in many 
countries around the 
world, and has attended 
several Arab and interna- 
tional conferences by the 
side of the late King. 

Prince Hamzah 
was named Crown 
Prince ofjordanbya 
Royal Decree issued 
on February 7th, 
1999. 

Prince Hamzah is 
■ currently pursuing 
studies at the British 
Royal Military Academy of 
Sandhurst. 

Prince Hamzah was by 
the side of his late father 
during his treatment at the 
Mayo Clinic in the United 
States. He came to Jordan 
to remain by the late King's 
side during his last days, 
and later for the funeral. 

During his stay in 
Amman, the Crown Prince 
received a number of 
world dignitaries who 
came to Jordan to offer 
their condolences. 

Prince Hamzah has also 
interrupted his education 
at Sandhurts to join Royal 
family members in marking 
the end of 40 days of 
mourning over the passing 
away of the late King. 


flg AHMP - ; 

irS TRAGIC TO BE A REFUGEE, BUT MORE 
TO BE A 4TH GENERATION REFUGEE' 


PRINCESS AISHA VISITS 
SOS IN AQABA 


DEPUTIZING FOR HER 
Majesty Queen Noor the 
chairperson of the SOS 
foundation in Jordan, Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
A'ishah visited the SOS vil- 
lage in Aqaba on Sunday. 

Her Royal Highness dis- 
tributed gifts the children 
of the village on the occa- 
sion of Al Ad ha Eid. 

Her Royal Highness was 
briefed on the activities of 
the village and the current 
situation of the children liv- 
ing there. 

For their part, the chil- 
dren expressed their joy for 
Her Royal Highness' initia- 
tive, which they said 
reminded them of the Late 
King Hussein . and Queen 
Noor's numerous visits to 
the village. 

Princess A'isha was 
received upon her arrival 
by The Director of SOS and 
the social workers in the 
village —Petra. 



AMNESTY LAW LEAVES SOME 
FAMILIES OF PRISONERS IN DISMAY 

They are accused of pos- 
sessing, transferring and 
manufacturing bombs tbar 
were used in their attacks 
against the America® 
School. Jerusalem Hotel 
Garage and the car 
Senate Mohammed Um 
Keilani. 

The explosions took jwtf 

during April nnd Mai 
1998. resulting in ma,eni 
damage. ' ' 

The thirteen suspect 
accused of five differ 
crimes, some of tfhW** 
included In ’the.A^ 
l.aw. However, all ol. 
thirteen suspects If*, 
accused of 
crime, tharls' 1 "^ 
comm.it terrorist 
which Is 
des 147- ; an ^ / 
Penalty 
the year 

" crtoics t p 


FAMILIES OF THE ten con- 
victed suspects in the "lslah 
Wattahaddi" case (rehabili- 
tation and challenge) had 
their hopes high that their 
sons would be among those 
released in accordance with 
the Genera] Amnesty Law, 
which was decreed by ills 
Majesty King Abdullah Inst 
week. 

But, they were disap- 
pointed when the President 
of the State Security Court, 
Judge Yussef Fa’oury, post- 
poned the trial hearing of 
the case, which took place 
on March 23rd, the same 
day in which the Amnesty 
Law was approved by the 
Parliament: 

Five minutes through the 
ppening of the hearing, 
Judge Fa'oury ended the 
hearing and adjourned the 
trial to April 27th, leaving, 
families of the convicted 
dismayed and surprised by 
. the decision. 

•v > v “ Why .would he. do that?” 


would be released under 
the Amnesty Law. lull it 
seems 1 was wrong. 11 my 
son is guilty, then why don't 
they announce the punish- 
ment sentence and get it 
over with?" wondered a 
father of one ol the sus- 
pects, who asked to be 
unnamed. 

The father added that his 
son was beaten several 
times during the investiga- 
tions and that his son was 
forced to confess that lie 
was a main accomplice in 
the case, stressing once 
again that his son was not a 
part of it at all. 

"My son knows nothing 
about the explosions. I 
raised him to serve his 
country not to destroy it," 
said the father. 

The "lslah Wattahaddi" 
case -involves thirteen sus- 
pects. Ten are being 
detained . for investigation, 
while the remaining three 
are still at large, reportedly 
Outside die kingdom.- V 


iM GH COMMISSIONER O UNRWA, Peter 
Kalied on the international comnumi- 
Kentlv seek a solution to the refugees 
•^.describing their conditions as trag- 

** 861 that although the Palestinians 
Xhteh levels of education and health, it is 
Ser tragedy that the fourth generation of 
San refugees is still living in camps, 
interviewed by: As’ad Azzouni 
Sowing is the Rill text oNie interview: 

' ■tlB Arab Dally: What's all the talk about 

■rtmiprion at UNRWA? 

Corruption at UNRWA is some- 

tfcki that rumors are often spread about. No 
S conization like UNRWA could ever 
odiWy dalm tliat nobody would have an 
Incentive to do tilings that would be charac- 
ifrized as corruption. 

■ The important thing is that UNRWA has a 
very effective audit system, and as soon as 
any corruption case is discovered, it is dealt 
ivfth on the spot. 

UNRWA has put its finger on few cases or 
tonuptlon and a very firm action has been 
lien. Furthermore, we take preventive mea- 
sures trying to ensure it will never happen 
min. Therefore, l can safely say that the level 
of corruption in UNRWA is extremely low. 

.'The Arab Daily: Why is UNRWA completely 
dependent on donations? 

' Hansen: It is the same story with all of the 
UKfs institutions. All the specialized organiza- 
tions like UNDP, UN environment program. 
UNICEF, World food program. UNRWA and 
UNCHR are based on voluntary contributions. 

The only thing that UNRWA can provide 
from its own budget is the salaries of the 
international UNRWA staff, about {100} out ot 
{22,000) UNRWA employees. Thus all the 
donations, or voluntary contributions go to 
the reftigees. 

' The Arab Daily: But UNRWA is a special 
case, isn't It? 

Hansen: Every organization says it is a spe- 
cial case. I don’t know if it would be a partic- 
ularly good thing to be on the regular budget 
of the UN, because many countries have not 
paid their contributions to the UN, and there 
are many countries that are in deficit. So if 
UNRWA were on the regular budget, we will 
only then be receiving some of what coun- 


tries would pay over to the regular budget of 
the International Organization. 

But take some of our best contributors like 
Norway, which is paying 7 times as much 
through voluntary contributions to UNRWA, 
as they would have paid if we were on the 
regular budget. Sweden also is always paying 
five times as much as they should have been 
paying. There are other countries which are 
paying less. 

But, of course, l would like to be on the 
regular budget, if countries were paying what 
they arc committed to. In this case. 1 would 
know what money was coming in, and l 
would not have to ran around all the time to 
get more voluntary contributions. 

The Arab Daily: How do you see the fimirc 
of UNRWA? 

Hansen: 1 can see the future of UNRWA as 
being alive and active as long as there is a 
refugee problem in this region, which has not 
been solved through political negotiations. 

I hope UNRWA will continue to provide the 
same high quality services to the refugee 
population as it has always done. This is wiry 
overcoming this financial crisis is very impor- 
tant to me. 

The Arab Daily: How could you see a good 
and suitable resolution for the refugees 

^Hansen: A good resolution for the reftigees 
is being politically negotiated by the con- 
cerned parties, and UNRWA cannot be 
involved in politics. 

The Arab Daily: Israel refuses to implement 
the UN resolutions related to the Palestinian 
refugees. At the same time, the Jewish 
Agency is searching for the Jews all over the 
world to bring them to Palestine, what s your 
comment? 

Hansen: I'm not making the Israeli polity. 
Israel has never accepted UN resolution 194, 
and I can't be a teacher for them to tell them 
how they could contribute better to a solu- 
tion of the refugees problem. 

The Arab Daily: UNRWA was established to 
exclusively provide services to the Palestinian 
reftigees, whereas UNCHR serves other pur- 
poses, would you explain? 

Hansen: UNRWA was established within a 
week after UNCHR. That was due to the Arab 
countries’ demand that they wanted a specit- 


ic organization to provide services to this par- 
ticular refugee population. 

The Arab Daily; How do you view the con- 
ditions or the Palestinian reftigees in the 
camps? 

Hansen: I see it as being in many ways a 
very tragic situation according to all accepted 
standards. On the brighter side, the 
Palestinians are the best educated group in 
the region, and have relatively high health 
standards. 

Nevertheless, it is tragic to be a refugee, 
and it is even more tragic to be a refugee who 
belongs to the fourth generation of refugees. 

The Arab Daily: What is your message to 
the international community as Far ns the 
refugees conditions are concerned? 

Hansen: My message to the international 
community is to continue very, very actively 
to seek best resolutions to what is basically a 
political problem. Seek it peacefully, seek it 
through negotiations, but urgently. In the 
meantime, don't give up trying to meet the 
expectations of the Palestinians to get the 
minimum level of services. 

Peter Hansen has arrived in Jordan last 
week to sign an agreement on with Japan 
whereby the Japanese government grouts 
UNRWA the sum of 56.7 million for its food 
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program. 

The money will be used to purchase nee 
which will be distributed to needy families, 
mothers and pregnant women benefiting 
from UNRWA Nutritional Support Program. 

The visit coincides with the ongoing con- 
flict between UNRWA and its employees who 
are protesting against the agency's pay policy. 

Hansen on his pan sent a letter to UNRWA 
employees assuring them that the agency is 
taking reformative measures Including early 
pension, health insurance and a new salary 
scale which may considerably improve 
employment conditions in the agency. 

The visit also comes at a time when 
UNRWA suffers badly from a budget deficit 
estimated at 560 million which might force 
UNRWA to cut down services to the Refugee 
Camps. 


THE US PASSIVITY vis-a-vis whatever relates to pressuring Israel in o 
compliance with the peace accords remains a major obstacle to Mideast 
stability and constitutes the main umbrella to Israeli intransigence. 

The statement by the spokesman of the US embassy m ’ W Aviv 7 ^ 
rerday, tlwr Israel does not have to resume rroop withdrawals ifrom the 
occupied Palestinian territories until the ftilestimans 
mitments 1 under the Wye agreement, was described as a sharp change 
of emphasis" by the US administration. It was in fact a newconfirora- 
tion that the American stance is out of step with the miemanonal com- 
munity as regards the peace process between Arabs and Israels. 

The timing of the statement could be explained as a balance to the 
EU Berlindeclaration on Thursday. If so.dre,, the US should nrcons.de 
because her sharp change oF emphasis is a most untimely that cannot 

tr™S f r a ; d |es t ,lan' S honest ^e.nen,, 
tion of the Wye accords and urging the Israelis to carry out their part ofj 

,h |,ttm, S h that during his lad visit to Washington, Present tear 
Arafat was received by a hostile majority in lire Senate and Housl of 
Representatives who played in the hands of the Israeli prone minister's 
£ campaign by rejecting the right of the Palest, mnn people :o 
declare a state when tire Oslo process expires on May 4. Now 
administration is no better on this. 

When Netanyahu reacted arrogantly, on rhursday. to the .^ B ™ 
declaration and said that the 1 5-nation organization is disqualified 1mm 
X p-lin the peace process, he was exploiting the US protective 
I umbrella to the limit. So did his foreign nunrster Shai^^he^ 
ed recently that the UN resolution 181 is null and void. The 
applies to his ambassador to France Ben Elhsar who called on the Arabs 
to "forget about |Sccuiity Council) resolution 242. the baas of the 
Madridconference of 1991. and who still refuses to meet Ins Palestinian] 

^rrK.t'rimeiw for tire US to be in step with the international 
i community's accelerated consensus on an overdue recognition o h * 
Palestinian people's right to a stale and self-determination, aiul to drop 
its protective umbrella which is supporting Israeli intransigent and 
imMuneing the occupation of Arab lands 


reiving some of what coun- camion _ " ^ a 

UJ PRESIDENT DENIES GIVING 
|N TO STUDENT COUNCIL 

_ . - ■ *.L^ Af chi 


THE PRESIDENT OP the University of 
Jordan (Uj) dismissed allegations by the 
Students’ Council that amendments to 
the letter marking system have been 
introduced as a result of a wave of 
protests by the students, but the stu- 
dents’ representatives stick to their story. 

"No agreement has been reached with 
the council as regards to the marking sys- 
tem, and the administration has pledged 
nothing in this respect," said Wfeleed 
Maani, President of UJ. 

Maant said the only change that took 
place was when the university announced 
that the faculty members will take part in 
seminars and workshops aiming at more 
objective application of the present 
marking system. 

The President maintained his previous 
position that no evaluation of the mark- 
ing process would occur before the year 
2000, when a whole generation of uni- 
versity students will have graduated.. 

According to Harlth Fakhrl, Head of the 
Students Council at the UJ* a meeting was: 
held between Maani and ail the council 


members nine days ago in which “the 
President showed great understanding of 
the students' demands and promised a 
prompt solution or the problem, saying 
that a series of workshops was underway 
to upgrade lecturers’ proficiency in using 

the letter grading system." 

The students' representative, added 
that It was agreed at the meetmg that _ a 
unified grading method would 

0P ”The Curve Method is the only means 
of evaluation to be applied Instead of the 
four methods in use now, Fakhrl told 
The Arab Dally referring to the agree- 

m The contradiction between the two 

statements Is more profound. 

The students’ council issued test week 
a statement in which they claimed the 
. administration of the universi^ had 
agreed that three years was enough to 
conduct an evaluation study of _the j grnd- 
ing system, but Maani dismissed the all*- 

gario'n and tlje sit In that took place on 
K i7« “nonsense and as maneuvers 


on the part of students' council members 
to gain more popularity among the UJ 
students especially that the elections for 
the Students' Council were upcoming. 

In response, Fakhr, pn Sunday, 
expressed his astonishment at the presi- 
dents' attitude and denied claims of the 
agreement. 

“Everybody was there [at the meeting) 
and even a draft of statement was. dis- 
cussed and the president agreed to it, 
the head of the Students’ Council said. 

Fakhrl also denied what Maani claimed 
that the protests against the grading sys- 
tem were part of an election campaign. 

"it's a matter of : speculation, because 
most of the members of the present 
council are not running foT .thp upcoming 
elections, and tile jssue.will not be killed 
even if new moflbets are elected." . 

The issue of the; letter-grading system 

has been a source of dispute between the 
I council, dominated by theMslamlsts^ and 
the UJ admlnlstijatlon- ^r ■; •%.; 
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IN MEMORY OF die late King Hussein, the Jordan Hashemite 
Fund for Human Development distributed Eid sacrifices and 
other food items to poor families over the first two days of Eid 
Ai Adha. 

Initiated by the Higher Committee for the AI Bir and Al Ihssan 
(Charity) Campaign, the donations were given out to 2100 fam- 
ilies around the Kingdom. 

The Committee had held a meeting last week, chaired by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abb ad i in 
which they decided to distribute donations and sacrifices to 
impoverished families as a tribute to the soul of the late King 
on the occasion of Eid AI Adha. 

50 social development centers in urban, rural and badia 
areas, who had collected the donations, sent out volunteers to 
visit the families. 

The move symbolized the immortal values and humanitarian 
principles that marked the life of the late King Hussein. 

The work and activities of the Hashemite Fund for Human 
Development are inspired by the late King's statement “humans 
are our most precious asset". 

Aid, estimated atJOD 50 thousands, was distributed by teams 
jointly set up by the Fund, the social centers and other volun- 
tary societies around the Kingdom. 

AI Bir and AI Ihsan campaign is carried out by the Hashemite 
FuiwUlhroughout the year and operates more actively during 
the month of Ramadan in providing assistance for impoverished 
families — Petra. 
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MINISTER OF AWQAF and Islamic Affairs Abdul-Salam Abbadi, 1 
heading the Jordanian mission to Saudi Arabia, made a tour of 
the camps ofjordanian pilgrims, performing the Haj in Makkah 
to inspect their living and health conditions.. 

The minister was accompanied by a number of deputies also 
performing the Haj in Makkah. 

in an interview with Jordan Television, the Minister said the 
pilgrims were enjoying comfortable living conditions, and that 
their affairs were being constantly monitored by the mission, 
which undertakes that their Haj procedures run according to 
regulations. 

The Minister also said that the medical delegation were pro- 
viding full medical services to pilgrims around the Holy site, 
where several climes have been opened for this purpose. 

Head of the medical delegation said that all the necessary 
medical equipment and medications were available and acces- 
sible to all those who may need medical attention, but assured 
that all Jordanian pilgrims enjoyed good health — Petra. 
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MINISTER OF TRANSPORT and Telecommunications, Jamal 
Sarairah visited Sunday The Ports Corporation in Aqaba. 

The Minister met with the Director General of The 
Corporation, Mohammad Dalabih, who briefed him on the 
activities of the corporation and problems hampering the devel- 
opment of its work. 

Sarairah then discussed with the Director General the costs 
of transferring the Phosphate and Main ports to the southern 
area of the city. 

The meeting also dealt with the development of the 
Industrial Ports. 

The Minister then inspected the main port, rice and cement 
ports as well as AI Safi Salt Export Project. 

Sarairah also visited the passengers station and the new 
trucks station project executed by The United Company. 

• The new station includes parks and restaurants for drivers 
and is expected to considerably undermine the problem of 
trucks clustering in the city of Aqaba — Petra. 
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SOUQ PEDDLERS: THIS IS ONE OF Tiff 
SLOWEST EIDS IN MANY YEARS 

VERY FEW PEOPLE carried shop- | IS R U 

that Friday preceding the Eid. Not \ H|| B 

to receive more than 200 buyers 

per day," complains Alnnad Biqai’, : .v 

a textile merchant. But, the owner has hopes that howled “one item for one JOD," A decade ago, shop ow 

Biqai 1 blames rite situation on these same window shoppers will while their compatriot peddlers would rarely open their shop: 

the lack of foreign workers in the back on the second and in downtown streets who gave a the third or fourth day. Str 

countiy, which he says has had a third day of Eid after they get better deal of "six items lor one would be crowded with on 

major effect on his sales. their "Eidiat’' (money gifts). JOD or five items for one JOD and shoppers on the night before 

The owner of shoe shop in Some hopeful shop owners take one for free." Restaurants would bustle 1 

Sweifiyeh. usually frequented by opened their shops yesterday on Distributors like Walid Kluunis expatriates and tourists f 
endless torrents of teenagers the second day of Eid, in contra- who sells toys and gadgets to neighboring Gulf Arab count 

looking for the latest liypes, also diction to custom, whereby shops these street peddlers expert- Rut this year, it appears that 

complained saying "my sales have sta y dosed till the third day at enced the souq's depression, as pie chose to spend their B 

lessened comparing to last Eid." least, in anticipating delayed those small merchants haggled home or at visits to relatives. 

“Do not be misled by the scene potential shoppers. with him to the last lils. The only people who nu 

of all these people standing The souq ' s depression, mean- “In any Eid, toy sales go up." killing this year were lives 

here," Blsher adds, referring to w hile. has also affected black Khamis says. But unlike other traders (see related story), 

the large number of people paw- labor sectors such as Jabal Al Eids. says' Khamis. “this one 

ing tlie shops' goods. Hussein's streets peddlers who appears to be a slow one." Dy SAMAH HhM 
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But, the owner has hopes that 
these same window shoppers will 
come back on the second and 
third day of Eid after they get 
their "Eidiat'' (money gifts). 

Some hopeful shop owners 
opened their shops yesterday on 
the second day of Eid, in contra- 
diction to custom, whereby shops 
stay dosed till the third day at 
least, in anticipating delayed 
potential shoppers. 

The souq's depression, mean- 
while, has also affected black 
labor sectors such as jabal Al 
Hussein's streets peddlers who 


howled “one item for one JOD," 
while their compatriot peddlers 
in downtown streets who gave a 
better deal of "six items lor one 
JOD or five items for one JOD and 
take one for free." 

Distributors like Walid Khamis 
who sells toys and gadgets to 
these street peddlers experi- 
enced the souq's depression, as 
those small merchants haggled 
with him to the last lils. 

“In any Eid, toy sales go up," 
Khamis says. But unlike other 
Eids, says' Khamis. “this one 
appears to be a slow one." 




A decade ago, shop owwrs 
would rarely open their shops till 
the third or fourth day. Streets 
would be crowded with can and 
shoppers on the night before Eid. 

Restaurants would bustle with 
expatriates and tourists from 
neighboring Gulf Arab countries. 
Rut this year, it appears that peo- 
ple chose to spend their Bd at 
home or at visits to relatives. 

The only people who made a 
killing this year were livestock 
traders (see related story). 


by SAMAR 



PASSING THROUGH THE streets of Amman ’ 
during the days preceding Al-Adha Eid, one 
would see scores of sheep tied to barns ^ 
under the watchful eyes of their owners, the 
scene is typical of Al-Adha. 

During the bad weather days Bahjat ai , > 
Nawayseh (Abu Mohammad) erects his barn- 
tent which contains sheep and cows for the 
duration of ten days during which his busi- 
ness booms as Muslims buy the beasts to j 
sacrifice them during the Eid. 

“This is an occasion to increase cattle i 
owners income, and to help the poor, many 
of whom are only remembered by the lucki- 
er ones on the Eid," Abu Mohammad says. 

Abu Mohammad said that most people 
only came to his tent during the last two 
days preceding the Eid. However, during 
those two days he has managed to sell 
about "100 heads." 

Sacrifice according to Islam is a positive 
traditional practice kept by the prophet 
Mohammed, and those who can afford It are 
strongly urged by the Koran to undertake It. 

Sheep or other sacrifices are slaughtered 
between the hour following the Eid prayer 
and the sunset of the fourth day after Eid. 

Sacrificing aims at helping the poor and 
thus spread goodwill between the rich and the 
poor in the community.. 

People who do not wish to pursue the prac- 
tice themselves, can pay the equivalent cost of 
a sacrifice to the Ministry of Awkaf and Islamic 
Affairs which .passes on the money to Zakah 
committees, who in turn undertake the 
slaughtering and distribution of the sacrifices 
to the poor families. 

There arq more than one hundred Zakah 
committees In Jordan," Ali Ababdeh director of 
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Zakah committees. said. 

In addition to Jordanian citizens’ sacrifices 
the country rereives around 20,000 head of 
sheep that come from Saudi Arabia, which dis- 
tributes through its Zakah committees, the 
sacrifices of the pilgrims to other Islamic coun- 
tries around the world. 

According to Sunnah in Islam, the sacrificed 
sheep should be In a good health condition 
and have completed one year of ag£. : 
Regarding the distribution of the meat, a 
; person who sacrifices an animal can keep one 


third of the meet for himself and his family, 
i me third to next of kin and one third to be 
distributed to the poor. 

According to exegesis nf Surah al Safa 
verses Mil- 117. and Fiqh Al-Sunna by 
Yousef Qardawi, sacrifice is deep rooted® 
the Islamic religion. 

Grand sire Ihraliint, who lived until the 
age of hundred years or more, without taw 
children Iront his wife Snra. deddw n 
marry another woman hoping she 
give blitli to a child. So lie 
who conceived and gave birth to a Wj 
hoy who was named Ismail. ibratoi m 
in Helmut while Isma'll was tout 0 
Makkah. Ihraltlm saw in a 
that lu* should sacrifice Ills 
lie didn't hesitate and he went to J®* 
and told Ismail that Allah cowang* 
to slay him as a sacrifice. 
what you have been conmwt^ed to 
Ibrahim took Isma'll to Menah 
hut the devil tried to prevent Mm 
obeying the command or Allan, . ' 

Allah revealed to Ibraliiifi • 

pelt the devil with seven 
three times. Ibrahim ondls^W^ 
other farewell, then Isma'll said 
hands to my side ondIay m M^_ 
downward so that you will not 
purpose when you are lookfog-. 
tried to cut Ismail's head 
wouldn’t respond and He ‘ 
results so Gabriel (the 
and told Ibrahim tp slaughter, tww^ 
of Isma'll. and tbU>*^^":j 


came from; 









ARABS HAIL EU STATEMENT 
ON PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD 


AGENCIES -Jordan joined the 

Arab nations on Saturday ... 
upraise of the stand taken 

by European leaders who called 

br Palestinian statehood within 
, year. Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hah Khatib described the EU 
statement as a "positive devel- 
opment and very important for 

achieving a just and lasting set- 
tlement to the peace process. 

-The move at the end will 
receive unanimous global sup- 
port,” he added In remarks car- 
ried by Petra news agency. 

In Syria, an official newspa- 
per described it as “an Impor- 
tant step." 

“No doubt this declaration of 
the European Union... and its 
stress on the Palestinian right 
to self-determination and 
establishing a state, form an 
Important step at this time," 
state ran Ai Thawra newspaper 
said. 

European leaders' strongest 
support yet for Palestinian 
statehood came Friday at the 
end of their* three-day summit 
in Germany. In a statement, 
they said that Israel should ful- 


fill the “unqualified Palestinian 
right" to independence within a 
year. 

Doing so. the leaders said 
“would be the best guarantee 
for Israeli security." • 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said Friday 
that a Palestinian state would 
endanger Israel. A Palestinian 
state, he said, could build a 
large army and forge alliances 
with regimes hostile to Israel. 

The Arab newspaper KhaleeJ 
Times of the United Arab 
Emirates said the European 
Union's backing of Palestinian 
statehood was significant for its 
wording and timing. 

"The declaration is the 
strongest affirmation so far by 
the European community of its 
belief in the 'inalienable and 
unrestricted right' of the 
Palestinians to self determina- 
tion," the independent newspa- 
per said. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has said he may declare a 
Palestinian state on May 4, but 
he was widely expected to 
postpone such a step until after 


Israel's May 17 elections. 

Syria: HU more 
sincere than US 

In Damascus, Syria said 
Sunday that the European 
Union, which came out in favor 
of a Palestinian state, is more 
sincere than the United States 
in its intentions to resolve the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

"The European Union has 
shown that it is the most sin- 
cere in the hunt for solutions to 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict because 
it is near this region and has 
historical ties with it," the offi- 
cial Syrian newspaper Tishrin 

said. 1 

“file European Union isn’t 
biased toward the Arabs but 
has adopted a policy in line 
with international law while the 
United States, the main spon- 
sor of the peace process, has 
reneged on its commitments 
under pressure from the Zionist 
lobby" Tishrin charged. 

The European body issued a 
statement Friday from its Berlin 
summit reaffirming “the contin- 
uing and unqualified Palestinian 
right to self-determination. 


POLL: MAJORITY OF ISRAELIS FAVOR 
IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON 


TEl AVIV (AP) — For the first 
time ever, a majority of Israelis 
favor immediate, unilateral with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from 
Lebanon, according to a poll pub- 
lished Sunday. 

The poll showed 55 percent of 
respondents supporting immedi- 
ate, unilateral withdrawal, com- 
pared with 44 percent in 1998 
and 41 in 1997. 

Thejaffee Center for Strategic 
Studies poll has a margin of error 
of three percentage points. 

Israel Invaded Lebanon in 
1982. When it pulled out in 
1985, it carved out a "security 
zone" in the south to protect 
Israel’s northern border against 
raids by Lebanese or Palestinian 


guerrillas. 

Protests have been mounting 
in Israel over losses among tlte 
1 ,500 Israeli soldiers in the zone, 
most of them killed by a 
Lebanese guerrilla group, the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah. 

The army maintains that Israeli 
casualties have been falling; 
nonetheless, public sensitivity 
has increased. 

Withdrawal has become an 
issue in the May 17 elections, 
with all three major candidates 
promising a negotiated pullout 
in the near future. 

Unlike most security issues, 
this one aits across the tradition- 
al party lines, with some promi- 
nent doves warning that unilater 


al withdrawal would be a tlisaster 
mid some veteran hawks among 
those claiming that the army 
could defend the border just as 
well from inside Israeli territory. 

Those opposed to unilateral 
withdrawal argue that Syria, 
which lias over 30,000 troops in 
Lebanon and is the real power 
there, will always encourage 
guerrilla attacks on the Israeli- 
Lebanese border to pressure 
Israel to return the Golan 
Heights. 

Israel captured die strategic 
plateau in the 1967 Mideast war. 

The poll was conducted 
between Jan. 25 and March 7. 
The size of the sample was 
1,203. 


ISRAELI PUBLIC •T!?™ 

RESUMES AFTER WEEKEND BREAK 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A general 
strike by 400,000 Israeli public 
sector workers resumed Sunday 
after a break for the Jewish 
Sabbath, with unions vowing to 
toughen their protest unless die 
government agrees to wage con- 
cessions. 

Thlks between the Histadrut 
trade union federation and the 
ministry of finance late Saturday 
failed to resolve the dispute 
which centers on how much 
salaries should be increased to 
keep pace with inflation. 

Garbage piled up in the streets 
of all Israel’s towns and cities and 
workers at Israel’s main Ben 
Gurion International airport said . 
they would prevent planes, from • 


departing for a three-hour period 
Sunday morning. 

But the unions did not threat- 
en to doge, down the airport at a 
time when tens of thousands of 
Israelis plan to travel abroad for 
the weeklong Jewish holiday of 
Passover which begins 
Wednesday. 

Many airlines flying out or 
Israel brought their Sunday 
flights forward to Saturday as a 

precaution. . „ 

The strike, which began 
Wednesday but was suspended 
Friday and Saturday for the 
Sabbath, Has shut down state ; 
defense firifis and most govern- 
ment offices antfdisrupted work 
bt public Hospitals arid the elec*. 


trldty and water authorities. 

The walkout also halted broad- 
casting by state radio and televi- 
sion stations. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu charged that the 
strike was a bid to embarrass his 
right-wing government and 
obtain unreasonable concessions 
ahead of May 17 general eleo 

tions. • 

"This is an attempt at black- 
mail before Passover and the 
elections to extort money from 
the public coffers." Netanyahu 
said. 

The unions are demanding an 
8.6 percent' cost-qWivijig wage 
hike Tor 1998 ; while the govern- 
ment has- refused to offer more 
than a 3,1 petent pay Increase. 


including the option of a state." 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu says a 
Palestinian state would pose a 
danger to Israel’s existence. 

Tlte 1993 Oslo interim peace 
accords call for Israel and the 
Palestinians to negotiate the 
"final status” of the West Bank, 

Gaza Strip and Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

The EU also called in its 
statement for the "early 
resumption of negotiations on 
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of the peace process. 

Syrian-lsraeli peace talks 
were broken off in February 
1996. 

Syria demands that Israel 
agree to hand back the entire 
Golan Heights as a condition 
for resuming the talks. 

Israel, which occupied the 
strategic plateau in the 1967 
Middle East conflict, said it 
wants to resume the talks with- 
out conditions. 

Lebanon says it cannot make 
peace with Israel before the 
Jewish state concludes a peace 
accord with Da mascus. 

ISRAELI F-16 
CRASHES, CREW . 
EJECTS 

ASHQELON (AFP) — Alt Israeli 
F-16 jet fighter suffered engine 
failure and crashed into the 
Mediterranean on Sunday, but 
the two crewmen ejected and 
were rescued, the army said. 

The pilot was slightly 
injured in the incident, which 
occurred during a training 
flight near the coastal city of 
Ashqclon. 50 kilometers south 
of Tel Aviv, it said. 

It was the third American- 
made F-16 to crash in Israel | 
since September 1997 and the 
air force announced an Investi- 
gation into the causes of the 
accident. 

"During a training flight off 
the coast near Ashqelon the F- 
16 pilot detected a problem 
with the engine and the crew 
had to eject over the sea," the 
I army said in a statement. 

Israel Radio quoted military 
sources as expressing concern 
about the 30 -million-dqllar US 
I warplane given that 34 of 
them have crashed worldwide 
I since 1997. 

The US Defense Department 
I announced this weekend that 
Washington intended to sell an 
additional 50 F-16s to Israel in 
1 a deal valued at two billion 
1 dollars. "• ... 

The Jaffee Center for 
Strategic Studies in TW Aviv 
reported in'. 1995 . that Israel 
had 250 F : 16’s in Its arsenal; ; 


FULL TEXT 

OF THE EU STATEMENT 


Following is the foil text of the EU statement which was released 

^roHeadfof State and Government c/the Enm^anUnion rea^ 

Firm their support for a negotiated settlement in the Middle Cast, to 
reflect the principles of land for peace and ensure the security both 
collective and Individual of the Israeli and Palestinian W** 
in this context, the European Union welcomes the decision tire 
Palestinian National council -and associated bodies to 
nullification of the provisions in the Palestinian 
which called for die destruction of Israel and to reaffirm their com- 
mitment to recognize and live In peace with Israel. . 

However, the European Union remains concerned at ^eairrent 
deadlock In tire peace process and calls uppn the parties to imple- 
ment folly and immediately the Wye River ^ 

The European Uhion also calls upon the. parties ^ teaffin>Vthe«r 
commitments to die basic principles 

work of Madrid. Oslo and subsequent agreements, in accordance 
with UNSC Resolutions 242 and 338. ,„ndtiona1 

It urges the parties to agree on an extension of the transitional 

period established by the Oslo agreements. . 

P The European Union calls in particular for an early resumption^ 
final status negotiations in the coming months on m accel ^ a ^ ed 
basis, and for these to be. brought to a prompt conclusion and not 

Pr t’Cp"n believes to it should be possible ,o coo- 
dude the negotiations within a target penod of one year. 

U expresses Its readiness to work to facilitate an early condusion 

l ° The European Union urges both parties to refrain from activities 
which prejudge the outcome of those final status i^otmtioM and 
from any activity contraiy to international law, mduding all settle- 
ment activity, and to fight indtement and violence. 

The European Union reaffirms the continuing and unqualified 
Palestinian right to self-determination including the option of a state 
and looks forwaid to the early folfillmeiir of this right. 

It appeals to the panics to strive in good faith tor a negotiated 
solution on the basis of the existing agreements, without prejudice 
to this right, which is not subject to any veto. 

The European Union is convinced that the creation of a democ a- 
tic. viable and peaceful sovereign Palestinian State on jbchasiso 
existing agreements and through negotiations would be the best 
gu arantecof Israel's security and Israel's acceptance as an equal part- 

European Union declares its readiness to consider tire recog- 
nition of a Palestinian State in due course in accordance with iht 

basic prindples referred to above. 

The European Union also calls for an early resumption °rnegotin- 
linns on rhe Syrian and Lebanese arts i of the r Mrcld'e to* 
Process, leading co the implementation of UNSCRs 242, 338 ancles. 


US: PALESTINIANS 
MUST MEET COMMITMENTS I 
BEFORE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a sharp change of emphasis, a US official said ^ 
Sunday that Israel does not have to resume troop withdrawals in 
the West Bank until the Palestinians meet their commitments 
under the Wye agreement. 

US embassy spokesman Larry Schwartz stressed tha [ the Un t d 
States still expects Israel to unfreeze other aspects of the US -bro- 
kered Wye River accords. , „ 

Until recently, Washington had blamed Israel for the curr 
deadlock in the peace process, saying the Palestinians have gone 
a Iona way towards fulfilling their obligations. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu froze Wye River .n 
December, accusing the Palestinians of failing to contain anti-Israel 

W '°?you read the Wye agreement you see that the hand I over i of 
territory is the last step, and that other conditions have to be met 

first by the Palestinians," Schwartz said. • . f 

The conditions. Schwartz listed include the c0 ^ l °". of 
weapons from Palestinian opposition groups sudi as Ham^the 
prosecution and imprisonment or activists who have Wl fod teraeffs. 
since the Oslo accords; and consistent cooperation with Israel In 
prevention! of suicide bombings.and other arta^ agau^ lsrae!^ 
%e have to make sure that there ; is , no;^I«^o«w 
Schwartz told The Associated Pressi using Netanyahu s term F 
what he says is ^Palestinian policy of arresting then releasing 

i ^fsraeV tnust also fiilffil its other commitments without delay; 

[ he said. - v ' T v • •. 
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TEL AVIV (AP} — An Israeli man was lightly wounded while 
attempting to cross the Israeli border into Jordan, according to a 
statement published Sunday by the Israeli army. The statement 
said diat Israeli army soldiers on a routine patrol Friday identified 
the footsteps of a man leading toward the Jordanian border near 
the Dead Sea. After a pursuit, the man was caught. During his cap- 
ture, he was shot accidentally by a bullet from one of the soldiers. 
The army would only identify him as an Israeli citizen. The man 
was subsequently transferred to a hospital for medical care, and 
the army is checking the circumstances of the incident.. 
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NABLUS (AP) — Palestinian security forces released ten Islamist 
activists after concluding that they had not been involved in illegal 
activities, a senior security official said Sunday. Cen. Mohammad 
Jabareen, director of the jneid prison, said that the prisoners were 
released from the prison late Saturday after a review or their flies 
and as a gesture to the Muslim holiday of Al Adha, or feast of the 
sacrifice. The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) arrested scores 
of activists from the Islamic Jihnd and Hainas groups after anti- 
Israel attacks. Most are held without charges or trial, according to 
human rights groups. 




in Morocco 

RABAT (AFP) — Gambian President %hya Jammeh was married in 
Morocco, official sources said on Sunday. No details were given 
about his wife, said by some sources to be a Moroccan national. 
Jamineh, 34, began a visit to Morocco on Wednesday. Officials said 
the wedding on Friday was attended by Morocco's Crown Prince 
Sldl Mohammad, his younger brother Prince Moulay Rachid. and 
King Hassan ll’s two daughters, Princesses Lalla Meriem and Lalla 
Asmaa. Also present were Morocco's Prime Minister 
Abderrahmane Ybussoufi, other government members and African 
envoys accredited to the north African country. Moroccan authori- 
ties provided a luxurious residence for the west African head of 
state. 
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SANAA (AFP)— Czech Foreign Minister JSn Kavan is due in Yemen 
Friday for talks which wall focus on plans for the construction of a 
Skoda car assembly plant and possibilities of investing in the Aden 
free zone, the official Saba news agency said Sunday. During his 
two-day visit, Kavan will also hold talks on strengthening ties 
between the two countries and discuss cooperation in develop- 
ment, investment and trade, the agency said. The Czech company 
Aero recently concluded a contract for the deliveiy of 12 military 
training aircraft to Yemen this year. Aero. 35 percent of which is 
owned by the US company Boeing, is also to supply Yfemen with 
spare parts and undertake training for pilots and mechanics. 




NAIROBI (AFP) — An armed Somali fart ion has lifted a ban it 
imposed last November on transport vehicles between Mogadishu 
and Baidoa and pledged to protea aid workers and their property, 
it said Sunday. The Ralianwein Resistance Army (RRC) said in a 
statement sent to AFP here that it was lifting the ban to allow nor- 
mal transport of relief aid and other commercial activities between 
the Somali capital and Baidoa in the southwestern Bay and Bakol 
regions. "Unarmed public transport and vehicles of aid agencies 
are not forbidden to travel on this rpute," RRA representative here 
Sayid Ahmad Sheik Mohammad said. 


•J-i'JI (• I il w I if. U , I , , ! J .r Iffl 


laUbHnw 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon moved its clocks forward one hour at mid- 
night Saturday, ushering in seven months of daylight savings time. 
Lebanon is now three hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. 


HILLARY CLINTON ARRIVES " 
IN MARRAKECH DURING MOROCCO V|$h 

1ARRAKESH (AFP) —US ^ ^ • . A 

irst- Lady Hillary Clinton ' x \ V ‘. '' M <f ' * 

rrivpri at Marrakech in ' *1. * 1 . . % V'" l 1 •• 


MARRAKESH (AFP) —US 
First- Lady Hillary Clinton 
arrived at Marrakech in 
Morocco on Sunday for the 
second day of a private 
visit to the nortli African 
country. President 

Clinton's wife, with their 
daughter Chelsea, arrived 
in Morocco on Saturday 
and went to Errachidia and 
then Erfoud, on the edges 
of the desert, and to the 
Oued Ziz valley near 
Ouarzazate, where she vis- 
ited a school and hospital 
complex. Hillary Clinton's 
stay in Morocco is due to 
last six days. She arrived 
from Hinisia after a similar 
visit to Egypt. 
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US First Lady Hillary Clinton (10 moots Tunisian president ZIne il-Abidlne Ben Ahi 
the Carthage Palace in Tunis on Friday at the end ol her three day visit to Tunisia* 


IRAQ CALLS FOR UNITED FRONT 
AGAINST UNITED STATES 


BAGHDAD (R) — An official Iraqi newspa- 
per called on Sunday for a united front 
against the United States and its "imperial- 
ist" policies as NATO air strikes against 
Yugoslavia entered a fifth day. 

Hie call came a day after a US official 
reportedly warned President Saddam 
Hussein not ro take advantage of the 
Yugoslav crisis and step up Iraq's military 
defiance to Washington. 

“The continued aggression against Iraq 
and the current aggression on Yugoslavia 
should alert die international community 
to the necessity of taking serious measures 
to confront the imperialist threat," Al 
Thawra newspaper said. 

“If efforts are not unified and there is no 
real, organized work, the imperialist 
American danger will spread and Include 
other countries," the mouthpiece of the 


ruling Baath Party said. 

"Hie understanding of independence 
and sovereignty does nor receive the nec- 
essary respect at an age when the raging 
American bull is unleashed on the world." 

Iraq has strongly condemned NATO's 
attacks .on Yugoslavia over Kosovo which 
began on Wednesday. The attacks have 
received wide coverage in Baghdad's offi- 
cial media which is usually dominated by 
local news. 

US Assistant Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk was quoted by the London-based 
newspaper Al Hayat as saying that the 
United States was capable of dealing with 
any military threat he might consider dur- 
ing the attacks on Yugoslavia. 

"If Saddam believes that we do not have 
the ability to face any challenge lie might 
pose against us as we are involved in lion- 
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dling the crisis in Kosovo, then he wwHbe 
making a big mistake," Indyk was quoad 
oil Saturday as saying. 

"We have big capabilities at the slag* of 
operations in the Middle East that are capa- 
ble of lacing any threats and will rot be 
affected by what is happening in Kosovo,' 
Indyk said. 

Al I laynt said it would publish the fill 
interview on Monday. 

Iraq is enjoying a respite in its confront 
tions with US and British warplanes «a 
two no-fly zones as NATO pounii 
Yugoslavia over Kosovo, 

But sources in Baghdad believe the lit) 
or iiciiun in the skies over northern ml 
sou l hern Iraq in the past nine days is lirtri 
to the Muslim pilgrimage or Haj seasonal 
the i:id Al Adlia feast rather than a change 
of policy in Baghdad or Washington. 


AUSTRALIAN SHIP 
TO JOIN UN 
SANCTION TEAM 
AGAINST IRAQ 


CANBERRA, Australia (ffl- 
Auslralia will send the giow 
missile frigate HMAS Meta‘S 
to the Arabian Gulf to W 
enforce sanctions against 1(4 
Defense Minister John Ho« 
said Sunday. 

"IIMAS Melbourne wffl* 
going to the United Na» 
fonx* In the 
about the end of April. 

said In a television Interview 

He said die ; vessel 
serve ns part of tteg 
deployment imd?f ItfWr 

for enforcement actidn Jr • 

lra, Their Tole : b’. W'.jS : 
ships or smali vejwjs ^ 
be carrying cargo : 

IraC) which .is 
sanction from ':®J‘ •• 

. Nations" he. : 

Melbourne 

•: : Six^otherAdSh^^J : 
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CELEBRATE FEAST OF THE SACRIFICE 


. Hundreds of thou- 
gh of Muslim pilgrims began 
perfoiming die symbolic ritual of 
^ ,he devil for the second 
to Sunday under a searing desert 
„„ and amid tight Saudi security. 

Helicopters hovered over the 
mountain plain near Mina. 10 kilo- 
uieiHS north of Mecca, which was 
a sea oF white, dotted by the 
green and black umbrellas of 
due seeking relief from the 

scorching sun. 

The ritual that symbolizes the 
ejection of Satan’s temptations 
began at noon Sunday (0900 
aft) and is to last until midnight 
(2100 GMT) when a total of 1.7 
million pilgrims, dressed in seam- 
less white robes, will have thrown 
pebbles at three pillars of light 
gray stone that represent the 
devil. With each pebble, the pil- 
grims chanted “Allahu Akbar,” or 
"God Is Great." 

Some pilgrims took shelter 
from the sun by standing under 
trees or bridges. 

Hie Haj ends Monday with a 
third and final visit to throw small 
stones at the 15-meter-high pillars 
before wrapping up their journey 
to Islam's holiest cities of Mecca 
and Medina. 

More than 45,000 personnel 
have been mobilized to den! witli 
the pilgrims, including security 
troops, caterers and medical 


V&lkways have been widened. 
iany covered to provide shade. 
Some 58 tunnels were being 
ised by buses and cars and 750 
ons of garbage have been 
leaned up in the area, according 
o Saudi officials quoted by news- 
upeis. They said pilgrims had 
nade 70 million telephone calls 
since the Haj began Friday. 

At the tent city in Mina 
Saturday, pilgrims enjoyed a feast 
of freshly slaughtered sheep, 
goats and camels. The slaughters 
marked the start of one of the 
most important Islamic holidays - 
Eid Al Adha, or Feast of the 
Sacrifice. The three-day event 
commemorates the sacrifice by 
the biblical Abraham, or Ibrahim, 
of a ram in place of his son. 


86,000 receive U P 5 

medical care P aV( 

Some 86,000 pilgrims have s 

received medical care around S™' 

Islam's holiest sites in the last two fro J 
days, Saudi authorities said bo! 
Sunday. * im 

On Friday alone, when the pil- 35 i 
grims gathered under a scorching a S f 
sun on tlie Arafat plain near the ‘ 
western city of Mecca, 68,000 hai 
people were treated at health cen- » es 
ters and hospitals, the health min- w 
istry said. JJ 

Of these, 123 are still in hospi- U° 
tal, according to the ministry * 
statement published in Saudi 
newspapers. Most of the sick sti 
were suffering from respiratory 53 
and heart problems. m 

Fifty-five people succumbed to w 
heat stroke, one seriously, 
because of scorching tempera- a' 
cures on Friday, which reached 35 c 
degrees Celsius. 

The authorities distributed * 
more than three million bottles of 5 
water to pilgrims on Friday. 

More than 1.7 million Muslims a 
are taking part in this year's pil- 
grimage known as the Haj, with f 
almost 650,000 Muslims living in j 
Saudi Arabia joined 1 .056 million 
pilgrims from abroad. 

On Saturday, 18,000 pilgrims 1 
were treated in the health centers 
of Muzdalifa, a few kilometers 
from Arafat, mostly for respiratory 
problems and exhaustion. 

, The Saudi authorities have 

[ announced no deaths since the 
start of the Haj. although they 
have 90 hearses at die ready. 

’ in a statement to newspaper. 

Health Minister Osama Shabkachi 
3 said “the health of the pilgrims is 
3 excellent and there are no conta- 
n gious diseases." 

g He said most of the pilgrims 
5- who had been hospitalized were 

d suffering from chronic diseases 

Is and illnesses connected to the 
heat. 

Wheeler-dealers 
_ r of all hues 

Cut-price barbers, beggars, 
travelling salesmen and wheeler- 
,ni dealers of all hues have invaded 
he Mina to cater for the hundreds of 
s " thousands of Muslim pilgrims 
he who will stay here for three days. 
:nt Tilting his head in the direction 
by of Mecca, a Pakistani pilgrim has 
im, his mop trimmed by one of 
dozens of barbers who have set 


up shop everywhere including the 
pavement. > 

Some have even taken over ■ 
ground just a few meters away 1 
from one of the three pillars sym- 
bolizing the devil, which pilgrims 
have been stoning since Saturday 
as part of the ritual of the pilgrim- 
age. known as the Haj. 1 

A little blood trickles under the 
hands of barbers new to the pro- 
fession, but pilgrims nursing 
wounded scalps still come away 
satisfied. Hiey pay their 1 15 riyals 
(four dollars) and disappear into 
the crowds. 

The haircut comes between the ^ 

stoning of the first pillar and the 
sacrifice of an animal. For men it 
means trimming the hair and for 
women cutting a lock. ^ 

Hundreds of licensed barbers j 

are designated by the municipality i 

every Haj to carry out this ritual in 
special shops open 24 hours a day. 
Some can get through as many as * 
500 clients in one day. 

This little money-spinner also 
attracts several hundred • tire 
Saudi Gazette newspaper suggest- 
ed 700 - unlicensed barbers, par- 
ticularly out-of-work expatriate 
laborers. 

A razor, soap and a pail of water 
are the only assets needed. A shop 
seems an unnecessary luxury 
when there is a pavement. 

. "The hands are untrained. 

which means lots of wounds, but 
e more seriously the same razor is 
e used for several clients which 
y helps spread disease among pil- 
grims." the Okaz daily said 
r, Sunday. 

ii A more lucrative and less harm 
is ful trade is begging, which flour 
a . ishes in Mina, particularly during 
the four days of sacrifice. 

1S Hordes of the sick and elderly 
re have descended on Mina along 
es with professional beggars, 
tie although begging is forbidden in 
the kingdom. 

Even though gamy-legged 
Abdullah Mohsen admits “beg- 
rs, ging Is not civilized behavior and 
er- not suitable for the Haj," he has 
led still daimed a patch of begging 
, of ground hear the pillars, the Al 
ms Nadwa daily reported, 
ys His main wony is how he will 
ion convert his takings, received in a 
has multitude of currencies, Into the 
of currency of his homeland Sudan, 
set But above all, Mina has become 


* ■- ■*' * ' " 


• - , . .. , V - - - “V i.: -• - 


'•ii.’- --- 


.Vi&V 



:r, »«« - "«««-» - suw ' 

ritual in Mina, on Friday. ' 

— m 


a center for hawkers selling 
prayer-beads, henna, kohl and 
every conceivable sort of knick- 
knack brought with them from 
their home country to help pay 
the costs of their stay. 

Hie most popular service on 
offer was thought up by a Saudi 
national. For a few riyals he will 
photograph pilgrims on the back 


of a camel on the Arafat plain near 
Mecca, where pilgrims gathered 
Friday near the Mount of Mercy. 

The man and his three camels 
make as much as 7 flOO nyals 
(51,870) each year during the pil- 
grims' stay on Arafat. He has been 
doing the job for 30 years. 

Although camels are forbidden 
near the holy sites, except on the 


Arafat plain, they used to be the 
main form of transport for pil- 
grims travelling to Mecca and 
Medina for the pilgrimage. 

Three Saudis this year made the 
journey from Riyadh to Mecca by 
camel to celebrate the niling fam- 
ily's 100 years in power. The 1 ,000 
kilometer journey took them 25 
days. 
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ETHIOPIA CLAIMS 45,000 ERITREAN T 

a arm W AkohaWmment said that between (OAU). . been killed on the central front, but tins was denies 


)DIS ABABA (AFP) — Ethiopia on Sunday daimed 
lat more than 45,000 Eritrean soldiers had been I 
lied, wounded or captured since the end of 
jbniary on the western and central fronts of their 
order war. 

According to a government statement- made avail- 
ble to AFP, "more than 45,000 enemy troops have 
•een killed, wounded or captured," while "77 tanks 
lave been destroyed and 19 tanks have been pap- 
wred." 

"Hundreds of mortars, anti-blrcraft and antl-pnk 
weapons and medium range heavy artillery, h^ve, 
i*en captured," said the statement , which gaw n 9. 1 

figures for losses among Ethiopian ^ahks. , ;i . . v' - f 


The Addis Ababa government said that between 
March 17 and 26. Eritrean troops tried 1 to retake tire 
Badme zone, which was seized bade by Ethiopia at 
the end of February. 

In the fighting thqn. close to the Mereb nver onthe 
Western front, 13,700 Eritrean soldiera wre Wled, 
injured or taken prisoner, according to Addis Ababa. 

• Eritrea took control of Badme when war oyer 
disputed bolder teirltory in the Horn or Africa broke 

° U ^e^STwa& seized back, by Ethiopia fo 
February. Eritrean President Issaijls Afeworio told 

r united Nations' that ASmBra. ^uW ^Rt a.peSt* 

C^driE^'up ^^praahfeldbn of African Unity 


Since then, however, battles have continued amid 
differences over interpretation of the plan, which pro- 
vides for a withdrawal of troops to pre-war positions, 
the deployment of peacekeepers and independent 

delineation of die contested frontier. 

Addis Ababa also saidjthat on the centra! front . 
more tlian 9,000 Eritrean soldiers were killed or 
Injured between March 13 and 16, when "36 enemy;. 

' tanks were destroyed,' 1 together with three batteries , 
eadi containing four or five long-range beavy artlliery 

\ Fwe Eritrean 1 divisions lh tire field 5ufTered u heavy 
■hOman losses " thOSMteibefir Said. j. • •’ r 


Asmara had reported that 10,000 Ethiopians had 
been killed on the central firoiit, but this was denied 

by Addis Ababa. . 

After five days of nothing more than a bnet com- 
munique stating that fighting m continulr® arou^. 
the Mereb' river, near Sliembeko, the Addis i, Ababa, 
government of Prime Minister Meles Zen^vi finally 
1 issued jts toil for Operation Sunspt, jh? ^ 
to the Offensive diat led to the recaptuteuTBadnie, 

. • Sunday's stetement, claimed that ■' 22r3^ encmy ; 
. trobps were Wiled, wounded or captured, 26 ' tmte 
were destroyed and TS tanks ^ ca^ure^^ ^ 
region, while “Hyftdr«ds;o^mortars, antbalrctaft and 
heavy ardllery wreiaptured ?nd 
v <^s were shot down by the EtWdpuin Ah Fprce. 1 
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THOUSANDS RETRACE PATH 
OF JESUS IN JERUSALEM 



m 


MARCH 29,1 999 


OCCUPIEDJERUSALEM (Agencies) 
—Retracing Jesus' final steps into 
Jerusalem neatly 2,000 years ago, 
Christian pilgrims From around 
the world, led by Palestinian chil- 
dren, sang hymns and hiked on 
Balm Sunday from the Mount of 
Olives to the Old City of 
Jerusalem. 

Surveying a biblical valley dot- 
ted with green vegetation and 
stone houses hugging the hill- 
sides, Heidi Vbgeler, 20, from Salt 
Labe City said, "sometimes it’s 
hard to believe that it happened 
right here" 

Walking briskly with a group of 
60 other students from die 
Mormon study center, Vbgler 
rejoiced in the moment. 

“It's an incredible experience 
to be here in Jerusalem now," she 
said. 

The hike, led cadi year by 
Christian Palestinian children in 
scout uniforms, began at the 
Church of the Ascension, where 
Jesus started his last journey to 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

Palm Sunday marks Jesus’ 
entrance into Jerusalem on a 
white donkey on the Sunday 
before his crucifixion, when his 
followers laid palm brandies in 
his path. The day begins 
Christianity's most solemn peri- 
od. the week that ends with 
Easter next Sunday. 

. Young people waved two- 
meter-high branches, while oth- 
ers had more modest palm sprigs 
tucked in their camera bags for 
the hour-long walk across the 
historical landscape. 

Many carried olive brandies 
instead of palm fronds. Then, as 
now, olive trees are more com- 
monplace in the Holy Land than 
palm trees, explained Paul 
Sytvestre, a Franciscan friar from 
Montreal, Canada who has been 
in Jemsalem for six years. 

Roger Syverson. from a St. 
Paul. Minnesota church group, 


watched the procession go by 
and said he was glad to be here 
tills year, rather than on the mil- 
lennium. 

“I think the year 2000 Is a good 
year not to come," laughed the 
white-haired, slender pilgrim, 
wondering how there would be 
room for the millions of tourists 
expected to make the pilgrimage 
next year. 

Then lie remembered that the 
Gospel speaks of “multitudes" 
lining the path Jesus took to the 
Old City, and the scene made bet- 
ter sense to him, he said. 

Earlier, Latin Patriarch Michel 
Sabbab conducted mass at the 
Syrian and Greek Orthodox 
denominations conducted Palm 
Sunday services while Catholics 
celebrate Easter, in the same 
church. 

At the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher 
At one point during the Palm 
Sunday mass in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, worshippers ■ 
turned and wished each other 
“peace" in at least seven different 
languages. 

About 100 Christians, many 
holding palm fronds, stood on 
either side of the raised stone 
platform under the basilica, as 
the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, 
Michel Sabah, conducted the 
mass with the assistance of red- 
robed priests. 

The worshippers came from all 
over the world - the Holy Land, 
North America, Europe and the 
Far East - and stood shoulder to 
shoulder in front of the tall, 
ornate wooden structure that 
represents the tomb of Jesus. 

Their palm fronds represented 
the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem, commemorating the 
palm branches laid in his parh by 
his followers. 

There are no pews in the mid- 
dle of the fourth-century church 
built on the traditional site of' 





Calvary, where Jesus took his last 
few steps before crucifixion. 

On Palm Sunday 1999, there 
was plenty of room in the church. 

Next year, the millennium, 
might be a different story, wor- 
ried Franciscan Fr. Paul Silvestre, 
who has .been here for six years 
said. 

It would take only about five 
hundred people to fill the area 
around the basilica. Next year, 
“we are afraid that it will be so 
packed that It will be hard to 
move, but we hope that every- 
one will fit in,” he told The 
Associated Press. 

With a big smile, John Goode 
from Dublin. Ireland, wished 
peace to everyone around him. 
"To be here at this time is very 
relevant and really significant for 
me," he said. “It means so much 
because it's part of my belief" 

As he spoke, a procession of 
Syrian Orthodox priests passed in 
front of him. The church is holy 
to many Christian denomina- 
tions. Each lias its own services 
there, following its own calendar. 

Palm Sunday is next week 
according to the Orthodox calen- 
dar. 

Witching the Latin mass, 
Karen Kish from Essex, Vermont, 
said she wasn't sure tills is the 
exact place where the biblical 
stoiy of the resurrection unfold- 
ed - but the holiness of the city to 
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
made her certain that it was near- 
by. 

"If all three religions tend to 
converge on the same spot, then 
something must have happened 
here.'' she said. 

Carol Ann Celona of 
Bradenton, Florida agreed. 

“Even if this isn’t the exact 
place, the fact that millions of 
people have pilgrimmed to here 
over the centuries makes it hiore 
holy than die event,” she said. 


Christian pilgrims march with palm branchos during th© annual Christian 
procession from Jerusalem's Mount of Olivos, whore thousands of pilgrims 
marched to the old city of Jerusalem for Palm Sunday, yosterday. 


NETANYAHU LASHES OUT 
PRESS OVER CAMPAIGN 


AT ISRAELI 
COVERAGE 





Netanyahu listens to his Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon during 
the weekly cabinet meeting in Jerusalem, yesterday. 


; TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister 
> Benjamin Netanyahu issued a vitriolic 
attack against die Israeli press, accusing 
r reporters in remarks broadcast Sunday of 
siding with opposition leader Ehud Barak 
in the campaign for May elections. 

"There is an army of journalists who 
have enlisted for Barak," Netanyahu thun- 
dered during a meeting of leaders from 
his rightist Likud party late Saturday. 

"I read the newspapers this weekend - 
not ail of them because there is a limit to 
how much a person can tolerate - there 
are thousands of words there, disparag- 
ing. defamatory and abusive." he said. The 
remarks were broadcast by Ismeii'radib. 

"The media has to be attacked more, 
don'E believe a single word you read there! 
unless its favorable to us.” Netanyahu 
counseled his troops. 


Netanyahu has always railed against the 
Israeli press, accusing it of u loltlsi ,nul 
elitist bias against him. 

Bur his anger boiled over at the week- 
end following an Investigative report in 
the country's biggest circulation dully, the 
fadlor Aliarannt; on the financing nf Iris 
election campaign by a right-wing 
Australian billionaire, Yosef Qrtnik. 

On Sunday the Yediol reported that 
Attorney Gener al Ellyakim Rubinstein was 
considering ordering a police investiga- 
tion into the financial ties between 
Netanyahu’s entourage and Cutnik, an 
ultra-Ortliodox jew who supports ultra- 
nationalist causes in Israel, 

Last week the press revealed that 
Gutmk, at the request of Netanyahu's wife 
Sarah, had recently purchased a bankrupt 
business owned -by-rf^e. Former kinder- ' 


garter i teacher of the 
dii'ii. 

In Saturday’s speedi 
tire Yediot Aliaronot “tlieoflk 
l.liud Burak.” /■ 
Netanyahu’s outburst 
reflect growing unease 
stan of the Likud’s 
The prime minister 
behind Barak in opinion 
internal Likud polls repQ rted ? 
the public has not taken 
campaign themes... 

Netanyahu's attack 
made at the start of aipwl 
Ukud candidates and tb^f 
American public jelatjbt) 
Finkelstein, whq.wasjepot 
Jerusalem .to breaths :iiW(K 
campaign. 
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TjANG DISCUSSES HUMAN RIGHTS, 


BUSINESS IN AUSTRIA 


■NTE RNATIONAL NEW ! 

FIREMEN DOUSE LAST 
'HOT SPOT' AFTER MONT 
BLANC TUNNEL TRAGEDY 



V0NA M - Chi,U f 

Preside!* Jiang ■ Zemin (lis- 
cussed human rights and eco- 
nomic relations with Austrian 
president Thomas Klestll at the 
start of a state visit to Austria 
on Sunday. 

■jhe Chinese leader side- 
stepped questions abour the 
human rights situation in his 

country at a brief news confer- 
ee afterwards, saying 
Europeans did not know 
enough about what was hap- 
pening there. 

The United States is sponsor- 
ing a United Nations resolution 
criticizing China for a crack- 
down on . pro-deinocracy 
activists that began last year. 

Reading from a prepared 
statement, Jiang said China and 
the W^st had much in common 
in their attitudes, but there 
were also differences reflecting 
their varied histories and 
stages of economic develop- 
ment. 

“We now live In a varied and 
colorful, world," he said. "In 
Europe, knowledge about this 






Chinese President Jiang Zemin, left, his Swiss counterpart Ruth 
Swiss FM Flavlo Cotti, and Swiss Economic Minister Pascal * 0 " el, * p l"'°" 
podium at a meeting with high ranking ropresentatWes of the Swiss 
omy on the third day of Zemin's visit in Sw.lxerland in Basle. 


faraway country of 1 .2 billion 
people is insufficient .” 

Differences of opinion 
should not be allowed to ham- 
per ties between China and the 
West, lie added. 


Klestilsaid he had raised me 
issue of human rights and the 
situation in Tibet with the 
Chinese leader but did not say 
what was discussed. 

A handful of protesters near 


th^ustrian presidency builcl- 
ing shouted slogans calling for 
freedom for Tibet and respect 
fur human rights, but Jiang did 
not catch sight of them. 


CHAMONIX (AFP) — Firefighters cm Sunday managed to douse the last 
•■hot spot" in the Mont Blanc tunnel, five days after a catastrophic fire 

k,1 The'deatli toli may rise, authorities cautioned as a special police team 
arrived to help identify those who died in the raging mfeniu. 

"It is not impossible that more victims will be located under the debris 
of part of the tunnel roof, an area which we have not yet been able ! to 
check." said Commander Philippe Gaultier of the Haute-Savoie fire and 

reS Rrefiglitere extinguished the blaze Friday, 52 hours after it broke out on 
a Belgian truck crossing the 11.5 kilometer tunnel that links France and 

“t a ||, 27 people were rescued by emergency services 10 on the kalian 
side and 17 on the French side, after police reacted within five minutes 

Of 0Ms S ™Sunday that the last lingering hot spot ; several I htmdred 
meters long had been cooled to around 30 degrees Celsius and that ^pow- 
erful spotlights were being installed to enable investigators to examine 

^^temperature inside the tunnel readied 1J00 degrees Celsius ai its 

’'"•'Almost all that was left of the trucks was their axles, the asphalt is 
gone, melted, and the road is nothing but ashes and pieces of the roof 
which came off in whole slabs,’' a fire team commander sard Saturday. ^ 
Forensic experts were struggling Sunday to identify victims who were 
burned beyond recognition. So for only five bodies had been positively 
identified, Bonneville prosecutor Bruno Chaive said. ^ 

•'It is very hard wo*. I've never seen anything like it, a gcndai me said. 
Motorists in at least 34 vehicles. 23 of them trucks, ever* incinerated 
when the lire turned the tunnel into a smoke-filled hell, oflicials said. 
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BLAIR, AHERN TO TURN UP HEAT 
ON N. IRELAND PEACE PLAN 


MADURESE REFUGEES HOLD 
MUSLIM PRAYERS IN 
INDONESIAN BORNEO 


BELFAST (AFP) — The British and Irish 
prime ministers are set for a week of iron- 
listed negotiations with Northern Ireland s 
political parties to goad implementation ot 
last year's Good Friday peace accord. 

• Prime Ministers Tony Blair of Britain and 
Bertie Ahern of Ireland are expected in 
Belfast Monday with no date fixed for their 
departures. 

The talks could turn into a marathon as 
heated as the one that led up to last year s 
accord, concluded in the early hours of 
April 10, 1998. 

Blair and Ahern issued a joint call in the 
Observer and the Sunday Tribune for a 
"decisive move" towards peace, at a time 


when "there is no viable alternative. 

The progress to peace lws been stale- 
mated lor months by a failure to agree a 
deal on the thorny issue of paramilitary dis- 
armament. . , . 

Unionist Premier David Trimble has 
retbsed to share power with Sinn Fein until 
its military arm. the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), begins to dismantle its arsenal of 
guns and explosives. 

Sinn Fein’s Gerry Adams Has repeatedly 
said that he cannot ask the IRA to hand 
over weapons in what, to the militia, would 
be tantamount to surrender. 

Adams told the Observer that Britain s 
Northern Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam 


would overrule unionist opposition and 
form a government unilaterally il the two 
sides did not reach a deal by Friday. 

Mowlam said last week if Protestant and 
Roman Catholic leaders foiled to agree, she 
would take the first steps to imposing last 
year's peace settlement by summoning the 
province's new elected assembly on 
Wednesday or Thursday. 

There has been a resurgence of paramili- 
tary violence on both sides that culminated 
in the assassination of Rosemary Nelson, a 
prominent Roman Catholic lawyer mur- 
dered two weeks ago by Protestanr rene- 
gade guerrillas. 
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_ , in Rio j e Janeiro during a denionsirtilion against 

Some 20,000 people march down Rio I Br "" C ® gg ' re ement signed between the IMF and the Brazilian 
Brazil's economic policies and the 8 . ar , President Fernando Hcnriquc Cardoso , 

government. The bunner .nils lor the resmnation ot Pres. 


JAKARTA (AFP| — Thousands of Madurese settlers, who have lied violence 
nnd massacre in Indonesian Borneo, Sunday held solemn prayeis a 
refugee centers to mark a Muslim holiday, oflicials said. ^ 

"Mass Eid Al-Adha prayers were held at two of the nine refugee In. g 
centers here this morning." an official at the reft. gee coordinating center 
in the West Kalimantan capital, Pontianak, said by telephone. • 

Two cows were sacrificed at the Hajj donuilury, the mam holding cen- 
ter in Pontianak and one of the two places where prayers were held, she 

Mld up ,0 this morning, wo haw registered 20.782 refugees in our holding 
centers in Pontianak and the outlaying Ponlianak district, the otttaA said. 

Four holding camps in the Sambas district sheltered 7.001 peopfc by 
noon Sunday, the district's refugee coordination center said 
Slnukawang, the main town. 

Groups of Malays and Dayak armed with crate wapons haw been 
hunting down and massacring Madurese across the Sambas dismet since 
violence broke out on March 15. Some 200 people have reportedly been 

,Some have been decapitated or mutilated and there have been many 

* ^Ttide^f refagees lhe v ’ o!encc has conrinued with more than 
4,000 refugees arriving in Pontianak from various holding centers across 

the Sambas district on Saturday. , . , rm „ 

Thousands more have sought refuge with family and friends across 

* Amhorities have also launched a program to 
tiers from Sambas district to safe havens before taking them to taitlanak. 

Hundreds of other refugees held Eid Al-Adha prayers In the Sultan Syarll 
Abdurrahman sport stadium in Pontianak where ^ey are bet^ sheltered. 

But unlike other cities in the world’s ; largest 
the refugees were not decked out In their "Sunday best. Most had fled 
only in what they were wearing. 

"When 1 fled the violence, 1 was still gadienng jraK ^ ^ ^^ ^ 
what 1 have are only these short pants" said Asmad bin Murdln. 45, at the 

stadium after the prayers. ' h 

• Asmad was qiioted by die Antara hews agency as saying although he 

was sad to leave' everything behind, he was redgned to |^. rate ^ O : , 
“U has already happened, and one cannot. change It. ^emoft im^r- 
tari? thing is that God ha* saved me and my fomily from thevfolencef tyA 

■ Asmad, a father of four ; . s v • \ V : *.,*«,,i,i dr tiiV 
No violence was reported in the district on Saturday, anofflciaWt th? 

Sambas district coordination pds^Satd. s '*- ;/ 'j. '-T. V lly .. 

. : Andi evacuation was'temporarily halted dlie to t*e pubjic^olh 

‘’“itattoririeshave i*.Maition.e^« , ^Q^ 

sattiereweresafe.ln Pontiaiwk and dm ha) 
will also be resettled hi hew sites being sought outride the pfovfoce. 











DEMONSTRATORS PROTEST CONTINUED 
NATO AIR STRIKES IN YUGOSLAVIA 
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many cities vented their Fury Sunday at NATO. 
airstrikes oil Yugoslavia, and anger turned to vio- 
lence in Moscow, where gunmen attacked die 
American Embassy. 

As many as 7,000 protesters in Sydney, Australia, 
smashed store windows and hurled objects at 
police, who called in the riot squad. 

There, and in other cities around thc world, 
demonstrators directed much of theiranger at the 
United States after NATO stepped up tire intensity 
of the bombing, which is aimed at forcing 
President Slobodan Milosevic to stop repression 
of ethnic Albanians. 

The Sydney protesters, calling on Serbia to 
“defend Kosovo," waved Serbian flags and iwsrere 
depicting US. President Bill Clinton as Adolf 
Hitler, and in the Australian city of Melbourne, 
more than 2,000 Serb supporters gathered out- 
side tlie U.S. consulate-general to protest. Some 
hurled eggs at the building and listened to speech- 
es denouncing thc United States and NATO. 

Tlie US Embassy in Moscow, which lias been a 
focus of mounting protests since the NATO 


theattack. "° ° n ' ™ ' ,Urt P«««t broke up peacefully after nearly three 

hours 


with pistol fire and no one was reported hurt in 
the attack. 

In Salzburg, Austria, about 3,500 people earned 
banners denouncing the aiistrikcs, waved 
Yugoslav flags and declared their support for 
Milosevic, thc Austria Press Agency reported. The 
gathering, called by Yugoslav organizations in 
Austria, was described as one of tlie biggest in the 
old city since World War II. 

In Budapest. Hungary, about 250 Serbs demon- 
strated in a square in thc heart of downtown. 

A woman yelled in English: “Clinton did a big favor 
for Yugoslavia, America now unified tlie Yugo peo- 
ple. It's not a question of Milosevic, it's the ques- 
tion of thc Scibian pcoplel" 

Tlie gathering was nonviolent, but police broke it 
up as the demonstrators had failed to obtain per- 
mission in advance. 

More than a thousand Serbs in Paris defied police 
order? arid gathered in protest. 

CaiTying signs saying "Chirac Murd erer'' and 


hours. 

In Podgorica, Montenegro, the Yugoslav republic 
that has supported the NATO action, angry 
demonstrators burned pictures of Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, accusing 
the government or their republic of cooperating 
with the "aggressor." 

Tiie crowd gathered in front of the U.S. cultural 
center in Podgorica carrying banners saying 
^nkecs go home." and “Kosovo, thc Ser b’s soul." 
“if this would have been die American Embassy I 
would throw a bomb on it." a young man sliou’t- 
ed. 

In Bucharest, Romania, some 300 people walked 
in a religious procession as a tribute to the Serbs 
killed by NATOs airstrikes. They lit candles and 
held banners on which it was written," Serb broth- 
ers, Romanian people love you.” 

In Madrid, prominent Yugoslav soccer players 
signed to Spanish teams joined a protest outside 


The entrance of the US embassy ir 
Cyprus and its emblem are covered 
with marks of eggs, tomato and pain! 
thrown by angry demonstrators . 


the U.S. Embassy. 

Pedrag Mijatovic, who plays for Real Mad 
wrapped himself in a Yugoslav flag and said t 
he and Iris compatriots would nor play “until i 
families emerge from their cellars," the priv 
news agency Europa Press reported. 

Thc protest was called by the United Left, tlieo 
major Spanish political party to oppose W 
strikes on Yugoslavia. 

On thc Greek island of Crete, police said dozen; 
protesters staged a small demonstration outsid 
U.S. Navy support base in Suda Bay. There w 
minor dashes. Small demonstrations also tc 
place outside NATO bases in northern and cent 
Greece, and minor clashes also occurred at a sn 
rally in thc.port of Piraeus, 
hi Italy, where NATO's aircraft arc based, as me 
as 500 demonstrators banging drums and dui 
ng “Assnssini" (killers) had marched on Satuit 
from thc town square of nearby Gioia del Colic 
an air base where 280 British aimicn are s 
tloncd, 

local police and armed riot police controlled I 
marchers. 
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A demaiutrator holds up n placard comparing arosont-day loadorS 
la Borllift Aloxandorplqto. profiting again* NATO bombing ratd.on Yvj^iknrfa. 


INDIA- RUSSIA-CHINA 
AXIS HINTED AT AFTER 
KOSOVO STRIKES 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Prime Minister Atnl Ruhnri 
Vajpayee on Sunday said India was examining a possi- 
ble alliance with Russia andChwa following NATO air 
strikes on Yugoslavia. 

Such a possibility is being considered," the Press 
TYust of India quoted the Prime Minister as saying dur- 
ing a visit to the northern city of Lucknow. 

Vajpayee said member countries of the non-aligned 
movement were also discussing the "one-sided action" 
by the United States against Yugoslavia, a founder of 
the non-aligned grouping. 

"India believes in and respects the sovereignty of all 
countries and opposes the use of force ... as such 
actions are contrary to the UN charter and violate the 
independence and sovereignty of a country," the Prime 
Minister said. " 


BELGRADE 
PROTESTS BOMBI 
WITH ROCKMUS 

BELGRADE (AFP).— Defying 
raid alerts, more than It 
Belgrade residents gatlierej 
tlie central city'square Sunda 
a concert protesting .the f 
bombing campaign ag 
Yugoslavia. . 

Although an alert was on, 
dreds poured along the j 
streets for a concert organic 
die Belgrade . union of rock r 
cians and supported by 
municipal council. ' • 
Most of them carried big b 
signs with the mottd: “Dort/t 
mer " 

The organizers, who'.'bro 
five top Belgrade. 


mmisLer saio. _ .v, -jj ^ 

... five top Belgrade. mc|c pa 

India on Thursday called for gn immediate end to the :' the 90-mihute conc^t,^ 
a r strikes, sgyiqg they undermined thp authority of the . far gatherings j jwould'il? 
entire United Nations system;: ., p ,.v. v .. every dayWriobn.;TjiJ ,; ^ 


[g 6AlLY — MARCH 29, 1999 

POLICE FOIL ATTACK 
ON US EMBASSY IN MOSCOW 


IATONAi 


i it 4 


MOSCOW (AP) - Gunmen 
arT ned with grenade launchers 
and an assault rifle attacked the 
115 Embassy on Sunday, but 
were driven olFby police guards 
flri ng pistols. No one was hurt 
m the attack apparently linked 
t0 protests against NATO 

airslrikes on Yugoslavia. 

Several bullets hit the 
embassy, but caused little dam- 
age. 

A white jeep pulled up in 
front of the embassy and two of 
the occupants aimed grenade 
launchers at the building, as 
shown in film of the incident on 
the NTV ■ television network. 
Police who .saw the attackers 
opened fire with pistols. 

One atragker in a ski mask 
.and camouflage fatigues, who 
had got out to aim a rocket 
launcher, jumped back in the 
jeep when police bullets shat- 
tered one of the vehicle's win- 
dows. One of the attackers then 
opened fire with a semi-auto- 
matic rifle, sending police and 
bystanders diving for cover. 

The two rocket launchers 
were left on the road as the 
jeep sped away. It was not clear 
if they had failed to work or if 
the attackers dropped them 
when police opened fire. 

An embassy spokesman, who 
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WORLD 

WATCH 


Protesters dash with Greek riot police outside the US Embassy !"«<“"»; 
yesterday, during a protest rally against the NATO a.r strikes on Yugoslavs. 
The rally araaniied bv several political parties' yo uth groups . 


declined to be named, said 
nobody in the embassy had 
been injured, but declined to 
comment further. 

The jeep had been stolen, 
said police, who would not con- 
firm Russian news reports that 
it was a police vehicle. The jeep 
later was Found abandoned 


near the embassy. 

Scores of police, including 
security troops with automatic 
weapons and members ot the 
FSB, the Russian intelligence 
service, ringed the embassy 
after the attack. The embassy is 
located on the Garden Ring, 
one of Moscow's main streets. 
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POPE SAYS PEACE WILL TRIUMPH 
OVER HATRED IN BALKANS 

. .L.c ..rCumnulH' 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John tion," 
Paul said on Sunday that brother- tiff sa 
hood and understanding would “Tf 
prevail over hatred in the Balkans syinb 
and that it was never too late to pe opl 
negotiate for peace. for." 

Celebrating a Palm Sunday -»| n 
mass In Saint Peter's Basilica, the ferVQ 
Pope said that olive branches prgse 
adorning the vast Roman ^ ( 
Catholic church could serve as ^ ^ 
symbols of die peace which the 
people ofthe Balkans sought. 

“l would like to thank the edy 
(southern Italian) region of Puglia a PP' 
for the olive plants that adorn St g a ™ 
Peters Square and which we are "E 
using for this morni ng's celebra- ing 1 

MOLOTOV COCKTAILS 
THROWN AT US 
EMBASSY IN 

COPINHAGIN 


tion." the 79-year-old Polish pon- 
tiff said. 

'These olive branches can be a 
symbol of the peace that the 
people ofthe Balkans are looking 
for." 

“in these days we pray with 
fervor to die Prince of Peace to 
present himself to us unarmed 
and thus serve as an inspiration 
to those who take up weapons.” 
the Pope said in a speech repeat- 
edly interrupted by loud 
applause from a packed congre- 
gation. 

“Brotherhood and understand- 


hatred in that part of Europe (the 
Balkans) too. 

“The Pope is with the suffering 
people and cries out to all: It is 
always the hour of peace. It is 
never too late to meet and to 
negotiate."" 

The Vatican said on Saturday it 
was working intensively tp end 
what it termed "a situation of 
war" and was confident its diplo- 
matic efforts would soon bear 
fruit. Pope John Paul's most 
recent trip to the Balkans was to 
Croatia in October last year, 
when he appealed for an end to 


People protesting the NATO 
airstrikes on Yugoslavia have 
been demonstrating outside 
the embassy for the past four 
days. There were scores of 
arrests Thursday when protest- 
ers. mostly gang members and 
skinheads, hurled scores ofbot- 
tles. rocks and other objects at 
the building. 

DUTCH MINISTER 
SAYS RUSSIAN 
ROLE PIVOTAL 
IN KOSOVO 


Rnnt.lt.dagh kills tWO Olid IgflYSS 

thousand s homeless 

DHAKA — A tornado tore through scores of villages in northern 
Bangladesh, killing at least two people and leaving thousands of villagers 
homeless, officials said Sunday. 

The 20 -minute twister late Friday blew down thousands of mud huts, 
uprooted trees and knocked down telephone and electncity poles m 
Panchagarit district. 344 kilometers north of Dhaka, the capital. 

Rescue workers recovered bodies of a man and a woman horn 
debris of a collapsed house at Satmora village near the Indian border, 
local officials said bv telephone on condition of anonymity 
Dhaka's Ittefaq newspaper reported that neariy lQ 0 .^ p eople were 
left homeless just three days before Bangladeshis celebrate the Islamic 
Eid-al-Adha festival on Monday. 

Relief workers distributed rice and dried food to ^ homeless. 
Bangladesh, a delta nation of 125 million people, is hit by floods and 
cyclones that kill thousands or people eveiy year — Associated Ptcss. 

Firm!? during ™ sh ham 

In station 

NEW DELHI — Police discovered a large bomb in a Hindu holy town 
Sunday, timed to explode during rash hour onarailwaypiarfoiTn.'nie 
train station was evacuated, but thc bomb exploded while police were 
trying to defuse it. wounding six policemen, domestic news agencies 

re The bomb-disposal squad removed the eight Wtojpjm d ^ lcc J™™ 
the station in tlie town of Ayodhya before it «ploded. Three ofiicers 
were reported to be in serious condition. Umted News of ndia said. 

Tlie news agency reported Prime Minister Aral Britan Vajpayee was 
scheduled to visit Ayodhya Sunday, but it was not dear if the bomb was 
linked to his visit. Ayodhya is the town where a Hindu mob razed a 
medieval mosque in 1992. setting off nationwide Hmdu-Muslim noting 

,h ^^i^iefoSifflbatl district, where Ayodhya is Scared, said 
the bomb was so powerful it amid have blown up an area of about 200 
meters. Ayodhya is 550 kilometers east or the Indian capital New Delhi. | 
■ The bomb was discovered in an abandoned bag on the platform, by a 
vendor, who immediately informed the police — Associated Press. 



eters Square and which we are “Brotheriioo an escalating Kosovo crisis. 

sing for this morning’s celebra- ing will pre vail over the forces of die the.iesca.a_g 

Molotov cocktails INDIAN PREMIER LABiLS 
THROWN AT US NATO ATTACK 'DEPLORABLE 

EMBASSY IN ^ DBU « (DM ), -Indian Prime NnliNrAdlMiMWPRW. 

COPENHAGEN 3ay said the NATO airstrikes against Yugoslavia were 

COPENHAGEN (DPA) — Serb demon- * Speaking to newsmen In his ' 

strators hurled molotov cocktails arid Lucknow, in northern Uttar Prades Ji.JP j ^ 
Pavement stones at the U.S. embassy Aligned Movement (NAM) was contemplating intervention 

during a Saturday night protest rally, matter. . , . . vinraslav issue 

Danish police said Sunday. > Tlie Indian premier ; refined o adrift the Yugoslav issue 

Tlie police said that some windows could be equated to the Kas j in |fP Jr, a. ree ^ over 
were smashed In the incident. . [ndia and Pakistan have fought 

They said a small group of protestors . Kashmir since they became independent from the British 

All the embassies of the larger NATO . Strict UnlOn.lt of 

countries In Copenhagen lave bem pilt , „ TT 

. under stepped up polUre pnitectkm. YUg?^:«d ^ T*** 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
Foreign Minister Jozias van 
Aartsen said on Sunday that 
the Russians have a key role to 
play in resolving tlie conflict 
over Kosovo. 

Russia’s stance is pivotal. 

Van Aartsen said in a Dutch 
television interview. "The 
Duma speaks heroic language, 
but it is in the interest of the 
Russians that there is peace In 
the Balkans., a man like 
(Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny) Primakov is aware of 
that," he said. 

He also said the door to the 
Rambouillet accord should 
stay open to Yugoslav ■ 
President Slobodan Milosevic. I 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian lead- 
. ere have signed a peace accord 
for the Serbian province, but 
Milosevic has refused to follow 
suit. 

Van Aartscn’s comments fol- 
lowed sin Announcement from 
NATO headquarters in Brussels 
’ that the alliance would from 
jlpw on direct it? air strikes at 
! Serb, ground forces in.KospVOj 
/ The foreign minister said 
.. now was not the. time to send 
: NATO ground i troops into 
Yugoslavia; ‘This ■ would 
. require months of prepare- 
tlonfl," he said. r . 


FREETOWN — Siena Leone’s jailed rebel leader Fodny Sankoh wifi be 
allowed to meet other commanders ofhis forces face-to-face after Aim 

18 in Togo, President Ahmad Teja n Kabbah has stated. 

Kabbah announced the decision to let rebel leaders active m the lie 
to meet Sankoh, who was sentenced to death in October on treason 
charges, in a radio and television address late Saturday. 

Direct talks among field commanders of the Revolutionary United 1 
Front (RUF) and its founding leader, Sankoh, have formed a key demand 1 
since rebel forces invaded the west African's capital. Freetown, in 

^Kabbah did not disclose where, in Togo, the talks would be held, or 
how the thorny issue of a UN-imposed travel ban against RUF members 
would be dealt with — Agence France Presse. 

NEW^^S^Ma^st^enSffM^^^a^^fodl^atimiaiptp^idau 

in the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, the United News oflndia 

rC MyLlah Good was gunned down by members of ^ 

People's War Group at his village in Nalgonda distort overnight Saturday, 

GouT - wafa^ local leader of Prime Minister Atal ®f har! '^ pay ^ 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (Indian nationalist party), which 
heads India's ruling coalition — Agence Prance Presse, 




. fishing bvflt . 

board, was apprehended two days ago off the soutiifmtjp of Palawan 
island, abqut 450 Ion southwest of Manlla.the official sa^d. . : 

Anavytask force confiscated 1M Y& of I fish .&am 
ernmant pane) Was stii^ng what clia^ to flle.a^st thh crety. fw. 

* The Philluolnes and Malaysia share a common maritime border and I 

there 

the twocbuntrieslhto eachbtheris terrhory 
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AMMAN- Profits were up 17.5 percent last year at the Arab Bank 
PLC.. with the bulk of (he increase coming from loan Interest and 

successful Investment worldwide. 

A bank report obtained Saturday said the profit generated in 
1998 after deducting income tax was 126.5 million dinars (Si 78.2 

"of the total earnings. 77 percent came from loan interest which 
grew by 20.3 percent in 1998. or 46.1 million dinars ($64.9 mil- 
lion], the report said without revealing how much money it 
loaned. It said the Test came from housing and other projects in 
Iordan as well as unspecified successful investment worldwide. 
Assets stood at 11.7 billion dinars ($16.5 billion), the repon 

^The Arab Bank has more than 30 branches worldwide, including 
London, New York and Geneva — Associated Press. 

Inf* nn ' s new investment 

AMMAN — Investment in four economic sectors was a combined 
96.2 million dinars ($135.5 million) in the first three months of 
1999. an official said Saturday. 

The money was spent on setting up 52 projects, the bulk o 
them industrial mid agricultural, said Mnntasser Oqlali. head of 
the semi-independent Investment Promotion Corp. 

He said the projects, which also included hotels and hospitals 
benefited from an investment promotion law enacted in 1995 
which allows foreigners tax exemptions and equal ownership 
rights to Jordanians. Of the total spent, 35 percent was non- 
Jordanian capital - mainly American and Canadian. The rest was 

European. Arab and Asian, he said. 

Iordan is trying to encourage investment to improve an «ono* 
I my saddled by SG.l billion foreign debts — Associated Press. 
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CA IRO — Egypt's total exports in calendar 1998 were worth 10. 
billion pounds, or 3.1 billion dollars, the central statistics body 

said in a statement on Saturday. 

Western Europe was the main regional recipient of Egypt s 
exports, the statement said, with 35.6 percent of the total. 

It was closely followed by Asia, with 25.2 percent, and then 

North America, with 12.8 percent. . 

In a country-by-country breakdown, the top five des .nations 
for Egypt's exports last year were the United States (12 4 pcrcei 
of the total), Italy (10.1 percent), the Netherlands (7.9 percent). 

Israel (4.3 percent) and Germany (4.1 percent). 

The central statistics body did not give a comparison figure for 

1997 — Reuters . 1 

K-rwi 1 * qccusecLai 

pnn.Bgvment of wages. 

KUWAIT CITY — Some 500 Chinese workers disgruntled over not 
being paid took their manager and several project engineers 
hostage on a Kuwait construction site. al-Rai al-Aam newspaper 

^Kuwait security forces secured the release of the hostages du^ 

Ipg the Friday Incident after several hours of negotiating with the 
Chinese workers who were protesting not being paid For three 

m Theworkers, who were also protesting a lack of.proper medical ' I 
care provided by their unnamed Kuwaiti employer, are on. a hous- 
ing project In suburb of al-Rabia. south-west of Kuwait : City. ^ 

All parties were sent to Farwaniya police station said the news- 
paper. It did not say if any charges were filed. Police and Chinese 
embassy bffldals were not available to comment. . « -. ; : ... ^ 

. The protest bver non-payment of wages is the second- within 
' weeks. 1 Some 300^ multinational construction workers jere 

• : fuelled by riot police after they tried to enter !^wait s National 
1 ; Assembly to complqln about not being paid for 

> The average salary for third-country hatlorials working on con , 

• strottlon projects In" be Guirsfre Is .bout JOD10Q.W30 s ; m 0 n.h 
• Deutsche Prcsse Agentijr. - 
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WTO LEADERSHIP 
BATTLE GOES ON 


GENEVA (R) — Thai Deputy Prime Minister 
Supachai Panltchpakdi was on Saturday 
officially reported to be holding onto a lead 
over New Zealander Michael Moore in the 
contest for the top post in the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

But some trade diplomats said there 
were signs the candidacy of Moore, a for- 
mer prime minister and trade minister, was 
gaining momentum and that the outcome 
which officials hope to announce on March 
31 remained wide open. 

With the United States firmly backing 
Moore, according to the envoys, a final 
decision could hinge on shifts within the 
15-member European Union and especially 
on whether Prance switched to the New 
Zealander's camp. 

' Tanzania's WTO ambassador Ali 
Mcliumo, in charge of finding which of the 
two would be most widely accepted as 
director- general by the 134 member 
states, told a meeting of its ruling General 
Council Supachai still had 'a leading level’ 
of support. 

But there had been nu significant change 
since mid-week when he told envoys that 
Moore was close behind. 

In ail indication that there could still be 
deadlock, he said some countries had made 
clear that they would have difficulties in 
accepting one or the other candidate. 


although none had said they would veto 
either. 

Hie report by Mchumo, the Council 
chairman, prompted Pakistan, Egypr and 
Cuba to call for a quick decision on 
appointing Supachai to replace current 
WTO Director-General Renato Ruggiero 
who sreps down ar the end of April. 

Diplomats said Pakistan's ambassador 
Munir Akram argued rhat it was 'supposed 
to be the turn of a developing country 1 to 
take the helm of the four-year-old body 
which is facing a crucial test over the com- 
ing months. 

The new director-general will have to 
steer the body through to the launch of a 
new round of trade liberalization talks, set 
for Seattle in December, while seeking to 
calm growing concern in many countries 
over rite effect of the free trade agenda the 
WTO is seen to embody. 

The organization's two chiefs since it 
was launched in 1995 have been 
Europeans, as were the four heads of its 
predecessor, the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Ttade (GATT), which served as 
world trade watchdog from 1948 to 1994. 

But many emerging economies, as well 
as richer powers, argue that the choice 
should not pit developing against industri- 
alized countries but should be made on the 
basis of who would do the job best. 


Trade sources said this argument was 
voiced at Saturday's meeting by Zimbabwe, 
which insisted that North-South divisions 
should be avoided because the eventual 
winner would, under the WTO's consensus 
system, be the director-general of all mem- 
bers. 

Diplomats say eight members of the EU, 
which has not found a common position, 
support Supachai while seven, including 
current president Germany, back Moore, a 
former trade union activist and New 
Zealand Labor Party leader. 

Although France has said it supports the 
Thai, some envoys say the Socialist govern- 
ment has in fact left its options open and 
could finally decide to back Moore, who 
lias been lobbying in Paris over the past 
three days. 

'If the French were to switch, that would 
probably move a number of francophone 
African countries into Moore's camp, as 
well as perhaps two or three more EU 
members, and that would be crucial,' said 
one trade diplomat. 

IWo former trade ministers originally in 
the race Canada's Roy MacLaren and 
Morocco's Hassan Abouyoub failed to gath- 
er enough support to make their candida- 
cies viable. 


INDIA REVEALS 
PRIVATIZATION PROBLEMS 


CALCUTTA (R) — India's 
power sector regulator 
expects lengthy battles with 
vested interests but is confi- 
dent of ironing out tariff dis- 
tortions that deter private 
investors. 

"I don't think the mess we 
have created in 50 years is 
going to be resolved in a 
hurry. There are all kind of 
political and other vested 
interests," said S.L. Rao, 
chairman of India's Central 
Electricity Regulatory 

Commission. 

“It is a hugely complex situ- 
ation. it is not going to be 
resolved just like that with a 
magic wand just because you 
have got a regulatory com- 
mission." Rao told Reuters 
late on Friday. 

India last year announced 
the creation of regulatory 
panels at both federal and 
state levels to fix and monitor 
power tariffs. 

The regulators are consid- 
ered crucial to boosting the 
economic viability of electric- 
ity producers and distribu- 
tors. , 

India's .state-run power 
; firms are estimated to Ipse 
•: $3.25 billion in the. fiscal year 
ending! Match 31,1 999, the 

' r" ' I ' I . , * ' 


federal government says. 

Analysts say that a cure for 
the ailing state-owned utili- 
ties is necessary to attract 
private Investment in the 
power sector. 

Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee recently estimated 
India would need to install 
1 1 1 .500 MW of power gener- 
ation capacity over the next 
10 years at a cost of $146 bil- 
lion. 

The bulk of that money can 
only come from foreign and 
private investors, but efforts 
to woo them under a reform 
program launched in 1991 
have run aground in the face 
of questions from wary 
bankers over financing issues. 


Most Indian states charge 
the industrial sector high 
rates to subsidize the politi- 
cally sensitive agriculture sec- 
tor. 

Regulators are expected to 
suggest measures to reduce 
the level of cross-subsidiza- 
tion and boost the viability of 
state electricity boards. 

Rao said regulators in coun- 
tries such as Argentina took 
eight years to correct the sys- 
tem and India might take 
longer. 

“Our mess is much bigger. 
High transmission and distrib- 
ution losses, overstaffing, 
huge government ownership, 
the accounting is terrible. 
There is a Lot we have to 
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change," he said. 

The government's attitude 
also needed a change, he 
added. 

The commission was not 
yet empowered to set tariffs 
because the government had 
not issued the required notifi- 
cation, he said. 

Cumbersome procedures 
delayed the appointment of 
commission officials, Rao 
said. 

But he was confident of 
improving the health of the 
power sector and attracting 
more investment. 

"We will be able to make a 
dent in the losses in transmis- 
sion and distribution and 
improve efficiency because 
we will have performance- 
based tariffs," Rao said. 

“All this will make a differ- 
ence and we will therefore be 
able to attract investment 
because of the transparency." 

Firms seeking tariff hikes 
would have to be efficient. 

“Revenue requirement can 
be achieved by better billing 
metering, collection and effi- 
ciency, reducing transmission 
and distribution losses; and 
also by increasing tariffs. We 
will set targets for all that," 
Rao said. 


TV CHANNELS 
SCRAMBLE FOR 
TRIAL COVERAOI 




GLASGOW — Television companies are embroiled in a scram- 
ble to cash in on the trial of the two Libyans accused of the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

The BBC is battling wirh ITV, Sky and American media giants 
hoping to make tens of millions of pounds out of the 'trial of 
the century’, which is expected to begin next month in 
Holland. The bidding war will infuriate relatives of the 270 vic- 
tims. 

A global audience of up to 100 million is expected to watch 
Abdel Basset al-Megralii and Lamen Khalifa Fhimah being led 
into the dock after 10 years under house arrest in Tripoli. The 
two alleged Libyan security agents are charged with the 
biggest mass murder in British and US history. 

Whoever wins the battle will make tens of millions of 
pounds selling the pictures around the world. Industry insiders 
say the competition is ferocious, even before judges have 
decided whether to allow full live coverage or opt for edited 
highlights. 

'The Lockerbie trial is bigger than anything we have ever 
seen,’ one British TV executive said. 'It may not have the 
celebrity status of O.J. Simpson but when the prosecutor reads 
out the names of the victims, people all over the world will 
stop and watch. A lot of companies are treading carefully 
because they do not want to be criticized for making money 
out of tragedy, but they are all dreaming of the syndication 
fees.’ 

The BBC is leading the pack and has told Scottish prosecu- 
tors it wants exclusive rights. Alistair Bonnington, the BBC's 
Glasgow-based solicitor, said: 'As a public service broadcaster 
we have a reputation for accuracy and efficiency and we would 
hope the court would take our application seriously. The 
tragedy took place in Scotland, the court will be a Scottish 
court, and people in this country have a right to see proceed- 
ings for themselves.' 

Bonnington insisted the BBC was motivated by the need for 
'open and transparent justice’ rather than lucrative distribu- 
tion contracts. 'We genuinely have not thought about money. I 
suppose if some of the pictures were syndicated then there 
would be a fee.' 

But insiders say corporation chiefs are privately boasting 
they would make millions of pounds from the trial, binding the 
construction of much-needed new headquarters in London and 
Scotland. 

Scottish judges have led the way in opening up courts to TV 
companies; the first British trial to be televised was. in 
Glasgow. Although the three judges who will hear the 
Lockerbie case have not been named, TV chiefs are hopeful 
that because there is no jury, ‘gavel to gavel' live coverage will 
be approved. 

The most senior Scottish judge. Lord Rodger of Harlsfcrry 
will make the final decision. 

As well as the BBC, ITV is bidding for rights. Scott Ferguson, 
controller of Glasgow-based Scottish Television, said: 
broadcast from Scottish courts before and we are eager to hear 
what the arrangements are for this trial.' Sky, which has a* 3 e 
its reputation covering key events live, is also In the ninri^ 
A spokeswoman said: 'We are interested. Who isn't?'-.. ' . 

' The big American networks NBC, ABC, CNN and CBS; 
ding too. A spokeswoman for CBS said: 'This trial ; : 

lowed very closely In the States. Sure, we'd loyeTo^^^ 
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IMF CHIEF ARRIVES 

IN MOSCOW 


BUSIN 


MOSCOW (R) — International Monetary Fund 
( IMF) chief Michel Camdessus arrived in Russia 
on Saturday for more talks on unlocking new 
loans for the crisis-hit nation. 

‘We will try to achieve a solid and credible 
agreement which would assist your country in 
such difficult circumstances.’ Camdessus told 
reporters after arriving at the airport where he 
was met by Finance Minister Mikhail Zadornov. 

Camdessus was visiting Russia after Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov cancelled a trip to 
Washington on the eve of NATO air strikes 
against Moscow's traditional ally, Yugoslavia. 

Russia hopes the IMF will approve its eco- 
nomic program and provide it with a life-line- 
loan of almost five billion dollars to repay what 
it owes the Fund itself. 

I Approval of the program would ease talks 
with a range of other foreign creditors as Russia 
tries to lighten its $140 billion debt burden 
after last August's financial crisis. 

As well as talks with Zadornov and central 
bank head Viktor Gerashchenko, the IMF chief 
Is expected to meet Primakov on Saturday and 
possibly on Sunday. 

More talks between the IMF and the govern- 


ment are expected on Monday and local news 
agencies said a. meeting the same day between 
Camdessus and President Boris Yeltsin was not 
excluded. 

Zadornov was quoted by the Interfax news 
agency as saying the two sides’ positions had 
become closer. 

'We will do everything so that the talks are 
successful.’ the agency quoted the minister as 
saying, adding that he said an agreemen t was 
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possible in the three days Camdessus was due 
to spend in Russia. 

He said the government would present to 
parliament an amendment to delay a cut in the 
VAT rate to next January 1 from the currently 
scheduled July 1. 1999. the IMF has been wor- 
ried about the planned reduction in this key 
source of revenue. 

Hurdles to an agreement have also been the 
size of Russia's primary surplus, which excludes 
debt repayments, although Russian officials 
have said the Fund had recently reduced the 
size of the surplus it required for more loans. 

Despite the bitter row with Western nations 
over Yugoslavia, Russia has been careful to say 
that it does not want to be isolated from the 
international community. 

Camdessus was quoted by Itar-Tass news 
agency as saying the situation with Yugoslavia 
would not affect his talks. 

Both Zadornov and Gerashchenko were quot- | 
ed as saying char agreement with the IMF would 
also support the battered ruble, which has fall- 
en some 75 percent since the previous govern- 
ment was forced to stop defending it amid last 
year's crisis. 


BULGARIAN BOOKSELLERS 
TAKE TO THE STREETS 


SOFIA (DPA) — Bulgaria's book- 
sellers are nothing if not resource- 
ful and their response to the coun- 
try’s economic crisis has been to 
take to the streets of the capital 
Sofia. 

Bulgaria, the theme country at 
this year's Leipzig Book Fair, which 
opened in the German city 
Thursday, once had a flourishing 
conventional book trade. 

But the hardship of post-commu- 
nist liFe has taken its toll and most 
of the book stores that were once 
a prominent feature have given 
way to boutiques, shoe shops and 
cafes. 

Many of the bookshops found 
themselves without premises after 
owners filed for the return of prop- 
erty seized by the communists. 

“The return of many businesses 
to their former owners ejected the 
book trade onto the street" said 
Raymond Wagenstein, owner of 
the successful Colibri publishing 
house. 

Rents for shops are now so high 
that hardly any bookshop owners 
can afford them and so now “the 
sale of bo'oks in Bulgaria depends 
on the weather,” said ' Wagensteln. 


“Whenever it rains or snows no 
books are sold." 

Zlaweykow Square in the old 
quarter of Sofia may be a colorful 
open-air mecca for bookworms but 
publisher Wagenstein thinks the 
plight of booksellers in Bulgaria is 

sad. 

There soon won't be any book- 
shops left In Bulgaria, he lamented 
since authorities in the country are 
not really interested. 

In Sofia, a city of 1 .2 million peo- 
ple, there are only 20 book stores, 
two of which belong to Colibri, 
and only 100 book outlets in the 

country as a whole. 

According to Wagenstein. 
“excessive" value added tax of 20 
percent has turned the book Into a 
luxury article for the well-off. In 
1991 around 1 51 percent of 
Bulgarians bought books. Last year 

the figure stood at 14 percent, 

The sales slump comes at a time 
when the open-air bookstands ' 
have never been more attractive to 
browse around. They are certainly' 
an Improvement on the communist 
‘ days when bookshops sold, only 
works emascujated by. censorship 
: and - in Joyless surroundings. - 


Readers who enjoy rummaging 
can find all manner of works from 
world class literature to comics on 
the trestle tables that appear on 
the streets every morning. 

Bulgarian translations of artist 
Salvador Dali's work are probably 
of minority interest only while the 
esoterically-indined might go for 
books by Bulgarian author Paulo 
Cuelho. 

"For ten years now Bulgaria has 
had a free book market," said 
Wagenstein. The change made 
itself first felt in cultural affairs 
and soon trickled down to grass- 
roots level. 

“We don't want money from the 
state to help us through," said 
Wagenstein. "We just don't want 
them to get In our way."’ A dire dis- 
tribution network remains a prob- 
lem. After the communist state- 
run, network fell apart there was 
ho hew one to take its place. . 

"State policy on publishing and 
the book trade varies belween the 
Incompetent and " Indifference,^ 
said ' Wagenstein, with the result.; 
! that ' 90 percent of books' ln ; 

• Bulgaria are now spld on the 
; streets. 





Despite the difficulties there are 
1 ,800 publishing houses in 
Bulgaria although only around 150 
of them manage to pm out books 
on a regular basis. 

They adjust to financial hard 
times by constantly scaling down 
print runs, in the years 1991/92 
Colibri might have published a run 
of up to 100.000 for a bestseller. 
Now the company would be unlike- 
ly to produce more than 4,000 
copies or a book in the same cate- 
gory. 

Fortunately for domestic pub- 
lishers Bulgarians hqve a healthy 
appetite for reading. Works trans- I 
la ted from other languages domi- 
nate the catalogues but to ensure 
Bulgarian authors get a fair crack 
of the .whip 15 publishing houses 
haye Warned, Op to form an associ- 
ation/ called "The Indigenous 
‘ Rook". . Us head. Lukp' S^khariew 
. also has' a simple sales philosophy. 
"Bulgarian hooks only remain I 
unsold If they are not offered fpr 
sale.’ 
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RENAULT, NISSAN INK DEAL 


TOKYO (AP) — French automaker 
Renault SA will Invest S5.4 billion in 
Nissan Motor Co. to buoy the debt-laden 
Japanese car manufacturer, the two com 
panies agreed Saturday, creating the 
world’s fourth -largest auto partnership. 

The deal, which makes Renault the 
biggest shareholder in Nissan. Japan’s 
second-largest carmaker, is the latest 
example of increasing involvement by 
foreign companies in Japan's once virtu 
ally dosed auto sector. 

Together, the two will have an output 
of 4.8 million vehicles and the ability to 
develop "strong synergies" worth S3.3 
billion for the 2000-02 period, the com- 
panies said. 

“As automakers, both companies have 
a strong wish to be giant global players." 
Nissan President Yoshikazu Hanawa told 
reporters. “That's why we reached this 
agreement." 

Hanawa and Renault Chairman Louis 
Schweitzer inked the deal after it was 
approved by both companies' boards. 
Schweitzer said the deal would "pro- 
duce both growth and cost reduction." 

Renault will take a 36.8 percent stake 
in Nissan Motor and a 22.5 percent stake 
in Nissan Diesel Motor Co., a truckmak- 
er subsidiary. 

Nissan ranks No. 7 in world produc- 
tion of cars and trucks, and Renault is 


11th, according to industry analysts at 
Ward’s Automotive International. 

Renault first made a formal offer to 
buy a stake in Nissan on March 16, after 
talks between Nissan and Germany 
DaimlerChrysler broke down. At the 
time, Nissan was seeking a foreign part 
ner ro help it write off an estimated SI 8 
billion in debt and return to profitability. 

The Japanese government praised the 
deal. 


Kaoru Vosano, Japan's minister of 
international trade and industry, said 
a statement that the deal "corresponds 
with ail industrial revival program which 
Japan is seeking to implement. 

Once a symbol of japan’s industrial 
might, Nissan has suffered losses during 
five of the last six years. The company’ 
own forecast also shows it losing anoth- 
er quarter of r billion dollars this year 

The two companies also announced 
Saturday that Carlos Ghosn, Renault 
executive vice president, will become 
Nissan's chief operating officer and that 
two other top Renault executives will 
join the Japanese automaker's senior 
management. 

Also, the companies proposed that 
Hanawa assume a position on Renault's 
board of directors. 

Foreign companies have become more 
involved in the Japanese car industry as 








It struggles with slumping sales caused 
by the Asian economic crisis and Japan's 
worst recession in 50 years. 

In 1996, Ford Motor Co. gained a con- 
trolling share in Japan's Mazda Motor 
Corp. 

in other big multinational tie-ups. 
Ford announced in January that it was 




buying the passenger car operations of 
Volvo AB, while Daimler-Benz AG bought 
Chrysler Corp. last year. 

Currently, General Motors Corp. is 
negotiating with Saab Automobile AB ro 
buy the half of Saab that CM doesn't 
already own, according to widespread 
news reports. 


A' NEW BMW FOR BOND'S NEW MOVIE 



DETROIT (AP) — Ni SS an Mot* 

Co. plans to return its mo* 
famous vehicle, the Z sport* a, 
to the North American market to 
help reverse its sales dive. 

The Japanese automaker «0 
announce next Wednesday at Die 
New York International Auto 
Show that a production version 
has been approved, said a compa- 
ny source who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

Nissan displayed a prototype of 
the new Z-car in January at the 
North. American international 
Auto Show in Detroit and has 
been hinting for nearly a year it 
may go into production. 

“I think it's a great move," said 
analyst Wes Brown of N ex trend, 
an industry consulting firm in 
Thousand Oaks, Calif. "When we 
first saw the vehicle in concept 
form, our opinion was it's a no- ; -'dysts expect the new Z 
brainer. It's an image car and ; igo into production within 
that's something that Nissan's f| wtt couple of years, but it 
been lacking for a while.” ■ bee a lot more competition. 

The fortunes of Nissan, the sec- ' h Motor Co., Audi AG and 
ond-largest automaker in Japan, ■ u Motor Corp. ail have new 
have declined in large pan i Sen planned to hit the mar- 
beenuse of its failure in rhe U.S. ’the next year or two. They'll 
market, where its cars and tracks die Mazda Miata, BMW Z3, 
are considered reliable but bland. 1 des-Benz SLK and Porsche 
Last 'year its U.S. sales fell 14 per - 1 hr. 
cent in a robust market. ' « Z-car prototype borrows 

its huge debt, estimated | ■ styling cues from the origi- 
be tween $22 billion and S37 bil- -W-Z. They include a long 
lion, lias forced Nissan to consid- !. ‘sugar scoop" headlight 
er an alliance with another -and sweeping front fenders 
automaker. DaimlerChrysler AC i overall fastback shape that's 
backed out of talks with Nissan Jrive of, but more aerody- 
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two weeks ago, though Nissan 
now is negotiating a possible 
linkup with France's Renault SA- 


■ styling cues from the origi- 
-tt-Z. They include a long 
•• “sugar scoop" headlight 
-and sweeping front fenders 
'overall fastback shape that's 
Me of, but more aerody- 


pt than, the original, 
wn officials noted at rhe 
; ,i * show that debt-laden 


Tile original Datsun 240-Z was a y cannot afford anything less 
g hit with Americans when it r fa big hit with the new Z. 


big hit with Americans when it 
debuted 30 years ago. It was styl- 
ish, agile and affordable - trails 
Nissan is lioping the new Z-car 
will inherit ns well. 


My, it's a risk," Jerry 
president of Nissan’s 
tfnia design studio where the 
Mype was designed, said in 


Label 


January. “Nissan can't afford ro 
make a misstep right now." 

Nissan officials said then that 
the new Z needs ro be a high-vol- 
ume car with sales as high as 

100.000 a year. Tile company 
hopes to price it below $25,000. 
which would pur it at the lower 
end of the market that the Miata 
has dominated. 

“A vehicle like that priced at 
that range will create a tremen- 
dous amount df showroom traffic, 
and that's 'What they need," 
Brown said. “But there's too much 
competition our there to expect 

100.000 units of a sports car in 
this market." 

The rear-drive car likely will be 
powered by a four-cylinder 
engine, but a six-cylinder engine 
may also be offered. Hirshberg 
said in January that Nissan also 
was considering a convertible 
version. - 


TECHNICAL 

DETAILS 


A balanced and blueprinted 2.4-llter DOHC 16-valve 4-cylinder engine 
rated at 200 horsepower and 180 ft-lbs or torque. 

Modifications include a racing profile camshaft, lightweight pistons, 
10.7:1 compression ratio, reprogrammed electronic controls and cus- 
tom dual exhaust. 

Racing-style brakes from the Japanese-market Skyline GT-R. 

5-speed manual transmission, lightweight flywheel and lowered inde- 
pendent suspension. 

8-inch alloy wheels mounted with 215/40ZR18 front and 225/40ZRI 8 
rear tires. 

Electronically-opened doors. 

Tinted front and side glass. 

Cloth and leather interior trim with special materials for the backrests. 
Glass hatch with twin gas-struts. 

Wraparound rear taillamps with unique lens design. 


I HONDA # ODY EY' RECEIVES FIVE-STAR SAFETY RATING 


TORRANCE (PRN) 

Honda Odyssey minivan has earned 
. the government’s highest raP 1 ^ • 
occupant protection in frontal wm* 
sions in tests conducted by 
National Highway Traffic 
Administration (NHTSA|."‘. ■ 

NHTSAV NCAR. (N*w '-'“T 
Assessment Program) 
based on a Frontal impact™® 1 , 
at 35 mph. A five-star- flWf 
NHTSA's maximum, Indicates^ 
there ' is less than ! a -lO vP* 1 ^ 

chance of.; front seat .oc^ . 
experiencing a serioti? injury jn 
kind of, collision when, they*' 


*Hy wearing their seatbelts, 
r, 'Honda Odyssey is the only 
y in- Its dass to offer head- 

-. *3fld three-point seat belts at 
' | ** seating positions. Further, 
„ 8 been designed to provide 
{ "nun collision protection 
> ^ the use of a box-section 
) ^and 4-ring shell construction, 
completely encircles die 
compartment, protecting 
^cupants in the event of a side 

'%t. 

Nng the five-star. NHTSA 
rating was one ofthe key 
^•nent targets for the Honda 


Odyssey," said Tom Elliott, execu- 
tive vice president of. American 
Honda Motor Co., Inc. The 
Odyssey was engineered to set new 
standards and raise the, bar in the 
minivan dass.” 

The Odyssey is the largest Honda 
ever, powered by a 24-valve, 3.5- 
liter SOHC VTEC V-6 rated at 210. 
horsepower, .the most powerful 
engine In the minivan class. It* four- 

wheel independent suspension pro- 
vides enhanced ride arid '..handling* 
with ; better lsblat(qn\frprd^ ip»0 
. noise and vibration, fn .addition, 
active safety IS enhanced -by stan- 


dard . four-wheel anti-jock brakes 
(ABS) and a Traction Control System 
(TCS) on the Odyssey EX. ■ • .' 

.- The Odyssey, has been collecting 
accolades from the automotive 

press since its introduction r jn ; 
October 1998. Automobile, Car and; 
Driver and Motor Tend magazines 
hiive all named the Odyssey the: 
best minivan on the market; 
Consumers have, also reacted 
strongly, with Odyssey, sales up 
more than' ^OOP since its imroduc- 
, tiori. ‘ '• 


VW R 
GOLF 


H eavy rain in many areas 
increases the chances of traf- 
fic crashes. Driving carefully 
on slippery roads and in low visibili- 
ty conditions could save lives. Most 
crashes are preventable if motorists 
pay extra attention. Reduced visibil- 
ity and slide surfaces mean that 
motorists will need to modify their 
normal weather driving habits. 

In cbm H nrins ogdn m H 
ru in a d hm v By kri Thursday# 
avoid trashas by following 
these recommendations for 
safer d riving 

Slowdown 

Motorists should drive slowly, 
particularly through puddles. 

Hitting several indies of water at 
high speeds can cause a driver to 
lose control of the car: fast driving 
through puddles may also push or 
splash water into the engine and 
cause it to stall. Driving at slower 
speeds also lielps drivers be pre- 
pared for sudden stops due to dis- 
abled cars, debris, and oLlier haz- 
ards assodnted with wet weather 
driving. 

Keep your distance 
A car needs two-to-three times 
more stopping distance on wet 
pavement, so allow extra following 
distance between care. If the car 
skids and control is lost, do not slam 
on die brakes. Instead apply the 
brakes with a steady, light but Finn 
pressure. Remember ro steer in the 
direction the car is sliding. When 
traction is regained, steering control 
will return. For cars equipped with 
anti-lock brakes, drivers should 
apply heavy steady pressure, but not 
pump the brakes. 

Use die center lanes 
When - driving during heavy rain, 
use center-lanes of the road (with- 
out straddling rite yellow line). 
Avoid outside lanes where water 
collects at curbside. 

Avoid distractions 
Motorists are advised to mini- 
mize eating, drinking, cellular 
phone use, tutting stereo or apply- 
ing makeup while driving, particu- 






fit 

Jricks 


•WOLFSBURG (AP) — Volkswagen js recalling 35.000 of its A 3 Golf 
cars in Germany to double check for problems with tilt airbag sys- . 
tern, a move prompted by a fatal accident involving a small child 
late last year. • , ' , ■ ■ ' 

Some 18,000' owners of the Coif models in Germany haye 
already been advised not to let children ride In the front seat even 
IF strapped Into special safety seats, the company- stild Friday, \ 
VW also had already announced In January that In addition to 
deactivating the airbags, parents might have repair. stetionS -dlS- 1 
ffcdrinectthe Metrical wiring linked, to the system as an additional 
precaution. , . : . 

Iti December, a three-year-old was killed in Munich when a deac-. 
titrated passenger-sear, handbag inflated during a head-on colli- 
sion. 


iariy in the rain. If it’s necessary to 
engage in these activities pull over 
and stop in a safe place. 

Stay informed 

Time into radio and television 
weather reports to know wfltere 
Rood wanting areas or traffic con- 
gestion might bo located. If possi- 
ble. avoid these areas. 

Car maintenance 
Car maintenance needs to be 
increased during wet weather. 
Motorists are advised to follow this 
checklist: 

-Check brakes periodically after 
drivingtliroughapuddle, diecktliat 
brakes are working properly by tap- 
ping them gently a few times. 

-Use lieadlighis and windshield 
defroster. Driving in the rain means 
reduced visibility, lc is recommend- 
ed that motorists turn on the vehi- 
cle's headlights so they can see and 
be seen. Timing on die defroster 
lielps keep ilw inside of the wind- 
shield dear of moisture. 

Greek tires 

Make sure tires are in good con- 
dition and arc at the recommended 
inflation level. Driving with bald tires 
on a slippery surface is a major fac- 
tor in skidding. Tires should have at 
least 102nd of an inch tread depth 
at any two adjacenr grooves. Driving 
on tires that are over-inflated or 
under-inflated is also extremely dan- 
gerous on wet pavement. 

Make sure windshield wiper 
blades are in good condition 
Streaks or skipping on the vel ri- 
de's windshield are signs of word 
wiper blades. Inspect wipers once a 
month and chedc washer solvent 
reservoir to ensure It’s full. < 


MOSCOW (AP|~ 

A woman drove off tire . 
ninth floor of a parking 
garage as tier ex-husband was 
teaching her how to drive, tearing 
the couple badly injured. Gleb 
.Mufln, was teaching his exwife. 
Lyudmila, how to drive. in dre 
Moscow garage when she appat- 
erifly stepped oh die accelerator ^' 
■mistake and, the car- plunged 
through .a glass ftraf 
■■'said.-.' . 

The carlahded on thettftpfseY- 
• ertl wees, sorting shorf. of qie 
..ground,: It', rook rescue ..woiWhsr 
about. 90 ihliwtes ;to cut. the 
injured couple (We.the report sad.; 
“Iti pmazdng thqt they actually sur*. 
i vtved such ^ gash," said a rescue- 
service si^^rian. 
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N o. In fact, it might help 
you stay thin. 

Estrogen helps you metabo- 
lize fat so you don't store it so 
easily. 

in studies on more than 
2000 women, results consis- 
tently show that those taking 
HRT do not gain more weight. 
In fact, many of them gain less 


rhan post menopausal women 
not taking estrogen. 

One caveat: if you take more 
estrogen than you need, you 
may retain fluid and your 
breasts may enlarge, making itj 
look like you gained a few 
extra pounds. That's why it's 
important to work with your! 
doctor to get the right dosage. 



• "V .‘►-WW- ■'J' I v' 
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why you want 


weight. When you ar« 
bored or tired of 
doing the weight con- 
trol program, take 


"hot ova" photos to 
remember how you 
felt and why you 
wanted to change. 
Never he too hard on 
yourself and don't 
forget that losing 
weight means chang- 
ing behavior, which 


patience 



A rmed with folate, this 
super star vitamin is 
essential In preventing 
neural tube birth defects and 
fighting the battte against 
heart disease. Only half a cup, 
cooked fresh and sliced, 
delivers as much folate as one 
whole cup of fresh orange 


juice and twice the fiber 
(!.8g) of 1 whole cup of raw, 
shredded cabbage. It also 
provided for doses of vitamin 
C, magnesium, potassium and 
iron. 

Selecting; 

Choose small, hard, well- 
rounded beets that are uni- 



form in size. Skin should be 
deep dark, dramatic red, 
smooth and unblemished. 
Avoid beets with soft, moist 
spots or that appear wrin- 
kled. The taproot tell of ten- 
derness: 'a slim one is best. 
The freshest beets have 
small, crisp, dark-green 
leaves. 

Storing: 

Once home, immediately 
chop ofF greens within an 
inch of the beet. Place 
unwashed whole beets with 
taproot intact in a plastic bag 
and store in the refrigerator 
for up to 3 weeks. When 
you're ready to cook them, 
wash beets thoroughly, but 
skip the veggie brush. 

Red beets are thin-skinned. 
So remember to always cook 
them whole to avoid bleed- 
ing. Peel, remove taproot and 
slice only after cooking. , 
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transplant fixes 

BOY'S OWN LIVER 


CHARLOTTESVILLE (UPI) - 
Doctors at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center say 
they managed to get an 8-year- 
old boy's liver to regenerate by 
transplanting a donor liver 
beside it. 

Dr. Timothy Pruett says as a 
issult. Nicholas Ribble will not 
have to take immunosuppres- 
sant drugs for the rest of his 
life. 

Pruett Is a professor of 


surgery and chief of the 
Transplantation Division at 
U.Va. He says the operation • 
called an auxiliary lieterotopic 
transplant - was one of about 
75 performed in this country. 

Nicholas suffered an unex- 
plained liver failure in early 
August. His mother, Teresa, says 
he was first diagnosed with 
strep throat. On Aug. 14. a 
piece of donor liver from anoth- 
er child was placed next to 


Nicholas' liver and hooked up. 

Doctors say rhey are unsure 
what happened to Nicholas' 
liver. They say a vims might 
have been responsible for its 
failure. When the operation 
occurred, his liver was small 
and shrunken. Last month, doc- 
tors say, it was full-size and 
functioning normally. 

“We're really optimistic” 
Pruett told the Richmond, Va., 
Times-Dispatch. 


NEW PEELING TECHHIQUE OFFERS 
LUNCHTIME SOLUTIOH TO SKIH 
RESURFACING 


f®V ORLEANS (PRN) — More and 
more people are using the tradi- 
tional lunch hour for more tlian just 
hindi. Running errands, shopping 
aid exercising have become 
raeaangly popular ways for work- 
ers to spend their hourly lunch 
break. Now time-crunched con- 
sumers have another lunchtime 
option - scheduling an appoint- 
ment with a dermatologist for a 
new skin peeling procedure that 
allows patients to wear make-up 
after the treatment and function 
normally with minimal redness. 

Speaking at the American 
Academy of Dermatology's 57th 
Annual Meeting in New (Means, 

. dermatologist Mark Rubin, MD, 
j Associate Clinical Professor, 

I Division of Dermatology, University 
| of California, San Diego, discussed 
i the benefits of Dermapeeling as die 
j latest treatment option for skin 
resurfacing. 

Dermapeeling, or microabra- 
j sion, is a fairly new procedure in 
1 die United States for treating com- 
toji skin conditions such as rough 
ddn texture, uneven pigmentation, 
mw, sun damage, fine wrinkles 
and acne scars. Aldiough 
Dennapeeling lias been used in 
Europe for more than seven years, 
| k has only recently gained popular- 
j ty in the United States. 


Rubin explained that microabra- 
sion is a technique tiiat involves 
stripping off very thin, superficial 
layers of the skin using machines 
that employ airflow from a vacuum- 
like device and sterile “sand" that 
consists of aluminum oxide. Tire 
way the current devices are set up, 
air is circulated through a hand- 
piece with variable levels of airflow 
and sand. 

By varying die airflow and sand, 
microabrasion can create very 
superficial wounds - 10 microns, or 
ten-thousandths of a millimeter in 
depth - with one pass of die hand- 
piece across die surface of the skin 
or deeper wounds of over 100 
microns, or one-tendi of a millime- 
ter in depth, widi multiple passes 
of the handpiece. In order to com- 
pare how deep a micron is. Dr. 
Rubin explained that a sheet of 
paper is approximately 80 microns 
deep. 

“One of the man benefits of 
microabrasion is the ability to cre- 
ate controlled, superficial removal 
of skin, allowing eadi patient to 
receive a custom treatment that is 
deeper in areas of more severe 
damage, " explained Dr. Rubin. 

Since miaoabrasion is typically 
perforated widi only a few passes 
of the handpiece over die skin to 
create a superficial wound, ancs- 



NOT SMOKED 
MARIJUANA IS 
THE FUTURE OF 
CANNABINOID 
DRUGS 


thesia is not needed for the proce- 
dure. Dr. Rubin said that because 
die wound is superficial, the 
patient will experience only mild 
redness for a few hours after the 
procedure and can apply makeup 
and return to work. "This is truly a 
lunchtime peel in that it can be 
done in 15-20 minutes widi mini- 
mal preparation time." stated Dr. 
Rubin. 

While die superficial nature of 
the procedure keeps redness to a 
minimum, one treatment is not suf- 
ficient for most skin problems. For 
best results, an average patient may 
need four to eight treatments 
spaced from one to three weeks 
apart 

, “What we're accomplishing with 

microabrasion is not only removing 
some of die damaged skin, but 
stimulating new cell growth as 
well," said Dr. Rubin. “Research has . ■ 
shown. that repetitive, superficial 
abrasions can create significant 
new cell growth-. MioOabfasion 
takes advantage of this response by 
allowing patients to, gradually 
. resurface their skin wWiout the 
'downtime' and ride, of more 


WASHINGTON, (UPI) — The 
Institute of Medicine (lOM) 
released its report ‘'Marijuana 
and Medicine: Assessing the 
Science Base." The report was 
prompted by a request from 
the Office of National Drag 
Control Policy (ONDCP) to 
explore the potential medical 
benefits and risks of marijuana. 
The lOM report recommends 
additional scientific based 
research on the risks and bene- 
fits of marijuana in n number of 
areas. 

Regarding the lOM report, 
the ONDCP concluded, "We 
note the report's conclusion 
that 'the future of cannabinoid 
drugs lies not in smoked mari- 
juana, but in chemically- 
defined drugs that act on the 
cannabinoid receptors that are 
a natural component of human 
physiology.'" In the past, 
General Barry McCaffrey, the 
Director of ONDCP, has noted 
the availability of MARINOL; a 
legally available, FDA approved 
pharmaceutical product that 
contains synthetic THC, the 
main active ingredient in mari- 
juana. 

MARINOL (dronabinol) has 
been proven an effective drug 
for the treatment of anorexia 
or appetite loss associated with 
AIDS. It was first brought onto 
the market in 1985 for the 
treatment of refractory nausea 
and vomiting associated with 
cancer chemotherapy. In 1992, 
the Food ' and Drug 
Administration (FDA) approved 
a supplemental new drug appli- 
cation for MARINOL for the 
' treatment pf appetite loss or 
anorexia associated with 
weight loss in AIDS patients. 

• MARINOL is generally well 
tolerated with side effects usu- 


ally being mild and reversible 
by lowering of the drug's dose. 
The most common side effects 
involve the central nervous sys- 
tem and include things like 
sleepiness, dizziness and 
euphoria (or giddiness). 

In clinical trials, and in use by 
thousands of patients. MARI- 
NOL Lias been shown to be 
elfcctive in stimulating the 
appetite in a significant num- 
bers of HIV/AIDS patients. “This 
drug is highly effective in help- 
ing patieius increase their 
appetite," said Gary Cohan, 
M.D, vice president of Pacific 
Oaks Medical Group in Beverly 
Hills, California - the largest pri- 
vate medical practice in the 
U.S. devoted to HIV treatment 
and research. "With proper 
titration. ! can achieve the 
desired results with little or no 
side effects and unlike marijua- 
na, it can be used in a work set- 
ting. meaning that i can get my 
patients back to work and into 
their old routine again." 

Roxane Laboratories, Inc. is a 
leading manufacturer of ethical 
human pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts with a strong commitment 
to HIV and palliative care. The 
Company is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Boehringer 
lngelheim Corporation, located 
in Ridgefield, CT. and is part of 
the Boehringer lngelheim 
world-wide group of compa- 
nies, based in lngelheim, 
Germany. A privately held com- 
pany founded i n 1 885 , 
Boehringer lngelheim is a 
major pharmaceutical, chemi- 
cal, and animal health prod- 
ucts provider with opera- 
tions in more than 100 coun- 
tries around the world. 




DEAR DR. GOTO We we 
planning an extended 
trip this summer to France 
and England. I am trying 
to got pregnant n«w Will 
the shots that I need for ■ 
travel hurt the fetuS? How ' 

lor could I be Into my 
pregnancy and still trav- 
el? Can I use anii-seaskk 
pills or patches? 

DEAR READER: Hie U.S. Public 
Health Service no longer requires 
immunizations for people travel- 
ling ro Europe, so you don’t hove 
to wonry about shots prior to your 
trip. 

Your remaining questions con- 
cern an issue tltat is best left to 
your obstetrician. I strongly 
believe that pregnant women 
slKxild not take any medicine for 
die first three months at least, 
unless the drug is approved by an 
obstetrician. It is during this 
trimester tiiat the most funda- 
mental and important fetal devel- 
opment takes place. I also warn 

I expectant mothers not to drink 
alcohol or smoke, because these 
substances can hnnn an unborn 
child. 

1 am sure that ymir obstetrician 
would be glncl Eu guide you. As a 
general role, women with uncom- 
plicated pregnancies can enjoy a 
normal life, including travel, well 
into their third trimester. 

DEAR DR. GOTO I am 66 
years old and was found 
to have a blood pressu re 
of 200/100. My doctor 
gave me samples of two 
medldnes, which I have 
been taking for two 
weeks. New 1 am dizzy, 
lig h the a ded and weak. 
She made no provision for 

follow-up -care and I 
believe that she do c art 
I care. Whore can 1 go for 
1 help? 

DEAR READER: I think your 
doctor was merely being thought- 
ful by trying to save you money 
However, she certainly should 
have arranged to monitor yourl 
blood pressure to make sure that 
it was controlled and flat ytiu 
were not having an adverse reac- 
tion to the drugs, tour symptoms 
could Indicate tliafthe medWrtes 
arqtpo stronger ypu-your blood 
pressure may }we fallen to :fb 
unaof^^lylow l^.LpoH ft* a 
dodor •■vyhti. is both concerned 
about your heeds. and willing to| 
check your bioqd pfessure until it 
stabilizes. ' " ' - - - . 
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FREE WITHIN A YEAR 


LOS ANGELOS (AFP)— A celebrat- 
ed backer has pleaded guilty to 
cl Targes of computer fraud under 
tlie terms of o deal reached with 
federal prosecutors, officials said. 

Under the agreement Kevin 
Mitnick, 35, could be free in one 
year, US prosecutors said Friday. 

At one time the FBI’s most want- 
ed computer hacker, Mitnick is 
charged with penetrating the sys- 
tems of Motorola, Sun 
Microsystems. Fujitsu, NEC and 
Finish mobile phone company 
Nokia. 

He was arrested by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in Febniaiy 
1995 after three years of investiga- 
tion. He was able to obtain — or 
tried to obtain — software worth 
several million dollars, authorities 
said. 

His trial was to have begun on 
April 20. 

Under the deal to be formally 
approved on June 14, Mitnick has 
agreed to pay his victims arty prof- 
its he receives fiom books or films 
about his exploits. 

He is also forbidden to touch a 
computer for the next three years. 

He will be sentenced to three 
years and 10 months In prison. 
With time already served, he could 





TECHNOLOGY USELESS 
WITHOUT STEADY HANDS 


| lUMminl from 3600, 

be out of prison by mTd^OOO! 

Mitnick has become a folk hero 
for die hacker community 
On September 13, supporters 

— angry about a biography writ- 
ten by a New Ybrk Times reporter 

— shut down the paper's Internet 
site. 


:HN wtlh Ksvlft Mitnick In BixJigrairad 

'"Hiked own” — a Miramax film 
based on his life story — is to be 
released later this year. 

According to lawyer Donald 
Randolph. Mitnick plans to go back 
to school after his release, and 
would like to work as a computer 
consultant. 


KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysians have been barred from using a popular Internet chat Hn 
sonic users violated net etiquette, the Sunday Mail newspaper reported. Some Mai vrf ' ' 
users were “found to be offensive, abusive and invade the privacy of others In the ch 
group," it cited the Internet Relay Chatting site administrator ns saying. The ban is achieved 
by blocking the country's Internet service provider (ISP) Internet protocol, a unique adtW 
that Identifies where uses originate from. An official of Dalnct, a US-based website providl 
online chat software for the site, said Malaysian users were involved in online soliciting f 
advertisements to pornography exchange. “Both arc illegal on onr network. We have temi 
edly killed the spammers, take the channels away where applicable and tried to contact the 
provider,” lie was quoted as saying. “However, all these have had no effect. Unless the 
Malaysian ISP can pledge to actively help us in keeping the offenders off our network, the bus 
remains in effect." The Malaysia ISP was a "hot” address, responsible for almost hair of the 
network of spams or "rubbish postings" received dally, the official added — Agence France 
Presse. 


PITTSBURGH — - A new computer virus can allow documents to lie e-malled to other people 
without warning, a potential security breach that should worry businesses and governments, 
an expert at Carnegie Mellon University said Saturday. The "Melissa macro” or W97M-Mellssa 
vims spreads via infected e-mail and attacks computers loaded with Microsoft's widely used 
Word 97 or Word 2000 programs, according to CERT - or Computer Emergency Response 
Team - Carnegie Mellon's Department of Defense-funded computer security team. CERT first 
heard of the virus Friday afternoon and its members worked through the night to analyze the 
virus and develop a fix, CERT manager Katherine Fithen said. "We’re getting so many reports 
from across the world, that we know this is going to be a huge problem come Monday,’ 
Fithen said. She noted that since CERT was founded 10 years ago, this is only the second time 
it has considered a virus important enough to warrant a public announcement, The first, In 
1994, warned of a virus that allowcd computer burglars to collect passwords. CERT has not 
determined where the Melissa vims originated. Fithen said she is not allowed to say whether 
any governmental agency has suffered a security breach as the result of Melissa. Microsoft 
spokesman Adam Sohn said company programmers worked with CERT and manufacturers of 
anti-virus programs to develop an antidote — The Associated Press. 


BACKWARD COUNTRIES SHOULD WORRY ABOUT Y2K TOO 


ZAGREB (R) — It would seem to 
die uninitiated that technological 
bndcwmtlnvss lias at least one 
advantage — ir removes the need 
to worry .ilniut the millennium 
bug. Not mic. experts say. 

Even countries which lag behind 
the developed world in terms of 
comp uteris, irion will not be spared 
spending millions of dollars mak- 
ing their computers Y2K-complianr 
if they want to avoid black-outs, 
water shortages and other possible 
problems. 

In fact, couhtries like Croatia — 
which invested little in new com- 
puter technology in the past 
decade mostly because of the 
1991-95 independence war and 
economic problems — might find 
the problem even 'more harrowing 
than more advanced countries. 

That Is because many public util- 
ities, big banks and central state 


services operating laige data bases, 
such as the police and health ser- 
vice, still use old main- frame com- 
puters. 

Those machines, bought at best 
in the mid-1980s, typically nin on 
program languages sudi as Cobol 
which few people are still femiliar 
with, said Marijan Frkovic, head of 
the information science section at 
tlie Croatian Chamber of Economy. 

"We haven't even started solving 
the problem," said Frkovic, also a 
member of the state commission 
for solving the Y2K bug. "We are 
very late with our preparations." 

The millennium bug, known in 
the software industry as Y2K, refers 
to the inability of computers to 
recognise the date change from 
1999 to 2000 because their timing 
devices acknowledge only two dig- 


Mffthlnq spent 

While most industrialised coun- 
tries have been preparing for a 
potentially dramatic leap into the 
third millennium for years, the 
Croatian government has not yet 
spent a single dollar and adopted a 
national program only in late 
February. 

In a recent report, the Worid 
Dank put Croatia in a group of 
countries wJtlr medium awareness 
of the problem. 

The state commission was 
formed only last May and Frkovic 
said he hoped the government 
would soon award its first grant — 
$250,000 for a media campaign to 
raise public awareness about the 
problem. 

Hie amount is just a drop in tlie 
ocean in comparison with some 
S600 million — or. roughly three 


percent of GDP — whfch Croatia 
will have to spend, according to 
some conservative estimates, to 
make a smooth transition to 2000. 
Frkovic said. 

"The worst is that many [compa- 
nies! are simply not aware of the 
problem, and others are reluctant 
to invest in a process that does not 
create any added value," Frkovic 
said. 

Computer experts are also pes- 
simistic. 

"I am very unhappy with wiiat 
the commission lias done so far to 
raise public awareness of tlie prob- 
lem. The effects are nil," said 
Delimir Purgar of Eurocomputer 
Systems (ECS), a local company 
selling Compaq, Microsoft and 
Orade operating systems and hard- 
ware. 

Puigar said time was already 
running out in big state-owned 


companies and public services, 
many of which have not even start- 
ed addressing the problem pro]iei- 

iy- 

"Wfe expect a lot of glitches at 
die turn of the year, especially at 
the big, state-ruivfirms." 

Purgar said in more tiian fj°° 
percent of cases ECS were the ones 
to initiate equipment cheeks and 
to start making necessary correc- 
tions to ensure Y2K-complinnce, 
rather than his customers. 

"It was not before we entered 
1999 that we got our first concrete 
order to check and fix a system at 
one company," he said. 

Croatian Telecommunications, 
among the biggest and most vul- 
nerable companies, waited until 
the end ofjanuary to run an inter- 
national public tender in a Zagreb 
daily for bids to mnke some of its 
equipment Y2K-complianr. 


Purgar said ECS had at lira 
expected a big jump in revenue 
from services related to die mil- 
lennium bug, but had now down- 
graded its expectations. 

“Given the current interest. I 
doubt we will make much 
money,” he said, adding that 
many companies would simply 
try to fiddle their way around the 
problem by improvising while 
others would just shut their eyes 

and wait to see what happens. 

Frkovic said he had heard seri- 
ous people in some big state 
firms proposing solutions such as 
turning computer timing devices 
back by 82 years or even retreat- 
ing to outdated technologies 
from the pre-computer era. 

The days of the operator^ 

cd local telephone switchboard 

may not have gone for 

all. 
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5: Pixel, I know how 
?! muck you I ike -to 
£ be outside, but I 
1 1 worry about you. 


Twi putting a 
pager on you, 



How, huvyii Hating! 
I'll be -the ontif . 
cat cm the- block 
WrtVi a pager/ , 


, O 


So when I page 
you, Iwant you 
"to cowie lflovwe. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The F-15 

Strike Eagle banks toward its fir- 
ing point about 32 kilometers 
outside of Yugoslavia. In the 
rear seat, the "wizzo” or 
weapons service officer releases 
a 907 -kilo AGM-130 missile. 

Satellite guidance steers the 
weapon toward its target, then 
the back-seat Air Force officer 
uses a hand controller and a 
video screen to guide the 
weapon into the target. 

“We try to fly steadily. But if 
they [enemies! are shooting, the 
wizzo appreciates it if you avoid 
the bullets," says one F-15 pilot, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

In die NATO mission to stop 
Serb attacks on minority 


Albanians in Kosovo, U.S. and 
allied forces are relying on pre- 
cision-guided weapons, from 
cruise missiles to laser- and 
satellite-guided bombs. 

In ideal conditions, the air- 
man in the F-15 will see an indi- 
vidual window in a building get 
progressively larger on his cock- 
pit video until the picture goes 
blank as the weapon hits. 

if clouds cover the ground, 
the satellite guidance will carry 
the weapon to its rafget, but 
with less than the 3-meter accu- 
racy that can be achieved when 
the weapons officer is in con- 
trol. 

After viewing a video of what 
tlie cockpit weapons officer 
would have seen. Air 


America'S $2.1 billion radar-avoldlng B-2 bombers ware uebd for the 
first time In combat on Wednesday In air strikes against Yugoslav 
military targets 

The bombers flew from Whiteman Air Force Base In the U.S. to drop 
satellite-guided 2,000 lb bombs 
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Commodore David Wilby of 
Britain's Royal Air Force said 
even the latest weapons require 
human skill beyond merely 
pushing buttons. 

"It's very easy for us sitting in 
this room. But bear in mind 
these attacks have been carried 
out at night and in hostile terri- 
tory," Wilby said. “There's some 
very steady hands there putting 
the aim points on.” 

High technology is employed 
throughout the Kosovo mission, 
from radar-evading B-2 
bombers, which have seen their 
first combat use, to tlie new 
AGM-130 air-to-ground missiles. 

A product of a post-Gulf War 
effort to expand the Air Force’s 
arsenal, of precision-guided 
munitions, the AGM-130 allows 
F-15 fighters visible to enemy 
radar to attack targets without 
flying directly over Yugoslavia’s 
formidable air defense network. 

But such precision weapons 
are not fail-safe: about 20 per- 
cent of the Navy’s Tomahawk 
missiles miss their targets. 
NATO spokesman Jamie Shea 
said Friday several pilots have 
returned to base with ordnance 
still strapped under their wings 
rather than risk ereors. 

“NATO pilots only fire at tar- 
gets when they have a reason- 
able degree of confidence of 
being able to hit those targets 
accurately." Shea said. 

The "standoff" weapons that 
are fired from a distance, and 
the nighttime tactics used by 
NATO so far. make it difficult to 
attack mobile Serb columns that 
are menacing Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanian population. 

During the Gulf War, fewer 
than 10 percent of the bombs 
dropped were precision-guided. 
In the strikes on Yugoslavia, all 
the weapons used so far have 
had same sort of guidance sys- 
tem. 

“Our battle damage assess- 
ment is showing us that our 
attacks have been effective," 
Wilby said. 

Air Force B-52s that launched 
CALCMs, or .conventional air-, 
launched cruise missiles, at 
Yugoslav targets flew over the 
Adriatic Sea to their , launch 
points. Their bomb bay doors 
opened ahd a rotary system 
released up to eight of the AGM- 
86C missiles, each carrying a 
3 , 000 -pound warhead. 

As die weapon dropped into 
opep *ir, its turbofen engines 
kicked In and fold-out wings 
deployed as the torpedo- 
1 . shaped missile sped off toward 


The bat-winged F-1 1 7 warplane which Yugoslav forces say they shot down on Saturday la the first lo 
craBh In combat and one of the the most lethal weapons in NATO’s arsenal 
The sleek black plane, designed in secrecy to evade enemy radars, earned its spurs in Ihe 1991 Gulf War and 
defence experts Bald Its toss was a surprise blow to U.S.-lsd NATO air raids on the former Yugoslavia 

F-117A Nighthawka are designed to fly undetected ‘Platypus' 

at night, deflecting and absorbing radar beams exhaust nozzle ^BgPf Rudder-valor 

with their angular lines and Radar Absorbent with hast 

Material (RAM) body panels shielding tiles 

RAM-coated body panala ^BBV 

(fabricated from rubbers, silicones and 
polyurethanes, Impregnated with 

carbons and ferrous meUIs) L - jH 

Engine bay vent ■ 


‘Platypus 1 
exhaust nozzle 
with heat 
shielding tiles 


Retractable antenna - 

Refueling receptacle - 

Infra-Red Acquisition 
and Designation 
SyBtem - — i A 


Hydraulic actuator, 
quadruptex fly-by-wire 
flight control system 
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Yugoslavl^^noi^than8M 
kilometers an hour. 

Throughout : Its 90-mlnute 
route, the missile was in contact 
with a guidance satellite dint 
constantly corrected and red!-; 
rected the fast-turning projec- 
tile using a global position sys- 
tem . 

. .TWenty-seven of these 
weapons, each 6.4-meters long, 
were fired on Yugoslavia on the 
first night's attack. 

. The CALCMs are so-called 
^fire and , , foiget'-- weapons.' 

- meaning the plane that launch 1 ; 1 
es them can . leave the area 
> immediately arid left; the; guid- 


ance system aboard the dirs 1 
million missile take over. ■ 

. Navy and allied ships have 
launched ' several dozen 
Ibmahawk' cruise missiles. They • 
blast off from launch tubes on- 
decks of ships or submarines, ' 
then once airborne switch to jdt 
engines for the cruise irt to the 
target.. . ’ '• 

Using a built-in globaf pdsi-j 
Honing .system receiver that! 
gets Us signals from satellite's,; ' 
as well 95 a digital, mapping j 
device that matches, terrain to 
pomputeriied data, ; , V. the 
Tbmahawk can dellver .a ,453-’ ! 
. kil 6' warhead^ V •' !■ '■?. ;■ f ; 


Several other precision 
weapons also are playing promi- 
nent rales: 

- — High-speed anti-radiation 
missiles, or HARMS, fired frofn a 
variety j of aircraft; against 
Yugoslav air-defense radars. 

• — Satellite-guided bombs, 
Including the new Joint-Direct 
Atipck Munition, dropped . from. 
B-2 bombers. :Sqme wete 907* 
kilo, blast -, weapons, others 
2268- . kilo , bu nker-penet rati pg 


Advanced 1 , medium-range 
air-to-air missiles parried by P- 
, 15a, which shot down three - 
'Yugoslaiy MiG-29s.. ; ; ■. j 





22 SATELLITE LISTII 


107:00 Market 


4t& 

CNBC 


07:30 Europe Today 
10:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Tonight 
20:00 US Power Lunch 
21 :00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market Wrap 
00:00 Europe Tonlght(r) 

01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap<r) 

04:00 Trading Day 
06:00 US Business Centre 
06:30 Lunch Money 


*1. 


EuroNews 



07:00 
News 
11:15 Cult 
11:45 2000 
12:15 Visa 
12:45 Np Comment 
13:15 Europeans' 
13:45 Cinema 
14:15 Vlea 
14:45 Style 
15:1 5 Cult 
15:45 International 
16:15 2000 
16:45 International 
17:15 Europeans 
17:46 Cult 
18:15 Globus 
18:45 Style 
,19:15 Cinema 
1 9:45 International 
20:1 5 News & Analysis 
22:45 Europeans 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 2000 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:46 No Comment 
01:00 International 
02:15 Style 
02:45 Globus 
03:00 End 


01:00 JournaJ-with 
Interview 
01:30 Treasures 01 The World 
01:45 Timeline 
02:00 Journal-Mil Die Woche 
02:30 Projakt Zukunft-Daa 
ZukunllBmagazIn 
03:00 Joumal-With Interview 
03:00 Journal-Con La Semana 
03:30 Germany Live 
04:00 Joirmal-MIt Interview 
04:30 Das Ends Der Odyssee 
06:00 Joumal-With The Week 
05:30 Arts Unllmited-The Cultural 
Magazine 

06:00 Joumal-Mi! Interview 

06 JO Schauplalz Deutschland 

07:00 Joumal-With Interview 

07:30 Treasures Of The World 

07:45 Timeline 

08:00 Journal-Mil Die Woche 

08:30 Proiekl Zukunft-Das 

Zukunitamagazln 

08:00 Joumal-With Top Story 

09:30 Germany Live 

10:00 Journal-MIt Tagesthema 

10:30 Das Ende Der Odyssee 

f 1:00 Joumal-With Top Story 

11:30 Arte Unlimlted-The Cultural 

Magazine 

1 2:00 Journal-MIt Tagesthema 
12:30 Schauplalz Deutschland 
13:00 Joumal-Wllh Top 8tory 
1 3:30 Treasures of The World 
13:46 Timeline 

14:00 Joumal-MIt Tagesthema 

1 4:30 Projakt Zukunll-Das 

Zukunftsmagazln 

16:00 Joumal-With Top Story 

1 6:30 Germany live Weimar 

18:00 Journaf-Mlt Tageathema 

16:30 Nahautnahme 

17:00 Joumal-With Top Story 

1 7:30 Aria Unlimlted-The Cultural 

Magazine 

18:00 Jourrtal-MH Ihgeslhema 
18:30 Deutschland Haute 
19:00 Joumal-With Top Slory 
19:30 The End Of ThB Odyssey 
20:00 Joumal-MIt Tageathema 
20:30 PollUkAktUBlI-Dae 
PoliUkipegazin 

2 1 :00 Joumal-With Top Story 
21 :30 Germany Tbdey 
22:00 Journal-Mit Tageathema/ 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dia 
22:30 Nahautnahme 
23:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
23:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

00:00 Journal-Mit TagBslhama 
00:30 Deutschfand Haute 


07:00 Journal 
TV5 

07:15 GourmandlS 08 
07:30 Telematin 
09:00 TV5 Mlnutea at meteo 
09:05 Journal de Radio* 
Canada 
09:30 4 at Demi 
10:00 TV5 Minutes 
10:05 Polsmlques 
11:00 TVS Minutes 
11:05 Reflets 
12:00 TVS Mlnutea 
12:05 Zlg Zag Cato 
12:30 Gourmandlaes 
13:00 TV5 Minutes 
13:05 Volte Pads 
13:30 Journal de France 3 
14:00 Special Cinema 
16:00 Journal International 
TV5 

16:16 Co Lire© Destination 
Monde 

17:15 Pyramids 
17:46 Bus at Compagnfe 
18:30 TV5 Minutes 
18:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions Pour un 
Champion 
19:30 Journal TV6 
20:00 Volla Paris 
20:27 Un Uvre Un Jour 
20:30 Journal de La RTBF 
21 :00 Envoys Special 
23:00 Journal de Francs 
Television 
23:30 Klosque 
00:1 5 Mlse au Point 
01:15 French Focus ' 
01:25 Meteo Internationale 
01:30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la RTBF 
02:30 Faxculture 
03:30 Potemfques . 

04:16 Claim Lamaeche 


09:30 Figure Skating 
11:30 Rugby 
12:30 Rally 
13:00 Foolball 
15:00 Superbike 
16:30 Rally 
18:00 Football 
20:00 Bowling 
21 :00 Xtrem Sports 


I rV-K* ,!■ 1 1 Ml 


23:00 Strongest Men 
00:00 Football 
01 :00 Boxing 
02:00 Superbike 
:30 Close 
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WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living: Top Gear 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Aela Today/USA Direct 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
:Q0 BBC World News 
:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
06:00 BBC World News 

USA Direct 

07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Uving: Earth 
Report 

09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 Correspondent 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living: Top Gear 
13:00 The World Today 
14:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
15:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Living . 

17:00 BBC World Newe 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Stylet 
10:00 BBC World Newe 
19:30 World Living: Earth 
Report 

:00 The World Today 
21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focue 
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02:30 Naked Truth 
02:55 Spin City 
03:25 Married With 
Children 

03:50 Homicide: Life On The Steels 
04:40 One Ufe To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach. 

07:10 Pori Charles 

07:35 Designing Women , , 
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04*00 Oub Show 
06:00 Vietnam War 
Story 

08:00 Robocop III 
10:00 Master Harold And The Boys 
12:00 Rebound: The Legend Of Earl 
The Goars Manlgauet 
14:00 Lean On Me 
1 6:00 A Dry White Season 
18:00 Welcome Home 
20:00 Being Human 
22:00 The Sicilian 
00X30 All Lies End In Murder 
02:00 Being Human 


IhuywMi) 


04:30 Crook & 

Chase 
05:30 Judge 
Judy 
06:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy 
07:30 Wheel Ot Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Roseanne Show 
11:00 Sunshine Culelne 
1 1 :30 CooWng Secrete Of The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Daily 
12:30 El FYE 
13:00 Sally Jessy Raphael 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
16:30 Model Mania 
16:30 Vldeofa8hlon 
17:00 The Roseanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Coming Attractions 
20:30 El Behind The Scenes 
21:00 El FYE 

21:30 El Mysteries & Scandals 
22:00 VWeofaahfon 
22:30 Media TV 
23:00 Talk Soup 
23:30 El News Dally 
00:00 Jeny Springer 
01 :00 Sally Jessy Raphael(r) 


01:00 Victor 
Vlotoria 

03:00 Manhattan 
05:00 Qoldfingsr 
07:00 Giant ‘ . 

11:00 Slngln’ In The Rain 
13:00 8oylent Green 
15:00 That’s Entertainment 
17:00 Casablanca 
19:00 Police Academy 
21:00 Heaven's Gate 
23:00 The UmbtoR 


showtime: 


02:00 New 
Detective, The 
03:00 Century Ol 
Dlecoveries 

04:00 Discovery Profile Series 

05:00 Go For III 

06:00 Uehuale 

07:00 The New Explorers II 

08:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet II 

10:00 Inntimate Escapes 

10:30 Inntimate Escapes 

11:00 Eyewitness 

11:20 Splat 

12:00 Go For Itl 

13:00 The New Explorers II 

14:00 Travelers 

15:00 Inniimale Escapes 

15:30 Inniimale Escapes 

16:00 Ushuala 

17:00 Lonely Planet II 

18:00 The Shark Files 

19:00 The Ultimate Guide 

20:00 Lost Civilizations 

21:00 Trauma 

21:30 Trauma 

22:00 Discovery Profiles Series 
23:00 Go For III 
00:00 Lonely Planet III 
01:00 The Ultimate Guide 


:00 Sunday Night 
Music Mix 
05:00 Night Videos 
07:00 Klckstart 
08:00 Top Selection 
09:00 Klckstart 
10:00 Non Stop Hits 
13:00 MTV Data Videos 
14:00 Non Stop Hits 
17:00 Select MTV 
19:00 Hltliat UK 
20:00 So 90's 
21:00 Top Selection 
22:00 MTV Data Videos 
23:00 Amour 
00:00 MTV ID 
01 :00 Superock 


04:00 The Secret 
World 01 Alex Mack 
04:30 Mowgli 
05:00 Mighty Max 
05:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
06:00 Real Monsters 
06:30 Doug 
07:00 Arthur 
07:30 Wlmzla’s House 
08:00 Blues Clues 
08:30 The Busy World Of 
Richard Scarry 
09:00 Mr Men 
09:05 Mr Men 
09:10 Mr Men 
09:15 Magic Mountain 
09:30 The Digawell Dog Show 
09:45 Utile Hippo 
10:00 Arthur 
10:30 Hey Arnold 
11:00 Catdog 
11:30 Rugrats 
12:00 Kenan & Kel 
12:30 The Secret World Of 
Alex Mack 
13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko’s Modem Life 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
16:00 Rugrata 
15:30 Catdog 
18:00 Kenan & Kel 
18:30 Mowgli® 


02:00 bmr irek-ThaNaij 
Generation jW 

03:00 Silk Slalklngs 9 

04:00 Powerboat & ~ 

Jatsport 

World 1998 Series 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Acapulco Heat 
06:30 TV Movie 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11:00 Real Tv 
11:30 Acapulco Heal 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 The Commlah 
14:00 Pnclllc Blue 
15:00 Baywatch 
1 8:00 Star Trak-Ttw Next 
Generation 
17:00 Early Edition 
18:00 Real TV 

18:30 Premier League Htghttehts 
19:30 Pensacola 
20:30 PSI Factor 
2 1 :30 The Premier Match 
23:30 Inside Edition 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01 :00 Acapulco Heat 




02:00 Soul wii ■ 

Vibration 

04:00 VH1 Late Shift 
08:00 Power Breakfast 
10:00 Pop-Up Video 
11:00 Upbeat 

1 4:00 Ten 01 The Best Crowded 
House 

15:00 Greatest Hits of: The Police 
15:18 Pop-Up Video 
16:00 Jukebox 
18:00 The Mu9lc-Meatk»f 
19:00 Five O Five 
19:18 Pop-Up Video 
20:00 Happy Hour With Toyah 
Wilcox 

21:00 VH1 Hits 
22:00 Album Chart Show 
23:00 Bob Mill’s Big 80'6 
00: 00 Greatest Hits: The Polha 
01:00 Pop-Up Video 
01:18 Talk Music 


12:00 Home Video hit* 

16:30 Maple Town ■ 

17:00 Super Boy gj 

18:00 Bull Pen 
1 8:30 Blossom 
20:30 Tslsfun 
21:30 Kick Off 
23:30 Moon Lighting 
00:30 Unhappily Evw After 

01:00 Laurla Hill 


:30 About Last Night 


08:00 Arabic Vedlo-ClF JBJ 
07:00 Yan Can Cook 

08:30 Sports 

14:00 Flash NswsAJve 

15:15 Mondial 08 

16:16 Pino 

19:00 Clna 99 

20:00 News 

23:00 L.A. Heat 

00:00 Telesport • — 


07:00 Le Journal 

07:15 Extra Large l/p/W 

07:30 News Heat! ■ 

07:33 Lea Invention? D*.¥.G 
08 1 00 Serle Eqtre Terre 
0?«1 5flier+ Encounter " '• 
10:00 New? alTW t ‘ : Y 
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^ ; /tg|8o^6ry : can be Y; 
fi-Jpe Wore nightfall 
Ijihl&fifyiil Increase your 
WaWafor success in 


pihleavor that some 
freight consider a "lost 
cause." 


LIBRA 

(Sepl. 23-Oct. 23): 

You must be more 
aware at this time of the 
klnd4 of things you can 
do tj> help others wlth- 
\ put being directly 
liwqive'd. Your influence 
’* will be feltl 


(April ?.0-Mrty 20): 

It's important that you’ 
control your more basic 
impulses today, and that 
you get more in tune 
with your higher - 
Instincts end creativity. 


GEMINI CANOED 1-.RO VII TOO 

(May 2'1-Juno 21): 22): (July (Aug. 23-Ge|it22); 


it’s time to thlnk.of the 
past Once mpre/as a 
way of answering two or 
three key questions you • 
have about you future. 

Don’t forget today! 


Someone' may be asking 
. you “why" again and 
again today, and the 
same answers may not- 
suffice. You’re going to . 
have to get creative, and 
sooni 


m camhoorm 

(Out. 24- Nov. 21) (Mov.riJU-Ucc. 21): (Den. KUar 1 . 10 ): 


You will have to choose 
whether to remain true 
to your personal style 
today, or to adjust to (he 
desires of someone In 
authority. 


(Muv.r&MJec. 21 ): 

An Idea you've been 
promoting for some lime 
may prove to be nothing 
but an idle dream for 
now. in time, It will seem 
more than possible. 


(Den. Wat 1 . 10): 

Anticipation may have 
you on pins and nee- 
dles throughout much of 
the day, but It is quite 
likely your patience will 
be duly rewarded by 
nightfall. 


Today (9 the. day to 
learn how to cope with a 
- loss .that has been, 
affecting yoiifor weeks 
or even months once 
and for all, Look for- 
wardl • ' 


A&WMtlUIS 

(./an in): 

It's important, even 
essential for you to 
share your feelings with 
the one person who is 
most closely linked to 
you in every way today. 

Open up! 


You can afford to 1 be. a 
little more dynamic . (n 
. your approach today. 

Never fear attracting 
attention, for you've got 
; something up your - 
'.‘sleeve;’.. 


(F eb. IP-MamliSO): 

Someone may be 
rubbing you the wrong 
way. Say what you 
have to eay to anyone 
who Is offending you, 
but be sure you’re hot 
being vindictive. 





a 

THE MAGIC 
SWORD 
12:30 GAJLRRIA. 1 
05:00 GAI/I.IUU A 2 



2). \ I! * B ;• 


Bin - THAT FIRST STEP WAS A 
DOOZEY1 

National Park Service ofllcinis 
oedir a combination of luck and 
softer snow with saving the life of 
inexperienced dimberwho fell 19- 
fnndred feet down Mount Rainier. 

; 5fryear-old Dawes Eddy was at 
1 12-thousancMOO feet and in Wuw- 
1 ing snow Sunday when lie some- 
. how lost his balance and tumbled 
! down a sloping gully to the 10- 
j diousand-500-fooi level. He suf- 
fered cuts and an apparent broken 

h 

Four other climbers witnessed 
■tie fall and sent someone down to 
Wp Eddy while using a cell phone 
to call for help. He was airlifted off 
I the mountain. 

Ranger Rick Kirschrter tells the 
Seattle Times • “If this were to hap- 
pen later in the season when a lot 
of the softer snow is melted and 
**tier ice or lock (is) exposed, he 
definitely wouldn’t have survived." 

! • MAN TO WATCH CONVICT W01* 

| GIVE BIRTH 

j ■ An Ohio man will be present 
. when his convict wife gives birth - 
| •hanks to a federal court orelor. 

; Stet c officials had refused to 
j 29^ear-okl Sean Tbrner to be 

! jjwent for the birth or his first 
, [jW- Bl,t the Aiuericau Civil 
ubwties Union of Ohio .went to 
. wint last weekend and got a feder- 
; J Judge to order die state to allow 
wrier to witness the birth. . 
j Tbrner s wife, Barbara, is serving 
^■and-a-halfyenr sentence for 
! .Jetton drug offenses. She’ll 
* J* 1 *" ® Dm a Columbus prison 
•! W* 0 ' *e Ohio State University 
. ^'alCenter to give birth. TUmer 
^assume custody of the baby 

hKJ LAUCHing MATTER : 
^ihe cost of getting your yuks Is 

1 J!j s . “Coitiing to humor core 
, 7*** htaltolm Kushner^s. annuai 


- • .1.. ■'* r\ , 


Cost of Laughing Index ...which 
finds die cost of humor went up 
three percent last year. 

The Index - a compilation of 16 
leading humor indicators ■ found 
the cost of a singing telegram deliv- 
ered by a singing chicken went up 
10 bucks to 75 dollars. The fee for 
writing a half-hour TV sitcom, 
meanwhile, rose 157 dollars to 12- 
lliousnnd-248 bucks. 

There was no increase in the cost 
for admission to comedy clubs in 
l.ns Angeles. San Franciscu. Atlanta. 
Chicago, Houston. New York, 
Denver, Indianapolis. Pittsburgh 
and Seattle. Arid no increases were 
reported in the prices for Groucho 
glasses, srill 1 5 dollars a 
dozen... arrow-througli-the-head 
gags, six bucks a dozcn...Mad mag- 
azine, two-50 at rite newsstand.-or 
singing telegrams delivered by a 
pink gorilla, 75 dollars. 

The cost for a dozen rubber 
chickens actually fell six dollars to 
60 bucks. 

But Kushner says the three-per- 
cent increase is "no laughing mat- 
ter.’’ In his words - "It means we’re 
paying bigger fees for smaller tee- 
bees. " 

PARTY ON, DUDES 

Spring break scents to be boom- 
ing this year in Daytona Beadi, 
Florida. - 

There aren’t any figures avail- 
able...ntid won’t be fpr weeks...but 
hoteliers, restaurant owners and 
tourism officials, say it looks Hke a 
big year. Mike Jiloty of the visitors 
bureau says, he wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if there are as many as 10 to 
20 percent more college students 
on hand than last year’s estimated 
140-thousapd. 

Beach patrol officers say they ■ 
think ' k’s one of the beat spring ; 

• _ crowds they’ve Had in several years. 

. Everyone should -thank Mother, 

* Natufe - the weather has-been;*! 
good as iYsbeen ln recent memory 


JOCKSTRIP 


FORGET THE MAKE-OVER, GIMME THE 20-MILLION BUCKS! 

Who would you want to be most like if you could haw a 20-millinii-dollar make-over? 

TlLit's the question asked one-thousand people hy Rayinoiu Inns and Suites to celebrate the Milwaukee-based 
lodging chain's 20-millioredollnr remndc-ling program. 

National media |x*rsonalities dominated women's lop-three dioices. Wlteii asked who tlrey'd want to be most 
like if they could have a major make-over. Gndy Crawford was the name cited the most. ..followed by Oprah Winfrey 
and Katie Couric. Also on the list - Elizabeth Dole and first lady Hillary Rodliam Clinton. 

When men were asked the same question, their top responses were Hairison Ford. Michael Jordan and George 
Clooney.. .followed by John F. Kennedy Junior, Bill Clinton, Denzel Washington and Matt Liner. 

TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

Hundreds of people lined up yesterday outside a Los Angeles bookstore where...inside...fbrmer White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky was signing copies of her book “Monica’s Story.’’ It was billed as Lewinsky’s only U-S book- 
signing appearance.. although she Iras signed autographs in England. 

One man said he got in line before 5:30 a.m because he didn’t want to be stuck in a huge line. Anodier said he 
wanted to meet Lewinsky because he has a crash on her. 

NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

■/* 1 i 

Tlie owners and marketers of die "Teletubbies” having taken Wif-Mart to court in New Yoric for allegedly selling 
unlicensed knock-ofls of the TV diameters. 

’Teletubbies’’ owner Ragdoll Productions and marketers Itsy Bitsy Entertainment say Wbl-Mart’s “Bubbly 
Clrubbies” dolls are obvious copies ofthe “THembbies” dolls. TheysayWri-Mart even copied the Tfeletubbies" logo 
on fire [rackaging. 

The plaintiffs want Wl-Mait to stop selling lire ’’Bubbly ChUbbles". .destroy the remaining stock, ..and pay dam- 
ages. - •' 

TODAY'S SIGN THE WORLD IS ENDING;: 

A survey of college students by U. The National College Magazine finds empathy for Monica Lewinsky almost 
doubled |ri die vyake of foe former White House intern’s interview with Batbara \Afeltens. 

. 46 percent of College students questioned said tiiey felt sorry for Monica afterwatching tlie interview.., compared 
with the 25 percent who said they felt sony for her prior to the interview. .. 

Anotlier finding - according to sources, foe shade of dub Monaco lipstkfr ..aijze...foat Lew'nsky wdre during the 
fot^evyissolfoout natfonwide. ;■ • 

AND FINALLY, TODAY'S UPLIFTING STORY 

Pennsylvania state police are building upon their success In reaching kids through a special “trading' 

card’prdgram./ 1 \- - : ; 

; StatO. Trooper Joe likkis (lAHK’-kihs) from TVoop.P fn Luzerne County says the Idea for the trading cards ' 
came fVom his fithier...wijb saw a similar program being used in his home state of Florida. , h ‘ ; ’ ‘ 

faklds Says dje tradlng^carils program • which Is npvfr. jnjts third, year - has gdinc a long way in reaching . 
djildren.-He sa^s itiany bf tHtjse kldsnow await the’new «tq to add to their collections fifomprevlous 

J? . ■•a- - • * — •* ; • :.v .-.--v ••••-• \y 



YOU’VE 

GOT 

MAIL 

3:30/6: 1.5/8:30/10:45 
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HUSH HUM 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Go on a 
diet 

7 Subtract 

13 Some bees 

14 Annual 
1? Fellow 

fighters 

16 Landlord 

17 Part of a 
tennis 
match 

16 Environ- . 
men! agcy. 

20 Gl'a 
address 

21 Doga 

26 Lace pieces 
28 “Some 
Like ■" 

32 Auto racer 
Al — 

33 Lalaaez — 

34 Place 

36 Hoopster 

38 

human . . 

37 Unity 

39 Emblems 
41 Paper of . 

Indebted- 

ness 

44 H — the 
ramparts 
we watched 


45 Actress 
Luplno 
48 Disagree 
61 Cotton 
fabric 

64 Kiddle lit 
girl 

66 Put oil on 
60 Items 
owned 
57 Find 


1 Vitamin 
labs) state 

2 Author — 
Stanley 
Gardner 

3 Dimwit 

4 Prefix for 
lateral or 
cellular 

6 Fair grade 

6 Ancient 
Jewish 
ascetic 

7 Folk singer 
Bob 

8 Wide shoe 
aba 

8 M — KapItaJ" 
10 — Major 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


DEianam hheeibh 
ELJL3HUB DUiaHlfla 
EUlIiJBfJDI 0BUHIIEJ 
Haam uma 

HHiaHU EHmaCJEH 
EBHHH OUJQI3H 

□[auua hhhiih 

Uaai3S0S 

anaas 

IflEEJH HUQ EUHU 
UHHaoa nsHHuia 
maofCJQifl UBCjaiaa 


(constella- 

tion) 

11 Hoof beat 
sound 

12 Naophyte 


19 Greek 
letters 

21 Slope 
raining 

22 Remove 
moisture 
from 

23 — Tower 

24' Blemishes 

25 House- 
keeper's 
nemesis 

26 Upon 

27 Two words 
of under- 
standing 

2B Bee’s home 

30 Crude 
metals 

31 Mr*. Dick 


Tracy 

37 Brit, honor 

38 Usual 

40 Habits 

41 Thought 

42 Petroleum 
derivatives 

43 Flying 
saucers; 
abbr. 

45 Pelvlo 
bones 

46 Exertion 

47 Poker stake 

49 "Shams I" 

50 Superlative 
suffix 

52 Party card 
gams 

53 Aaan. 



li 

i 

I 
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HAIR 
AWARDS 


A lmost as popular as who 
does or doesu'r win an 
Oscar is discussing 
which stars rate a fashion "do” 
or "don't" at the awards cere- 
mony. 

For the second year, the 
makers of Rogaine rated the 
hairstyles at Hollywood's 
annual festivities and deter- 
mined who were the Oscar's 
best-tressed males and female 
stars, in five categories: 

-Best New Hairstyle (male): Jim 
Carrey 

-Best New Hairstyle (female): 
Renee Zellweger 
-Sleekesr Hair (male): Brendan 
Fraser 

-Sleekest Hair (female): 
Gwyneth Paltrow 
-Best-Tressed Couple: Warren 
Beatty and Annette Bening 
-Most Outlandish Hairstyle: 
Whoopi, Whoopi, Whoopi 


TOM HANKS 


P'Ti soni Hanks says he'll appear 
| in his first public service 
& campaign to help generate 
public awareness and support 
Tor the National World War 2 
Memorial.. .to be built in our 
nation's capital. 

Sponsored by The Advertising 
Council, the ad campaign will 
break this spring and will include 
television, radio and print ads. 

The 100-million-dollar memo- 
rial will be funded primarily 
through private contributions. 
To date the campaign has raised 
more than 43-million dollars. 


STUPID PET 
TRICKS 


j'-’.eople came from miles 
I . /’around to Denver Sunday 
1 to show off their stupid 
pet tricks. Producers from 
"The Late Show with David 
Letterman" held auditions (at 
KCNC-TV-4) and found plenty 
of hopefuls. There was one cat 
who refused to do its dog-like 
tricks. And a German Shepherd 
disappointed its owner when 
it didn't sneeze on command 
as promised. 

Each audition was video- 
taped and will be reviewed. 
Participants will be notified 
later if they make the show. 


1999 GQ 
MEN OF THE 
YEAR 


r- n-swo-time Oscar winner 
| Tom Hanks, “The 
j] Practice’s" Dylan 

McDermott and rapper Sean 
■‘Puffy" Combs are among the 
nominees for the 1999 GQ Men 
of the Year. 

The list of nominees in 1 5 cat- 
egories will be included in the 
April issue of the inagazine...on 
newsstands later this week. The 
winners will be featured in the 
magazine’s November issue and 
honored at the fourth annual GQ 
“Men of the Year” awards show 
in New Yoric City. 

This year's nominees also 
include author Tbm Wolfe, fash- 
ion designer Calvin Klein and 
“NYPD Blue” actor Rick 
Schroder. 



DAVID 
ISTRICKLAND 


SiitUh-nlv Sus.m" star itronki 
Shields is asking i he news media 
to spare (he sitcom's cast limn 
“insensitive prying” in the wake 
of the death of co-star David 
Strickland. 

The actor’s body was found in 
a Las Vegas hotel room 
Monday.. .the same day he was 
to appear in a Los Angeles court- 
room on a dmg conviction. He 
apparently hanged himself. 

Homicide investigators say 
they have no reason to believe 
Strickland's death is anything 
more than a suicide. No note 
was found in the room. 

Strickland was arrested last 
Halloween in LA and in 
December pleaded guilty to a 
single count of narcotics posses- 
sion. He accepted a 36-month 
sentence deferral and was sup- 
posed to appear in court 
Monday. 

The 28-year- old Strickland 
began his acting career with 
guest appearances on “Mad 
About You," “Dave’s World" and 
’’Roseanne.*’ He was in the 
movies "Postcards from 
America," “Object of Obsession" 
and “Delivered".. .and was plan- 
ning ro direct a new film 
"Greenwich Mean Time." 

On “Suddenly Susan," 
Strickland played Todd the 
music critic. In the new Sandra 
Bullock film “Forces of Nature" 
he was Steve... the ex-boyfriend 
of Maura Tierney’s character, 
Bridget. 


RUBY LEE 
AND OSSIE 
DAVIS 


newspaper 


A ctors Ruby Dee and Ossie 
Davis were among 71 
demonstrators arrested 
outside New York City police 
headquarters yesterday while 
protesting the shooting of 
African immigrant Amadou 
DiaOo. 

The two actors - who’ve 
appeared in director Spike Lee's 
films - are the latest high-profile 
people to join the nearly 400 
whoVe been arrested at the 
weekday protests organized by 
the Reverend Al Sharpton. 

1 Says Dee - "When things go 
wrong there are mechanisms we 
can use to fix them, and one of 
them is protest," Adds Davis - 
“When people speak, it is up to 
power to listen." . 

Diallo was . shot to death by 
four police officers. In the door- 
way pf his apartment .building.! 
■ HewaslitiamVed. 


WHICH ANIMALHAST>1e 
LONGEST PREGNANCY? 

It takes 640 days, or 21 
months, to make an African de- 
phnut. Nothing else comes 
close. But giraffes and camel! 
have gestation periods around 
400 days, or 13 months. Whales 
and some seals take almosi ' 
exactly a year. Cows and hones 
tnkv longer than humans do. 
lire orangutan matches the 266- 
day human time dock, more or 
less. 

WHY IS A GOOD SPEECH 

CALLED A STEM-WINDER? 

In 1867 - at the pinnacle of 
the era of the long, flowery ora- 
tion - the Elgin National Wttdi 
Company produced the stem- 
winding watch...whkh was so 
good that for awhile anything 
good was called a stem-winder. 
Today, journalists who use the 
term couldn't tell you its deriva- 
tion if their lives depended on it. 

HOW MANY CRUCIFEROUS 
VEGETABLES CAN YOU NAME? 

The cruciferous vegetables • 
which are generally held to be 
very good for you because they 
fight cancer - are cabbage, cauli- 
flower, broccoli, kale, brussei 
sprouts, turnips, pak-choi and 
pc-tsai. Radishes and rutabagas 
are also in this family. 

WHERE DOES THE WORD 

“COCKTAIL” COME FROM? 

Wordsiniths think "cocktails" 
come from "coquette**" -drinks 
made by a New Orleans pharma- 
cist in the 1700s. He named his 
drinks "coquetiers" after the 
“egg cups" he served them in. 

WHAT IS THE FASTEST 

animal? . 

The peregrine falcon dives at 
more than 200 miles an hour. 
Eagles are almost as fast. The 
fastest horizontal bird is, appm- 
princely, the swift. The f astcst 
swimmer is the $nllflsli...which 
does better than 60 miles an 

hour. Swordfish, blpe sharks and 

tuna all swim raster than *r 
phlns. Cheetah are fastest on 
land. ..also topping 60-, fe* 
and antelope outpa^lioitt» 
rabbits... ■’ ■ -.vv-. •V l- V 


WHY do MENHON; ■-[ 

CHEESE TO DESCRIBE 
THING CHEAP QR 


•’SEXY? 


• Cheesy, meaning two. 
1800s term srem'ifilng * 
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BRAND SSlS®!) 

' inffABBLE® Is a trade merit ol Hasbro in lha U filled Stales ana Canada ana elsewhere ol 
Jgf JJSr » Sons PIC. 0 1990 Hasbro Air n^his reaanrea. Usaa v,rth permission 01 

-□'□□□□□D r—, 

Lvl 

‘ ■ _ RACK-1 

□ □□□□□□ r- , 

0 0 0 0 EE1 rr L_l 

RACK 2 

□□□□□□□ r— , 

H0EBH®0sr,_ ,L_ 

. v • RACK 3 

□□□□□□□ p-n 

0000000 

PAR SCORE 95-105 RACK4 

by JUDD four rack total - _ 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters In each row. Add 
- points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50- 
point bonus, "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words 
are in The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW 
Official Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
3-29-99 • © 1099. United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 


WORDY GURDY! 


f V VIII# m W V All# A by tricky ric ky kane 

1. Chic ocean liner (1) Every answer Is a rhyming 

I pair of wonts llike FAT CAT 

_ I wul DOUBLE TROUBLE) , and 

2. May chomp (1) . they will flt In the letter 

squares. The number after the 
— — — — definition tells you how many 

8. Russian monarch's Jam containers ( 1 ) syllables In each word. 


2. May chomp (1) 


4. Splinter In foie erne makeup (2) 


lllll ■■■■■■ 


8. Tangles coifed strands of head hair (2) ® 1098 W*** lnc 


8. Lifter of a pearl maker (2) 


Hn 



7. President Beniamin’s military posts (S) 


ANSWERS TO THURSDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

I. LARGE MARGE 2. GERES BEERS 8. NINE SHINE 4. ROBES OBIS 
5. GUTTER CLUTTER 8. BRITTLE SKITTLE 7. PLACATION VACATION 

r* 

ANSWERS TO FRIDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

1. PJS DJS 2. STORE CHORE 8. PHONY CRONY 4. TREAT FEET 
5. PLEASE SQUEEZE 6. TRUMANS LUMENS 7. BRUSSELS TUSSLES 



msm 


{SOMBER 6 OP -THE. 
StMEki MA0YT£ OF 
mfcULY EPPECHME 
CATS... 


mam i 


Ai Li • Pe H4 Ai rack 

Di Ri li Z10 Zid Li Ei rack 


GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

© 1999, United Feature Syndicate, Inc 

■^1 W I I I RACK 1 = 10 


BY BRIAN CRANE 


ANYONE UWte&&HbOR 
FOR lAMLU^HOUi OP 
Wf&LL- OKi TUEIR 
CLOTUlfOG?. 


St] [Li] Al [C 3 ] Q 

*AR S 50 RE 1 30^1 40 


J [Da| [SiJ rack 3 = 68 

H00 RACK 4 ’-52; 

JUDD'S TOTAL 212 


GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

©1999, United Feature Syndicate, tnc 
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EVEN DOZEN HENFRurra, a LIGHTER. AND AN AERIAL- 
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EVERY GOOD SOCCER MOVE 
INVOLVES A CERTAIN ELEMENT 
•. OF SURPRISE, r- 


THE ONLY 
Sl/ftPBISE, 
ASHLEY, IS 
THAT YOUR 

mother emeu 

LETS You OUT 
OF THE 
MOUSE. 


THE ALL IMPORTANT FIRST 
IMPRESSION. BE HI? ALEX. 
BEDASHING AND ItfTTfc. 
QUOTE WHITMAN*. DAZZLE 
HER WflW WR 
CHARM. 
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A LOOK AT 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC AND 
THE PEOPLE 
MAKING IT 
TODAY: 


A CHANGE DID 
‘EM GOOD 

G rammy- winning rocker 
Sheryl Crow sang "a 
change will do you 
good" a couple of years 
ago.. .and it looks like some of 
country music's biggest stars 
took Crow at her word. 

Superstars Thn McGraw, 
Faith Hill and Martina McBride 
• Who spend much of their 
time performing country 
music for fans - took a break to 
watch Crow perform her rock 
numbers at tire Grand Ole 
Opry House earlier this week. 

Arid that's not Hill's only 
connection to the Opry. She's 
performing at the Opry's for- 
mer home, the historic Ryman 
Auditorium, on May 21st. 

JUNE IN APRIL 

J une Carter Cash says "Press 
On" - her new album set for 
an April 20th release - is in 
many respects an audio biog- 
raphy of her long and colorful 
career. 

The daughter of country leg- 
end Maybelle Carter began 
performing with her mother 

and sisters as a child hit the 

Grand Ole Opry stage with the 
Carter Family as a young 
woman...pursued an acting 
career in New York...and has 
been Johnny Cash's wife and 
touring partner for 31 years. 

Songs Included on the Small 
Hairy Dog/Risk Records album 
include Carter Family classics 
"Diamond In The Rough" and 
“Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken?"... plus her hus- 
band's hit "Ring Of Fire," a 
song she wrote with Merle 
Kilgore about falling in love 
with Cash. The album was pro- 
duced by Carter Cash's 
son...John Carter Cash. 

Carter Cash tells Billboard 
magazine - "The songs do tell 
a story about things that have 
happened to me." 
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S inger Cassandra Wilson 
accepted a major creative 
challenge two years ago 
when she began mining the 
music of Miles Davis for touch- 
stones that would embrace her 
own musical journey. 

While her project got off to 
an uneven, high profile start 
during an ambitious six-night 
concert series at Lincoln Center 
in December 1997, featuring 
Davis's music performed with a 
large all-star band,- she 
regrouped and rethought 
things. 

Refining the material and 
slimming down the band to an 
acoustic unit reflecting her 
musical strengths. Wilson has 
produced n stunning, if not 
magical, recording that is cer- 
tain to pick up where its suc- 
cessful predecessors, “New 
Moon Daughter" and the 
Grammy-winning “Blue Light 
Til Dawn," left off. 

"Traveling Miles" was 
released this week by die Blue 
Note label. While it conveys 
some of the spirit of Davis's . 
music, there is no superficial 
covering of his compositions or 
other songs the late trumpeter 
turned Into essential parts of 
the jazz canon. 

Rather, Wilson looked for 
common ground. In the 
process, the project revealed 
restless similarities In their 
careers and musical ity. 

Many jazz purists rurned 
their backs on Davis after the 


late 1960s when he went elec- 
tric with his bands. He took 
more of a pop approach to 
music in quest of commercial 
success, yet he was also follow- 
ing the creative restless muse 
that made him hilly explore 
new interests. 

"Miles is more than just a 
musician to me, he is an 
American icon. He is a para- 
digm. He symbolizes the 
essence of jazz and I think, the 
American spirit - rhe way we 
evolve, rhe way we adapt, the 
way chat we create our lives as 
we go along," Wilson said in an 
interview. 

“I think it is the best of what 
we do as Americans, it is a dif- 
ferent tiling that we have here. 
It says so much about who we 
are ns a culture. Miles is for me 
very important symbol of that.” 

Since emerging from the 
experimental avant-garde jazz 
scene, Wilson has done more 
than any other jazz vocalist of 
her generation to rranscend 
stylistic boundaries. 

She has embraced jazz, pop, 
folk and the country blues of 
her native Mississippi - and 
built a huge following in the 
last five years. The Traveling 
Miles project, which includes a 
six-week spring tour opening 
March 31 in Iowa City, will 
strengthen that. 

In projects like this, Wilson 
says she doesn’t have to go 
searching for material. "The 
songs just seem to stumble 


onto me," she said. "The songs 
that I cover are the songs that 
won't go away. They stick in the 
front of iny mind. 

“1 just follow my intuition 
generally. It's a journey inside. 
I'm still discovering the 'music 
of my childhood, mining all of 
these different kinds of music 
that I was exposed to. Jazz was 
the first music I was exposed 
to, and being in Mississippi, 
you hear a lot of blues. And my 
mother was into Motown and 
loved classical music." 

The country blues feel is the 
foundation for the "Traveling 
Miles" project, in which Wilson 
hilly explored the wide range of 
Davis's work. In addition to her 
small band, there were one- 
track guest appearances by gui- 
tarist Pat Metheny. singer 
Angelique Kidjo, saxophonist 
Steve Wilson and cornetist Olu 
Dara. 

She included “Seven Steps to 
Heaven," “Blue In Green 1 ' and 
“Some Day My Prince Will 
Come" from Davis's early late 
1950s and early 1960s groups, 
"Run The Voodoo Down” from 
his initial foray into fusion, and 
•'Tiitu” from the late 1980s, 
which became “Resurrection 
Blues" in this setting. 

A pared-down version of 
Cyndi Laoper's pop hit "Time 
After Time" takes on a com- 
bined Davis-Wilson flavor. The 
song was Davis’s primary con- 
cert ballad feature during Ills 
final touring phase from the 


RAPPER ODB 

A nother brush with the law for Wu Tbng 
Clan rapper Russell Jones.. .a-k-a, 01' Dirty 
Bastard or ODB. Police arrested him early 
yesterday in Brooklyn, New York - again - and 
charged him with drug possession and unli- 
censed operation of a motor vehicle. 

Authorities say it all started when police offi- 
cers asked Jones to move his double-parked 
Range Rover. He did as they asked.. .but then 
allegedly was unable to produce a driver’s license 
or any documentation for the vehicle. 

Police, say they also found the rapper had three 
packets of crack cocaine in his possession: 

Jones has a long "rap" sheet. He's been arrest- 
ed for threatening his estranged wife in Queens 
and a security guard at the House of Blues and an 
ex-girlfriend with whom he's in the midst of a 
child-support dispute in Los Angeles. He's also 
been charged in LA with wearing a bullet-proof 
vest. 

Earlier this- year, a Brooklyn judge dismissed 
attempted-murder charges against him in a case - 
where he had a run-in with undercover cops. A 
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mid-1980s to 1990, when he 
explored its melody and 
nuances night after night - 
much as he did with "My Funny 
Valentine" 30 years earlier. 

In addition to writing original 
compositions that complement 
the Davis material, Wilson 
penned lyrics for several instru- ' 
mentals to fit the song. One of 
those is “Never Broken," which 
was “ESP" when Wayne Shorter 
wrote it for Davis's mid-1960s 
band. 

T\vo originals that honor 
Davis's inspiration on her music 
are the title track "Traveling 
Miles" and another called “The 
Piper." 

On the former, Wilson 
admires how Davis's restless 
creativity was a model for 
“crossing time, shifting style, 
traveling miles... and miles. You 
can hear him humming on a 
country road as the shadows 
grow to night, swinging 
through Seventh Avenue under- 
neath the city lights,” she sings. 
"Ringing out with no fear or 
doubt, we can live our dreams 
right now." 

On the latter, Wilson's dusky 
voice carries the message for 
many fans of Davis's poignant 
trumpet tone and lyrical way 
witli a ballad as she asks the 
piper to player her a sung “to 
last all day long. We're floating 
on your sweetest melody and 
traveling through life's great 
mystery." 

(UPI) 


W ATE R - COOLER 

stories 


FROM HUMVEETQ 
REDNECK V-8. 

U.s. Army ofTicials searching 
Tor less expensive troop and 
cargo carriers are kicking the 
tires on heavy-duty pickup 
trucks made by Ford MotorCo. 
and DalmlerChrysler’s Dodge 
division. The Army may replace 
its traditional Humvee light- 
tael ical vehicles, which cost 
about 560,000 each, with ver- 
sions of assembly-line pickups, 
which sell for about 523, 000 ' 

WEAVING A WEB WEB 

Vbil Resorts Inc. is suing a 
New York man for ownership 
Of World Wide Web domain 
names www.vail.com and 
www.beavercreek.com. Vail 
says when it went to Stuart 
Weiss to work out a deal, to 
buy the sites, Weiss asked for 
1 5 years worth of ski passes, a 
couple of free weeks’ lodging 
each year and cash. Weiss does 
not deny asking for free skiing 
but denies he requested 
money. 

TOP GIVER 

Hedge fund manager George 
Soros, who has donated more 
than 51 billion in the past two 
years alone, has taken the top 
spot as the most generous 
American according to Worth 
Magazine's third annual bene- 
factor 100 list. WORTH'S April 
exclusive roster of the 100 
most generous Americans is 
the only ranking of the 
nation's top living donors 
based upon cumulative life- 
time giving. 


A LOOK AT POP MUSIC, AND 
THE PEOPLE MAKING IT TODAY: 


grand jury said it didn't believe Jones had pulled 
a gun on police. 

ELTON JOHN 

E lton John and Tim Rice have teamed up 
again for “Elton John and Tim Rice’s 
'Alda.’The album is due in stores today (on 
Rocket/lsland/Mercury Records). 

The CD features songs from the new stage 
musical by John and Rice... recorded by such 
superstars as LeAnn Rimes, Janet Jackson, Sting, 
Spice Girls, Boys II (to) Men, Shania Itoain, James 
Taylor, Lenny Kravitz, Tina Hirner and Kelly Price. 

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD 

F ive albums by the late Dusty Springfield are 
being re-issued today (by the 
Mercury/Chronicles label). The British pop 
singer died March 2njd following a long battle 
with breast cancer. She was Inducted posthu- 
mously Into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame last 
week. . . 
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EURO 2000 QUALIFYING GAMES 


HITS ALL THREE AS ENGLAND 
IN EURO 2000 QUALIFIER 


SCHOLES 
WINS 3 


WEMBLEY (API — Med England's 
Sdwlcscorer. 

Midfielder Raul Scholes fired dime 
go* as Kevin Keegan’s England 
gdned the victory the nation had 
demanded Saturday, a 3-1 win over 
tolaid that rekindles its chances of 
gaining die European Championship 
finals. 

The Manchester United midfield- 
er stmek twice in the first 21 mili- 
um inducting a dubious hand-ball, 
and headed a thiid 19 minutes from 
the end as England ended die Poles' 
winringstreak in Group 5. The result 
moved Keegan’s team above diem in 
the standings behind Sweden who 
downed Luxembourg 2-0 to go top. 

'It may be Sir Raid Scholes. They 
usually knight you if you score a hat- 
nick at Wembley," a delighted 
Keegan said in a reference to Geoff 
Hirst's knighthood after scoring 
three times in the 1966 World Cup 
final. 

The result before 73,836 fens at 
Wembley, gave English soccer fens a 
huge feeling of relief after the Glenn 
Hoddle era ended in disarray with 
die team looking unlikely to qualify. 

The Swedes, who go to Poland on 
Ifednesday now I rave a maximum 
nre points from three games, 
England has seven from four and 


Poland, which dropped from first to 
third, six from tliree. 

Saturday's game was Keegan's 
fust of four matches in diarge while 
he takes over tiie job of coach on a 
shorMenn and part-time basis while 
he also tiies to get division two 
Rilham promoted. 

England cruised into a 2-0 lead in 
the first 27 minutes and then 
Keegan's men appeared to lose dieir 
way. 

Andy G)le cleverly touched on a 
Graeme li> Snux free lack from die 
left to Shearer, wlio was tackled as 
he was about to slroot. But tire ball 
ran dear to Scholes who lobbed it 
past 'keeper Adam Matysek for 
England's first goal under Keegan 
after only 10 minutes play. 

Hie second goal in die 21st 
minute was made in Manchester. 

It came from a measured David 
Beckliam cross from die right after a 
neat layoff from. Cole and Scholes 
timed liis run to perfection to bun- 
dle tire ball in from dose range with 
possibly a bit of help from his arm. 

It slrould liave been a signal for a 
runaway England win but die huge 
contingent of Polish fans were cheer- 
ing six minutes Liter when their 
team unexpectedly |wl(ed a goal 
back. 


Miroslaw Thzedak beat fullback 
Gary Neville for pace down tlie left 
and pulled the ball to Jerzy Brzeczek 
who was unmarked when he slid the 
ball home. 

As England threatened eariy in die 
second half. Shearer's sliding shot 
was kicked off die line and Cole had 
a volley deflected over. The 
Mandiester United striker, srarting 
for die first time after duee appear- 
ances as a substitute, tiien missed a 
golden diance when lie shot wide of 
die near post from no more tlian five 
yards. 

Tlie Poles, with Trzedak lively in 
dieir rads, always looked quick and 
menacing on die break but rarely 
created any dear-air shooting 
diances and Scholes again sliowed 
diem the way to goal with his third 
in die 71st. 

With Arsenal's Ray Parlour run- 
ning onto die field for his debut as a 
substitute for the disappointing 
Steve Mdrfanaman, Neville buried In 
a long throw from the right. Shearer 
did well to head it on and Sdioles 
climbed above two Polish defenders 
to score with a header from six 
yards. 

It slrould have been 3-2 tliree min- 
utes later wlien Brzeczek got round 
die back of the England defense and 
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Alan Shaarar of England ft 
(No. B) during Ihalr EURO 
March 27, 1999. 

had only Seaman to beat from an 
acute angle but shot across die face 
of an empty goal. 

Sdioles almost hit a fourth in tlie 
82nd minute with a 25-yaitl shot 
tliat flashed past the post and then 
was taken off to a huge ovation 
from the England fans. 


□Ices on Poland's Jacak Bak (No. 2), and Jacak Zielinski 
2000 Oreup A qualifier at Wembley stadium In London, 


“It's my first senior hat-rrick and 
it went very well," the fiaine-liaircd 
Manchester United star said, 
Adding tlwr Cole and Shearer had 
made big contributions. “They 
made the gaps foT me and made 
the goals for me." 

Poland's coach. Janusz Wojrik, 


congratulated Scholes on his per- 
fonnancc and said he played Tike a 
horse." 

"Although the second goal may 
have been witli his .inn, he lud a 
very good game. It was sutpiising 
that die smallest player on die team 
scored duee goals." 



BELB\JT (AP) — After only one win in previ- 
ous five matches - including an embarrassing 
W loss in February to the United States - any 
Gmuany victory is welcome. 

"We knew from previous experience dtat 
this was going to be a tough battle today and 
fro TO scoreline was probably too high in our 
fevor," said German coach Erich Ribbeck after 
Saturday’s 3-0 win at Northern Ireland in a 
Euro 2000 qualifier, keeping Gennany's hopes 
^ in Croup 3. 

The German team was heavily criticized 
going into Saturday's match at Windsor Park 
^ winning Just once under new coach 
Kbbeck. 

But two first-lialf goals to striker Marco 
Bode and a second-half clindier to Newcastle 
stoker Dietmar Hamann put die Germans 
hack on track to defend their 1996 title. 

’ “ttfter all that has gone before, tltfs was a 
wry important win for us - there was a lot of 
Pj ies sui i e on the team and we got our goals at 
rit 0 ! times," Ribbeck said. 

. Outran captain Oliver Blerhoff said it was 
vital that his team scored first. 

/Once we did that we were In control - 
J«eare three very vital points and certainly 
■t^ses our diances of qualification," he 
said. 

Hamann said Saturday's win over Northern 
teland was just part of «f German come back. 
toeCeimans play Finland next Wednesday. 

, wth a win against Finland we will then be 
[J with d brilliant chance of qualifying," 
■-^ nann Mid- “There was a lot of pressure’on 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALIFYING TEAMS 

By The Associated Press (5ROUP 4 

(Netherlands, Belgium qualify Team GP W D LGFGAPls 

ashosts) Ukraine 4 3 10 7 2 10 

9RPUP 1 lce | and 4 2 2 0 4 1 8 

Team GP W D L GF GA Pts „ _ 

France 4 2 2 0 6 4 8 

Italy 3 3 0 0 6 19 

.... _ _ _ , _ e £ Armenia 4 112 3 6 4 

Wales 3 2 0 1 5 5 6 

Switzerland 3 1112 3 4 Russia 4 1 0 3 7 7 3 


3 0 12 2 4 


Oar bim ay's Olhrar Markoff, right, ami Narthara Ireland's Korin Horloak In 
„ Mrial challang* daring lha luro 2000 qualifier Match In Ballad's 
Windsor Pa He itadluM Oatarday March 27, 1990. 


tlie team today tirid they all did very well and 

deserve credit." . 

Rate Beckenbauer, a Wolrid Cup vyinner 
and one of Germany’s biggest soccer Idols, 
u/ln was crudal to restore confidence. 


team because tlieyVe come in for heavy ertti- 
' dsm and they were dearly very nervous fol- 
; lowing on from the defeat to tlie UJS.," he 
said. ■ • 




Denmark 4 0 2 2 3 5 2 Andorra A 0 0 4 1 9 0 

Belarus 3 0 12 2 4 \ GROUP 5 

fflKum Team GP W D LGFGAPts 

Tfeam GP W D L GF CA Pts Swedfn 3 3 0 0 5 , 9 

Norway 4211767 ■ „ „ _ 

England .4 2 1 1 7 3 7 

Latvia .3 2 0 14 2 6 

_ ^ , „ , - . c Poland 3 2 0 1 7 3 6 

Greece 4 12 15 4 5 

Sloven! 4 1 2 1 5 5 5 Bulgaria 3 0 12 0 4 I 

Georgia .4 i 1 2 2 5 4 Luxembourg 3 0 0 3 0 8 0 

Albania 3 0 2 1 2 3,2 GROUP 6 ' 

sRQiie_a Tfeam . GP W D LGFGAPts 

Tfeam GP W P LGFGAPts ^ 4 3 0 i 8 5 * 

Tbrkey 4 3: 0 T 7 3 9 . 

' . . ’ Austria . 4 ,? b 1-8.11 7 

Germany 3 2 0 1 6 2 6- 

Finland 3 2 0 1 6 4 6 Sppl " \ 3 , 2 0 1 13 4 6 

N .Ireland 4 112 3 8 *4/.. ,srael 3 ! 1 1 7 3 4 

Moldova 4 01 3.5-10 0,0 4 114 ti 

■ * * ' , * ' • * . * t .* 


fflKum 

Tfeam GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Norway 4 2 1 1 7 6 7 

Latvia 3 2 0 14 2 6 

Greece 4 1 2 15 4 5 

Sloven! 4 1 2 15 5 5 

Georgia .4 i 1 2 2 5 4 

Albania 3 0 2 1 2 3,2 

slum 

Tfeam GP W P L GP GA Pts 
Tbrkey 4 3: 0 1 7 3 9 . 

Germany 3 2 0 i 6 2 6- 

Finland 3 2 0 1 6 4- 6 

N .Ireland 4 1.1 2 3 8/4/.. 

Moldova 4 0 1 3. 5 10 1 / 
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KRAJICEK WINS 17TH 
CAREER TITLE AT LIPTON 


KEY B1SCAYNE, FLORIDA (R) — 
A day after celebrating his 
daughter's First birthday, 
Richard Krajicek provided the 
perfect gift Saturday with a 
four-set victory over unseeded 
Sebastien Grosjean to win the 
Upton Championships.' 

Krajicek completed an 
impressive 4-6 6-1 6-2 7-5 tri- 
umph in typical fashion with a 
booming ace on match point. 
The seventh-seeded Dutchman 
pounded out 26 aces In the two 
hour 41 minute match against 
the young Fienchman. 

“I didn't buy her (anything), 
but I won Upton for her," 
Krajicek said of daughter 
Emma’s birthday. "We had a 
birthday breakfast and die cake 
was later in the day." 

The women's final, which will 
be an All-Williams family affair 
between sisters Venus and 
Serena, will be held on Sunday 
afternoon. It will be the first 
time in the Open Era of tennis 
which began in 1968 that two 
sisters will compete against 
each other in a Final, 

Krajicek's S360.000 victory 
over the baselining 74th-ranked 


Frenchman gave the Dutchman 
his 17th career title, bnt first in 
America since winning in Los 
Angeles in 1993. 

It was the second title oF the 
year For Krajicek, who won in 
London last month, but this one 
was not an easy victory. 

Krajicek, who is 17-4 for the 
year, was feeling sick through- 
out the week and battled weak- 
ness and loss of appetite. 

"I played very economic ten- 
nis today," said Krajicek, who 
earlier in the week defeated 
reestablished number one Pete 
Sampms for the fourth straight 
time and the sixrh of eight 
times in career meetings. 

"f didn't feef so good, so ( 
was picking my right shots." 

With the victory, the 1996 
Wimbledon champion, who had 
surgery on his left knee last 
November, will move up in the 
rankings to fourth this coming 
Monday. 

"The title is more important 
than the rankings," said the 27- 
year-old Krajicek. “I’ve been 
number five before and there 
isn’t much difference between 
four and five.” 


The 20-year-old Grosjean. 
playing in his first ATP Tour 
final, had a set point on 
Krajicek’s serve in the ninth 
game of the fourth set to draw 
even at two sets apiece, but the 
towering Dutchman’s second 
serve elicited a weak return and 
lie eventually held for 5-5. 

A demoralized Grosjean, who 
gives away eight inches to the 
6-5 ( 1 .96 m) Krajicek, then was 
broken at 1 5-40. 

'’I think I had a chance in the 
fourth set when I had set point, 
but he served well.’ 1 said 
Grosjean, the 1996 ITF junior 
world champion in singles and 
doubles, who will move into 
the top 50 rankings next week. 

In a David and Goliath match- 
up. Grosjean used pinpoint 
groundstrokes to topple 
Krajicek in the first set. break- 
ing serve twice to wrap up the 
set. 

But Grosjean was unable to 
work the same magic against 
Krajicek that he did against 
other worthy opponents on his 
way to the final. • 1 ‘ 

Grosjean, who had his 
biggest ever payday with a 



UA fetinU player* Serena Williams (1) and bar sister Venus (R) pose wHh their Upton . 
Champlortihlp tt o phis^ yoi t srd ay following Hw fliwi mntdi. Venue da l — I ted her dstor 
■arena 6-1 4*6 44 to teto Hw tMa . 
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$190,000 check, had ousted round and ended world number to win a fourth round match, 

two former French Open cham- one Carlos Moya’s brief two “He's a fighter, he’s a small 

pions earlier in the tournament, week reign at the top of world guy, but he uses everything he 

He beat 1997 French titllst rankings by saving three march has on the court," Krajicek said 

Gustavo Kuerten in the second points in a third set tiebreaker of Grosjean. 


YUGOSLAV SPORTS STARS BACK MILOSEVIC 


MILAN (ATP) — Yugoslav stars 
playing for Italian soccer and 
basketball teams have rejected a 
call to stop playing in protest at 
NATO’s attacks on their home- 
land, although they express sup- 
port for Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

So far (he most prominent 
soccer player to heed the 


Yugoslav federation's call on its 
many sporting expatriates to 
stop playing is Predrag Mijatovic, 
who scored the winning goal for 
Real Madrid in the 1998 
European Cup final. 

But most italinn-based players 
side with Lazio's Sinisa 
Mihajiovic.who told reporters: "I 
think the boycott is absurd. 


"I’m a soccerer and this is my 
job. if I thought that by not play- 
ing 1 would bring the war to an 
end, I would stop straight away. 
But unfortunately, it wouldn't 
change anything." 

But the defender stressed that 
he backed the Serb president' In 
refusing to accept die interna- 
tionally brokered peace treaty. 



• “I stand by him, because he is 
my president and the president 
of my people,” Mihajlovic said. 
"He’s made mistakes,, nobody 
can deny that. But he was right 
not to sign that treaty because it 
was blackmail. 

"Kosovo Is an Integral part of 
Serbia and has been for 600 
years, since we fought the TUrks. 
Any idea of autonomy is_ non- 
sense." 

As for NATO's air raids, he 
said: "Everybody knows that I've 
been saying for months that 
what was happening in Kosovo 
was wrong. Now tiiat NATO are 
doing exactly the same thing, 
killing lots of innocent people, 
people are saying that Milosevic 
is a murderer and those In NATO 
are heroes.” 

But he warned: “Even if they 
bomb us for another 100 years, 
that treaty will never be signed “ 

Mihajlovic, who returned from 
Yugoslavia via Hungary on 
Thursday, bringing his parents 
and brother with him, said: “It’s 
hard to think of all those inno- 
cent people who are dying under 
the bombs. 

“Everyone hopes that a diplo- 
. made solution can be found 

Mihajlovic appeared at a news 


conference with teammate and 
compatriot Dejan Stankovic, 
both wearing white T-shirts 
emblazoned widi the words: 
“Peace! - no war”. 

Concern was meanwhile eas- 
ing at Serie A rivals Juventus, 
who were expecting the return 
late Saturday night of defender 
Zoran Mirkovic, who stayed on 
in Belgrade last week in a frantic 
bid to get an exit visa for his 
mother and two nephews. 

After a wait of more than 24 
hours, the dub finally received a 
phone call from the player, who 
had reached Budapest by car. All 
four were due to fly to Frankfort 
for a connecting flight to TYirin. 

The views of soccer players 
also appear to be shored by 
Yugoslav basketball, volleyball 
and water polo players here in 
Italy. 

Star player Predrag Danilovlc, 
who has won four league titles in 
four seasons with top Italian bas- 
ketball team Kinder Bologna, 
said his fellow countrymen 
would continue ro play, but 
wearing black.. 

“This war is an aggression 
against a sovereign state which, 
for its part, has hot attacked any- 
one," Danilovicsaid. ' ■ ’• . ■ 


"It is an action sought by (he 
United States, the great sheriff of 
the world, and by Great Britain in 
order to get NATO into 
Yugoslavia, a country which has 
always been non-aligned, using 
Kosovo as a pretext. 

“Tills is different from Bosnia, 
because It's an internal matter 
which has to be settled by tho« 
involved, Serbs and Albanians, 
"For that reason, the NATO 
mission, which is Inconceivable 
and unacceptable, can only be 
condemned." 

And he added: "Kosovo h® 
Serbian territory before Oik 
United States was even bom- 
As for sport, he said: "We 
ketball players hBve decided® 
continue to play, hat -to w? 

black ribbon on our kit, as a y 

of mourning. " 

"The federation haSso,w^ 
us to decide. But if. Mllose*^ 

his officials asked us not to IW- 

I couldn’t refose." , :■ . ■ 

And he argued: ^llos^c , 

right ■■’hot- b'W-ftBfc. 

because it wasn't ne^t® 11 ' . ■ 
was an uldnuttion. 

"And j 
didn’t do 

lar situations ', in ' 

Ireland and, •; 
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kwan loses title to dynamic 

RUSSIAN BUTYRSKAYA 





. ( r~ * • 


HELSINKI (AP) — Maria 
Butyrskaya of Russia, thought by 
many to be too old and too skit- 
tish to be figure skating world 
diampion, rook the title from 
Michelle Kwan on Saturday with 
a dynamic and solid perfor- 
mance that left her younger and 
usually steadier rival with the sil- 
ver. 

Butyrskaya, 26, has appeared 
to get spooked in some previous 
Nghf ressure finals, but she was 
dearly In command of the rink 
fioni the opening moments of 
her free-skating program, lead- 
ing off with a soaring triple lutz 
m a piano concerto by Raul di 
Bhsio. 

The serious music and pure 
white dress was a distinct con- 
east to her short program of the 
day before, when she wore hot 
red and skated to a moaning 
blues. But the common factor in 
the two routines was her energy 
and assurance. 

1 skated like a woman and 
ihowed I can control my 
nerves ," said Butyrskaya, who 
became the oldest-ever 
women’s champion. "Age isn't 
wry Important.” 

Six of the nine judges gave 
her 5.9s for presentation and 
(he others were 5.8s. She landed 
seven triple jumps in the pro- 
gram. 

Kwan, the defending champi- 
on, lacked tire sparkle that usu- 
ally makes spectators unable to 
glance away from her, and she 
seemed tentative technically, 
converting a planned double 
«el into a single and landing 
her opening triple lutz a bit awk- 
wardly. 

Underlining the contrast 


between the two, Butyrskaya's 
final jump was a clean and vigor- 
ous double axel. 

Tire 18-year-old Kwan had 
caught cold en route to Helsinki 
and although she'd overcome it 
by the end of the week, it had 
undermined her earlier practices 
- and her confidence. 

On Saturday “I felt okay ... but 
my cold probably hit me harder 
psychologically. I was fighting 
inside," she said. 

Kwan’s long program, to Jules 
Massenet's symphonic piece 
“Lamento d’Ariane.’’ was dis- 
tinctly stronger than the previ- 
ous day's short program, when 
she fell on a double axel. 

"During the performance, I 
fought. And that's why I’m satis- 
fied now,” Kwan said. 

But she had ended the short 
program in fourth place, while 
Butyrskaya was in first. Under 
this year’s new scoring system, 
Butyrskaya would have had to 
place third or lower in the free 
skating for Kwan to have a 
chance to win. 

From the moment Butyrskaya 
ended her routine with a tri- 
umphant arm raise, her face 
working with emotion, it was 
dear that Kwan was out of con- 
tention. 

But whether she’s out of skat- 
ing is still to be decided. 

"Jeez, let's take one thing at a 
time” she said when asked 
about her plans of going to col- 
lege. “I really have to go back 
and make a decision. Right now 
it’s in favor of skating.” 

Julia Soldatova of Russia on 
the bronze medal, completed a 
triple salchow-triple toe loop, 
the only skater to ’do that com- 
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Russia's Marla Butyrskaya performs to win tho gold 
modal In tho ladles' froo program al tho World Figure 
Skating Championships In tho Hartwall Arena In 
Helsinki, Finland, Saturday March 17, 1999. 


bination in the final program. 

American Sarah Hughes, at 13 
the championships’ youngest 
entrant, finished seventh. 

Butyrskaya's victory complet- 
ed a sweep for the Russian team. 

Alexei Yagudin won the men's 
title with a brilliant free skating 
.display of a quad and eight triple 
jumps. In all, there were 14 
quads done by men at the world 
championships, the most ever. 

Yelena Berezhnaya and Anton 
Sikhamlidze took the pairs amid 
a controversy where two judges 


appeared to be seen to be con- 
versing and exchanging signals 
during the competition. A tech- 
nically superior but less artistic 
Chinese pair was second. 

In the ice dance, Angelika 
Krylova and Oleg Ovsiannikov 
won again with a 5-4 decision 
over a French couple. 

Next year’s world champi- 
onships will be in Brisbane. 
Australia, the first time the 
world championships will be 
held in the southern hemi- 
sphere. 


EX-BULLS STAR 
TO BUY SHARE 


NEGOTIATING 
OF NBA CLUB 


; CHARLOTTE (AP) — Former 
j Chicago Bulls star Michael 
; Jordan is negotiating to buy a 
of the Charlotte Hornets, 
NBA commissioner David Stem 
! uid Saturday. 

Stem said Jordan has been 
diking with Charlotte owner 
korge Shinn about purchasing 
j 50-percent share of the 
American National Basketball 

. Association dub. 

1 “There have been prelimi- 
nary discussions about Michael 
and George becoming equal 
Partners In the ownership and 
operation of the Hornets,” 
J rn said in a statement 
. ^ Ieased by the league. "Those 
* cussipns ar e ongoing but are 
I n “ r an agreement." * .V 
5I W | also released 1 a state- 


ment saying he was hopeful of 
completing a deal with Jordan, 
who retired from the Bulls earli- 
er this year. "There have been 
preliminary discussions about 
Michael Jordan possibly becom- 
ing an ownership partner with : 
me," Shinn said. "Our hope 
over the next few meetings is !. 
to work out a partnership that 
wili benefit the Hornets and the 
entire community.'' 

Neither Jordan nor his agent, •; 
David Falk, could be Imbieiil- : 
ately reached for comment. 

Shinn, who was part qf the ' 

1 original ownership group Wi en : ; 
the! Hornets joined the' league 
In .1988, has 1 come, 1 urttjer;- 
increasing pressure recently fo :i 
sell the dub. k : .\[ 

; The Hornets have lost sjeyeral : 


high-profile players because of 
the team’s refusal to pay eight- 
figure salaries, and attendance 
has been on a steady decline In 
the past two seasons. 

• Coach Dave Cowens quit in 
frustration earliet this month, 
and Shinn, who is the defen- ■ 
dant In a sexual misconduct 
lawsuit in South Carolina, rarely 
attends games anymore! He sat 
(n the stands for Friday night’s 
victory over Oriando but'., 
refused to speak to reporters. 

ShinA’s wife lias filed for 
divorce. : . , 

■. Jordan in January ended his 
13 -year career with six champi- 
onships', five NBA NJost Valuable ; 
Player awards, and 10 scoring 
titles, < I' W c : ; 
v With ih annual off-court 


Al Bassel International Equestrian Tournament in Damascus 
ended with a First place win for Syrian jockey Yasser Sarif, 
Kuwaiti jockey Klialid Kubelssi in second place, and two 
Jordanian equestrians coming in sixth and seventh. ' 

Khaled Kubeissi was in the lead throughout the final round 
until the last fence when his horse, disturbed by journalists' 
camera flashes, dropped the last fence bar, causing Khaled to 
come in second. 

Hani Bisharat and Mona Suktian of Jordan earned sixth and 
seventh places, respectively. 

Hie Jordanian Equestrian Team received an invitation to par- 
ticipate in Al Arab Equestrian Tournament to be held hi Kuwait 
mid April. 




The Pan Arab Games Organizational Committee have decid- 
ed to hold meetings for heads of various sports federations in 
order to discuss their preparations for the 9th Pan Arab Games 
to take place in Amman this summer. 

The meetings are scheduled as follows: 

" Basketball, volleyball, handball, bridge and soccer federa- 
tion meetings will be Held on Thursday, April 8th at 12 pm. 

'Table tennis, badminton and tennis federations will meet at 
Ipm-on Thursday. April 8th. 

"Boxing, kick boxing, wrestling, weightlifting, bodybuilding, 
judo, Tae Kwon Do, fencing and karate meetings are at 1 lain 
Thursday, April 15th. 

"Gymnastics, equatarion, shooting, cycling, chess and swim- 
ming federations will meet on Thursday, 15th April at 12 pm. 


income estimated at $45 mil- 
lion, Jordan could afford to buy 
a piece of a team with an esti- 
mated worth of $150 million. 

Buying into the Hornets also 
would put Jordan doser.fo his • 
childhood home. He- is a native 
of North Carolina, raised in 
Wilmington and played colie- ' 
glately for the University, of 
North , Carolina. His motjier . 
lives In Charlotte, "This could • 
work out great 'for everybody," _ 
said a Hornets: employee who , 
spoke Saturday on the cohdi- < 
tion of anonymity. "This could i. 
help George solve his liqage ; 
problem; igive Michael .some- ' 
thing to * do ', in : retirement and l| 
give the team a. boost: at the .;■■ 
same time” 


In the meeting held on Wednesday, Federation president 
Sari Hamdan discussed the meeting between he and Princess 
Basina. 

Hamdan said that the princess praised the performance of 
the National Handball Tfeam and stressed the necessity ofliold- 
ing Al Hassan Handball Championship soon, which was previ- 
ously postponed due to the passing away of the late King 
Hussein, 

He .ajso announced that Princess Basina is going to head the 
federatlon's.next. meeting, which is scheduled for April 6. 

-The attendants also discussed the report presented by the 
coach of-the- national team on the team's participation In the 
Cipatiah training camp;, which was held between Mardi 12-21. 
Tije folli'iJlng dfecislons were also made during the meeting: 
^ ' Approval will be sought From the Ministry of Youth con- . 
cerning the team’s participation in die .Croatian Handball 
(Championships next summer. -j . I,. ". '- - 

.' - Fay'q Hatnouz vvas psslgried with the task; of Tormlhg a hew 
Refeeririg Committee after the previous crirnrnittee's rrislg na- 
tion. -r {' .•> [ry* •• •• '■ ■: 











MOTHER AND DAUGHTER: A DYNAMIC 
OF DEVOTION AND INSPIRATION 





US First Lady Hillary Clinton smiles al an Egyptian mother and her young child, March 25 
1999, during a visit to a US-financed health clinic in Luxor Mrs. Clinton, accompanied by 
her daughter Chelsea, Is on a visit to Egypt and North Africa to promote women's rights. 
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TUNIS (AP) — Hillary Rodham Clinton 
told the story of a Tunisian widow with 
six daughters who shocked her neigh- 
bors by leaving the “women's work* in 
olive groves to start a carpet business 
and put her girls through college. 

"She persevered, withstanding 
taunts and scorn, working hard and 
inspiring her daughters to do the 
same," the first lady recounted with 
admiration to a women's rights con- 
vention. 

The story of a mother-daughter 


dynamic of devotion and inspiration 
finds a reflection in the relationship 
that Mrs. Clinton appears to share with 
her daughter. 

After an excruciating and embarrass- 
ing year of scandal in the White House 
- a year in which Mrs. Clinton held her 
head up and her family together - 
Chelsea Clinton. 19, emerged during a 
12-day trip with her mother through 
Northern Africa as poised, polite, curi- 
ous and open as ever. 

A shy but indulgent smile was her 


reward to Egyptian photographers in 
Cairo’s walled Coptic quarter who 
clucked their tongues and called out 
"Cirliel Giriiel" to get her to turn their 
way. 

One of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak's security agents, who were 
at the Clintons’, service last week, said 
Chelsea, after, poking around the 
tombs at Luxor’s Valley of the Kings 
with her mother, .was “so enthralled 
. with the pharaohs" that she asked to 
return on her .-.'own ■ if the Egyptian 


agents wouldn't mind. 

At the El-Djem Coliseum in 
Kairouan, Umisin, Chelsea ducked 
behind walls to study the Roman struc- 
ture and kne|r to peck into the pit 
where wild ostriches, antelope and 
leopards once waited to do battle with 
gladiators. 

She was apologetic to photogra- 
phers who asked her to stand still and 
pose beside her mother. “I was just 
wandering around," she said. 

The Stanford University sopho- 
more's spring break offers the most' 
lingering glimpse in more than a year 
of the Clintons' much-shelrered only 
child. 

But only a glimpse. 

While Chelsea herself seems not to 
have withered at all during her father’s 
scandal, the protective layers around 
her have thickened. 

In her best-selling “It Takes a 
Village," Mrs. Clinton likened the shel- 
tering of Chelsea to the successively 
larger dolls that cradle the smallest in 
a set of Russian folk-art nesting dolls. 

It is a metaphor borne out In prac- 
tice. 

At least one member of Mrs. 
Clinton’s staff i$ almost always at 
Chelsea s side. 

And the staff, oil orders from the 
first lady, instructed eight reporters 
traveling with the Clintons that 
Chelsea's casual remarks • even her 
gestures - are strictly “off the record" 
unless she appears purposefully before 
news cameras, as at El-Djem. 

Press secretary Marsha Berry 
explained: “She is not a public figure. 
... The fact that she is on this trip is nor 
news." 

A People magazine cover story on 
Chelsea this year, on top of gossipy 


tabloid articles last fall, appear to have 
strengthened Mrs. Clinton’s detent 
nation to shelter her daughter, 

Chelsea is traveling in a spare seat 
on Mom's Air Force jet and bunking 
with her mother at hotels. None ofher 
expenses are being paid by taxpayers, 
Berry said. 

On earlier spring-break tours to Asia 
and sub-Saharan Africa, the first lady 
often held up her cornpanionshlp with 
Chelsea as evidence of how families 
should treasure daughters. And in a 
youth discussion in Tanzania, Mrs. 
Clinton even turned the microphone 
over to her daughter while TV cameras 
rolled. 

Not on this trip. 

In a half-dozen public remarks, many 
focusing on girls' self-esteem, mother- 
daughter relationships or the empow 
erment of young women, Mrs. Clinton 
has, almost pointedly, made no refer- 
ence to Chelsea. 

At the trip’s final stop, in Morocco, 
Mrs. Clinton made an exception from 
that practice Saturday, singling out her 
daughter in order to put at ease a shy 
sixth-grade girl made silent by the 
specrade of news cameras and securi- 
ty agents. 

As Naima Nuari struggled to say she 
wanted to he a doctor when she grows 
up, Mrs. Clinton leaned forward, pui 
her hands on the little girl's arms and 
smiled. 

"You just have to ignore all these 
problems and all these lights, - she 
said. Then, gesturing to Chelsea in a 
far corner of the classroom, Mrs. 
Clinton said, “I have a daughter, she is 
here with me over there." 

Chelsea also leaned forward expec- 
tantly and gave the girl an encouraging 
smile. 




Muslim women pray outside the Mustafa Mahmoud Mosque 
Saturday, March 27, 1999 ohi the first day of Eid al-Adlm, the 
Feast of Satrficc, in Cairo, Egypt. The four-duy feast marks the 
climax of the pilgrimage, or Mag, in Mecca, Saudia Arabia. 


IT'S THE BEST TIME OF THE YEAR! 


by KHALID DALAL 
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